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Abstract

ThisthesisisananalysisofanovelwrittenbyPatriciaMcCormickentitled
Sold(2006).Thisanalysislooksatthegenderdiscriminationthatisexperiencedby
womenwhoarevictimsofgenderdiscriminationacts.Thisanalysisisrelatedtothe
feministapproachandthecomceptofgenderdiscriminationbySimonedeBeauvoir.
Theanalysisfocusesontheissueofgenderdiscrimination.Theaim ofthisanalysis
istowhatextentthecharacter,conflict(plot),settingandstagedirectioncontribute
torevealtheissueofgenderdiscrimination.Thisanalysisalsodependsalotonthe
naratortodeterminewhichpartsofthenovelareusedasthedata.Theresultofthe
study shows that Lakhsmi experienced gender discrimination such as
marginalization,subordination,stereotype,violenceanddoubleburden.Inaddition,
womenalsomakeeffortstofightdiscriminationactssuchasstayinginschool,
learningEnglish,andbreakingbrothelsregulations.

Key Words :feminist,gender discrimination,marginalization,subordination,
stereotype,violenceanddoubleburden

Skripsiinimerupakan analisis darinovelyang ditulis oleh Patricia McCormick
berjudulSold(2006).Analisisinimelihatdiskriminasigenderyangdialamioleh
perempuanyangmenjadikorbantindakandiskriminasigender.Analisisiniterkait
dengan pendekatan feminis dan konsep diskriminasigenderoleh Simone de
Beauvoir.Analisistersebutberfokuspadamasalahdiskriminasigender.Tujuandari
analisisiniadalahsejauhmanaperankarakter,konflik(plot),settingdanarahan
panggung dalam mengungkap isu diskriminasigender.Analisisinijuga sangat
bergantungpadanaratoruntukmenentukanbagianmanadarinovelyangdigunakan
sebagai datanya. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Lakhsmi mengalami
diskriminasigendersepertimarginalisasi,subordinasi,stereotipe,kekerasandan
bebanganda.Selainitu,perempuanjugaberupayamelawantindakandiskriminasi
sepertitetapbersekolah,belajarbahasaInggris,danmelanggarperaturanbordil.

KataKunci:feminis,diskriminasigender,marginalisasi,subordinasi,stereotipe,
kekerasandanbebanganda.
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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

1.1BackgroundofStudy

Amidalargenumberofgroupsandactivistsvoicingtheissueofgender

equality,itturnsoutthattherearestillmuchunfairtreatmentanddiscrimination

receivedbymanyparties,especiallywomen.Nepalisoneoftheunderdeveloped

countriesintheworldwherethemajorityofthepopulationmustsurviveinproblems

ofpovertyandgenderdiscrimination.AlthoughNepalhasratifiedTheConventionon

TheEliminationofAllFormsofDiscriminationagainstWomen(CEDAW)1991,Nepal

stillputsasidewomen'srightsandlimitsthem.AfamousNepalesewriter,Thapa

(2016)statesthatHefeltbetrayedbyhisowncountry.Herealizedthatthepresence

ofwomeninNepalwasneverexpectedandwasnottreatedwell.Thisisoneofthem

seenfrom theactionoftheerasureofwomen’sagencyasfullhumanbeings

ThemajorityofNepalesesocietyconsiderthepositionofwomentobemuch

lowerthanthatofmen.Theybelievethatawoman'slifeisgreatlyinfluencedbyher

fatherandhusband,whichmeansthatwomendonothavetheirownidentity.Thisis

inlinewithaNepaleseproverbthat"womenhavenocaste".

ThewaiverofrightscarriedoutagainstNepalesewomencanalsobeseen

throughtheopportunitiestogettheeducationandworkthattheyreceive.Dangol

(2010)explainsthatwomenhavelimitedaccesstoeducationandjobs.Thisis



2

differentfrom thefactthatNepalesewomenhaveasizablecontributionasagood

workforceandmentorsinthehousehold.Mahat(2003)statesthatthepositionof

Nepalesewomenisfarbehindmen.Girlsarenottreatedaswellasboysfrom the

day they are born.They also do nothave the same opportunity to achieve

developmentanddevelopthemselves.Thissituationiscommonlyknownasgender

discrimination.

Genderdiscriminationisaterm usedtoindicatetheexistenceofunfavorable

treatmentreceivedbysomeoneduetogender.Discriminationisrecognizedasa

form ofinequalityandaproblem forwomenaroundtheworld.AccordingtoFakih

(1996),genderdiscriminationisatreatmentofindividualsdifferentlybased on

gender,race,religion,andage.AccordingtoTheodorson(1979)discriminationisan

unequaltreatmentagainstindividualsorgroupsbasedonsomething.Thisisusually

unique,suchasbasedonrace,ethnicity,religion,andsocialclass.Meanwhile,

accordingtoPeplau(1999)discriminationisthebehaviorofacceptingorrejecting

someonebasedontheirpositioninsociety.Ingeneral,discriminationisanattitude

thatdifferentiatesothersbasedonethnicity,religion,andrace.

Victimsofgenderdiscriminationaregenerallywomen.Thisiscausedbyalack

ofunderstandinginsocietyaboutthenaturalandunnaturaldifferencesbetween

menandwomenorwhatiscommonlyreferredtoasgender.AccordingtoBhasin

(2000)genderreferstothesocio-culturaldefinitionofmenandwoman,theway

societydistinguishesmenandwomanandassignsthem socialrules.Oakley(1972)

statesthatgenderisadifferenceorsexthatisnotbiologicalandnotnatural.

Meanwhile,accordingtoWorldHealthOrganization(WHO)genderisacharacterof

womenandmen,suchasnormsorgrouprelationshipsofmenandwomen,which

aresociallyconstructed.Lips(1993)definesgenderastheculturalexpectationsof
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men and women.Forexample,women are synonymouswith gentle,beautiful,

motherly,andemotionalattitudes.Meanwhile,menaresynonymouswithstrong,
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rational,andpowerfulpersonalities.

Genderdiscriminationisinfluencedbyseveralaspectssuchasreligion,culture,

ethnicity,andespeciallypatriarchalculturewhichishereditary.AccordingtoBhasin

(2010)patriarchyisasystem ofdominationandsuperiorityofmenoverwomen.

Bressler(2007)statesthatpatriarchyisasocialsystem thatplacesmenasthemain

centralauthorityfigureinsocialorganization.Societiesthatadheretoapatriarchal

system usuallythinkthatmenarealwayssuperiortowomenandwomenwillalways

beundermen'spower,whichcausesmanywomentoreceiveunfairtreatmentsuch

asnotbeingabletogetagoodeducation,unabletogetajobandsalarywhatis

appropriate,eveneverythingaboutwomeniscontrolledanddeterminedbymen.

Thisprovesthatthestatusofwomenisconsideredlow.Syed(2001)statesthat

womenhavealwaysbeenseenasbelongingtomen.Onlymenareconsidered

creatureswho havewisdom.Womenareconsidered unwise.Therefore,people

considerwomentobewatchedbymen.Actionsofdiscriminationarestillvisible

today.Womenarenotallowedtobuildtheirownidentity.Womenarealwaysseenas

thedaughterorwifeofaman.Sotheirautonomyistakenaway.

Genderdiscriminationcanmanifestinseveralformsofaction.Fakih(1996)

statesthatthere are severalformsofdiscrimination againstwomen,such as

marginalization,subordination,stereotyping,violenceagainstwomen,anddouble

burden.Muchdi(2001)statesthatgenderdiscriminationismanifestedinvarious

formsofinjustice,oneofwhichisstereotypesagainstwomen.Womenarelabeled

asweakcreatures,andcanonlydohouseholdchores.AccordingtoPokharel(2008)

variousformsofgenderdiscriminationagainstwomenarecarriedoutbasedon

ethnicity,oneofwhichoccursintheBrahmanaandChhetrigroups.Brahmanaand

Chettriareonegroupthatisoftenforcedtomarryatanearlyage.Girlsfrom
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BrahmanaandChettrifamiliesareforcedtomarryatanearlyagewithouttheir

consent(Luitel,1992).
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Thisproblem isexposedinthenovelSold(2006)byPatriciaMcCormick.The

novelshowsthelifeofaNepalesewoman,Lakshmi.Sheisawomanistreated

unfairly.Shehastotakecareofalltheneedsathome,takecareofhersister,and

alsohelphermotherworkintheforest.Shehastotakecareofallthelivestock.She

repairsrooftilesandhandlesalldomesticworkthatshouldbedonebymen.She

alsocannotgotoschoollikeherothermalefriends.Sheshouldnotleavethehouse

duringmenstruation,becauseitisconsidereddisgusting.Shewasalsoforcedto

workasasexworker.Shehadtoservemanymen.Sheonlygetsasalaryequivalent

to one can ofcoca-cola.Besides being shown byLaksmi's character,gender

discriminationinthisnovelisalsoshownbythecultureandstereotypesofthe

communitywhenthebirthofadaughter.Ifagirlisborn,thenhermotherisnot

requiredtobegivenfullmilk.However,ifthemaleisborn,thenhismothermustbe

givenfullmilk.Andifababygirlisborn,thefamilyisobligedtoperform aritualof

prayingtoGodsothatitisimmediatelygivenaboy.Butnotthesameaswhenthe

birthofababyboy.

There are severalresearchers who have examined this novelbutused

differentpointsofviewandadopteddifferentthemes.AnisaAtillaHaya(2017)She

discussesthecharacterswhoarevictimsofhumantrafficking.Shealsodiscussed

theformsofhumantraffickinginthenovelsuchasforcedlabor,bondedlabor,

involuntarydomesticservitude,andsextrafficking.Somecharactersinthenovel

alsoexperiencetheeffectsofactsofhumantraffickings,suchasphysicalimpact,

psychologicalimpact,andsocialimpact.

ThenextresearcherwhodiscussesthisnovelisYunitaTrisnaningtyas(2011).

Shediscussedthepsychologyofwomeninthisnovel.Thisresearchbeginsby

examiningtheexternalandinternalconflictsfacedbywomeninthenovel.Thenit
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alsoexaminesthe
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pubertyofawomanandalsoexaminestherelationshipbetweenamotherand

daughter.Andalsoresearchingaboutawoman'spersonalityandcharacteristics.

Bothofthesestudiesgivecontributionsandinspirationinanalyzingthenovel

Sold(2006)byPatriciaMcCormick.Incontrasttopreviousresearch,thisstudy

focuses on the issue ofgenderdiscrimination.The main charactergets bad

treatmentfrom thecommunity.Althoughthisnovelhasbeendiscussedwitha

differenttheme,thisstudywillshow theissueofgenderdiscriminationshown

throughthemaincharacterwhoisaNepalesewomanwhoisnottreatedfavorably

bythecommunity.

1.2Problem ofStudy

GenderDiscrimination can beseen in thenovelSold (2006)byPatricia

McCormick.Therefore,inordertorevealtheissueaboutgenderdiscrimination,the

researchquestionisformulatedbelow:

1.Whataretheformsofdiscriminationagainstwomenpresentedinthenovel

Sold(2006)byPatriciaMcCormick?

2.Howdothewomenmakeeffortstoresistgenderdiscrimination...

1.3PurposeoftheStudy

Theaim ofthisstudyistofindouthow farthenovelSold(2006)byPatricia

McCormickexposestheissueaboutgenderdiscriminationandhowdothewomen

makeeffortstoresistgenderdiscrimination.Furthermore,itisconductedtherole

ofacharacterinthenovelrevealingtheissueofgenderdiscrimination.Second,to
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findoutcausedthisideologyaffectsthefemalecharactersinthisnovel.


