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ABSTRACT

Gusfira, V., Y. (2022). The Use of English Podcast among English
Education  Students at  Universitas Negeri  Padang.
Undergraduate Thesis. Padang: English Language and
Literature Department, Faculty of Languages and Arts.
Universitas Negeri Padang.

Technological developments have changed human life, including the
education sector. Currently, many technology-based learning media have
been found, podcast is one of them. Podcasts can be used as an additional
learning media, especially for listening and speaking activities. This study
aims to see the phenomenon of using English podcast among English
Education students at Universitas Negeri Padang and explore their
perception about the use of podcast to improve their listening and speaking
skills. This study used a qualitative research method with a case study
approach. The interview was used to collect the data. Based on the
preliminary observation of English Education students at Universitas
Negeri Padang, there are not many of podcast users among English
Education students, especially English podcast. The data shows that only
about 13% of English Education students use podcasts, of which 7% use
English podcasts. Based on this data, students who use English podcasts
agree that English podcasts can be used as additional learning media that
can improve their listening and speaking skills. However, students also
found their own challenges when listening to English podcasts, namely
words, idioms or slang that are unfamiliar to them and also internet
network problems.

Keywords: podcast, perception, listening, speaking



ABSTRAK

Gusfira, V., Y. (2022). The Use of English Podcast among English
Education Students at Universitas Negeri Padang. Skripsi.
Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris. Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni.
Universitas Negeri Padang.

Perkembangan teknologi telah mengubah kehidupan manusia, termasuk
bidang Pendidikan. Saat ini sudah banyak ditemukan media pembelajaran
berbasis teknologi, salah satunya adalah podcast. Podcast dapat digunakan
sebagai media pembelajaran tambahan, terutama untuk Kkegiatan
mendengarkan dan berbicara. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk melihat
fenomena penggunaan podcast berbahasa Inggris dikalangan mahasiswa
Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris di Universitas Negeri Padang dan menggali
persepsi mereka tentang penggunaan podcast Bahasa Inggris untuk
meningkatkan keterampilan mendengarkan dan berbicara. Penelitian ini
menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan pendekatakn studi kasus.
Wawancara digunakan sebagai metode pengumpulan data. Berdasarkan
hasil dari observasi awal pada mahasiswa Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris di
Universitas Negeri Padang belum banyak ditemukan mahasiswa yang
menggunakan podcast, khususnya podcast bahasa Inggris. Data
menunjukkan bahwa hanya sekitar 13% mahasiswa Pendidikan Bahasa
Inggris yang menggunakan podcast, 7% dianataranya menggunakan
podcast Bahasa Inggris. Berdasarkan data tersebut, mahasiswa yang
menggunakan podcast Bahasa Inggris setuju bahwa podcast Bahasa
Inggris dapat digunakan sebagai media pembelajaran tamabahan yang
dapat meningkatkan keterampilan mendengarkan dan berbicara mereka.
Disisi lain, mereka juga menemukan tantangan tersendiri Kketika
mendengarkan podcast bahasa Inggris, seperti kata-kata, idiom, atau slang
yang asing bagi mereka serta juga masalah jaringan internet.

Keyword: Podcast, persepsi, mendengarkan, berbicara
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

In learning English, listening is considered as one of the difficult subject
for English Education students. Diora & Rosa (2020) found that there are a
number of difficulties faced by English students of Universitas Negeri Padang
(UNP) in listening class. This is likely due to the limited amount of time
allocated for the listening class (just once a week for two credits). Aside from
the classroom learning process, the student will not review the content or seek
out extra resources to assist them to improve their listening skills. Another
reason is that students typically experience anxiety before listening class, which
can occur as a result of overthinking and the fear of making mistakes. As a
result, the limited study hours combined with these issues make the learning
process less optimal. Most of the issues students face in listening classes are
anxiousness, difficulties in inferring the meaning of unknown words, difficulty
to concentrate, slurred audio pronunciation, and difficulty in remembering what
was said in the audio. As a result, students must take initiative to find additional
materials and media to assist them in practicing listening independently.
Perhaps practicing alone will help them reduce their anxiety, so they can relax
and focus more on listening.

Besides listening, another skill that is generally difficult for English
Education students at Department of English Language and Literature to master
is speaking skill. Speaking English in a conversation or in front of public can be
challenging, according to English Education students (Mitha et.al, 2018).
Speaking classes, like listening classes, have limited hours, so participation in
learning is less than optimal and additional learning and practice outside the
classroom are needed. The problems in speaking include the lack of self-

confidence of students, worries about making mistakes in pronunciation,



grammar, or lexical items they use to express something, worrying about being
criticized, and feeling embarrassed when speaking English. In addition, the lack
of student initiative to seek other learning resources is also one of the causes
(Riadil, 2020). Another problem that often occurs during speaking activities is
anxiety and lack of confidence. Speaking anxiety is very influential on students’
speaking activities, especially when they have to speak in front of many people.
Additionally, students admitted that they lacked the self confidence to speak in
front of many people because they felt embarrassed if they made mistakes and
were judged negatively by their friends. They will believe that their friends are
superior than them. It makes them unwilling to participate in class. (Mitha et.al,
2018).

Nevertheless, with some methods, all of these problems may be solved,
and solutions to the problems encountered earlier can be found, because
technology is continually evolving. Currently, many media and applications can
assist English learners in more readily accessing learning materials via their
smartphones at any time and anywhere. Many applications and websites offer a
variety of elements for learning English engagingly and enjoyably, and they are
easily accessed. In this digital era, the use of technology as a medium for the
learning process is common. Through technology, students can view, create,
share and find all the information needed to improve their language skills
(Prayitmojo et.al, 2018). There have been many new technologies developed,
and one of them is the podcast, which offers resources for language learning
(Bustari et.al, 2017). Podcast is one of the technology products that can be used
to learning English, as well as to increase vocabulary and practice their
pronunciation (Sansinadi et,al, 2020).

Podcast is audio files that can be uploaded via the internet and can be
downloaded via a laptop or smartphone (Chowdhury, 2019). A podcast is a
broadcast in the form of voice recordings from the hosts. Through the
recordings, the users may listen to talks or conversations between hosts and
guests discussing a particular topic. Currently, podcast is one of the trends in

Indonesia. The current trend in content distribution is shifting away from video-



based content, like that found on Youtube, and has incorporated audio-based
content, like that found on podcasts (Zellatifanny, 2020). Many users engage in
podcast content because the discussions are interesting and more relaxed. In
addition, users may choose the episodes they like randomly without having to
listen to all of them (such as the topics they dislike). When compared to
conventional radio broadcasts, podcasts are more flexible. In Indonesia, Spotify,
Soundcloud, and Google podcasts are the three main platforms that are
frequently accessed for listening to podcasts (Stephani et.al, 2021).

As one of the media resulting from technological advances, a podcast
provides convenience in language learning. Darwis (2016) states that many
teachers around the world sometimes use podcasts in their teaching and
learning activities. Over the last few years, podcasts have continued to evolve.
Podcast users continue to experience an increase. Indonesia is the second-
largest podcast user in the world in 2021 with a total of 35.6% (katadata: 2021).
The highest number of users is with an age range of 15-24 years (katadata:
2021). The use of podcasts has now touched the world of education as a
learning medium. This can be seen from the use of podcasts in the field of
education which reaches 10.6% (katadata:2021).

The use of English podcast in language learning has become a part of so
many researchers’ interests that a lot of research has been conducted on this
topic. The studies conducted have shown that podcasts are quite effective as a
media of learning and have a positive impact on increasing students'
understanding of the English learning process. The study conducted by Hasan
& Hoon (2012) finds that most of the respondents enjoy listening to podcasts
and it piques their interest in learning English. This research also reveals that
listening to podcasts can help students to enhance their language skKills.

Another study was conducted by Bustari and Samad (2017) highlighting
that employing podcasts in the learning process improves students' speaking
skills significantly. As a result, podcast media can be utilized as an alternate
medium in EFL classes to teach English, particularly speaking abilities.

Podcasts can help students overcome issues like poor fluency and inaccurate



pronunciation. Students' grades rise, implying that their speaking abilities have
improved. Students are more motivated to learn the language, and it can help
them enhance their intelligence, fluency, and pronunciation skills. In conclusion,
using podcast media to teach speaking produced good effects in terms of
helping students enhance their speaking performance, particularly their
pronunciation and fluency.

The study conducted by Rahmatia and Widiatsuty (2018) found that
students love to use podcasts in listening classes because they are easy to use.
Students think that podcasts can help them learn to listen and they are willing to
use podcasts as an alternative way to learn to listen. Most of the students also
agree that podcasting is easy to access as many podcasting websites are
available on the internet. However, there is one problem that students face
when listening to podcasts, namely the duration of the podcast is too long,
which causes students to get bored and lose focus when listening to it.

Widodo et.al (2019) found that the use of podcasts in listening classes
has numerous advantages, including stimulating students to be more
imaginative, enriching students' vocabulary, assisting students in learning new
things, assisting students in becoming better listeners, developing new interests,
and enhancing students’ creativity and confidence. In line with Widodo et.al,
Sansinadi et.al (2020) revealed that undergraduate students viewed Podcasts as
a useful medium for expanding their English learning opportunities. They may
be motivated to study English if they listen to podcasts. It can also assist them
in expanding their vocabulary and encouraging them to talk and fix their
pronunciation.

Another research was conducted by Rahmasari. et.al (2021) discovered
that students had a favorable opinion of the utilization of podcasts in learning
speaking. Students think podcasts are engaging media because there are so
many different types of content or themes that they can listen to and practice
speaking on whenever they want. They also agree that podcasts can help
students improve their speaking skills, such as their vocabulary and word

pronunciation.



Even though podcast is a popular learning media for learning English in
Indonesia currently, in English Language and Literature Department, based on
preliminary observation, it was found that only 13% of English education
students are podcast users. From the 13%, 7% are English podcast users and
6% are not English podcast users. Based on the results of the preliminary
observation above, we can see that there are not many podcast users among
English education students. There are some who say they prefer to listen to
English songs and watch movies or shows with subtitles instead of listening to
podcast. It can be concluded that the phenomenon of using podcast, especially
English podcast, is not very popular among UNP English education students.

Considering the above views and benefits, the researcher wants to see
more about the use of English podcast among English Education students and
also to know their perception of using English podcast as a media for learning
English. In addition, the researcher also wants to know whether podcast is able
to help English education students at Universitas Negeri Padang to improve
their listening and speaking skills and what are the challenges that they face

when use or listen to English podcast and how to deal with the challenges.

B. Focus of the Research

Listening and speaking are two of the English skills that are still difficult
to master for English as a foreign-language learners, including students of
English Education at English Language and Literature Department, Universitas
Negeri Padang. This is due to the limited amount of time allocated for both
listening and speaking class. The most common obstacles that students
encounter in listening classes include nervousness, trouble figuring out the
meaning of unfamiliar words, trouble focusing, slurred audio pronunciation,
and trouble recalling what was said in the audio. Speaking is another ability that
is typically challenging for students to develop in addition to listening. Lack of

self-confidence, worry about making mistakes, frequent nervousness when



speaking, and a limited vocabulary are issues that can impede students' ability
to enhance their English skills in speaking class.

The student will not review the material outside of the classroom or look
for other resources to help them develop their speaking and listening abilities.
Another reason is that before classes, students frequently feel anxious, which
can be brought on by overthinking and the worry about making mistakes. As a
result, the learning process is less effective due to the limited study time and
these problems.

In conclusion, the listening and speaking skills of English Education
students are not satisfactory due to several factors, including limited learning
hours, limited learning resources, and lack of practice carried out by students.
Therefore, in order for pupils to overcome issues with their listening and
speaking and find learning media that are able to overcome the problems that

students have.

C. Research Question
1. How is the use of English Podcast as an additional learning media among
English education students at UNP?
2. How is students' perception on the use of English podcast as an additional
learning media to improve listening and speaking skills?

3. What are the challenges that faced by students when using podcast?

D. Purpose of the Research
Based on the explanation above, the purposes of the research are:

1. To know the use of English podcast as an additional learning media for
English Education students at UNP.

2. To know English Education students’ perception on the use of English
podcast as an additional learning media to improve their listening and
speaking skills

3. To know the challenges of using English Podcast



E. Significance of the Research
This study's findings are considered to be useful for:

a. Lecturers, the results of this study are expected to provide information and
suggestions for lecturers to use podcasts as one of alternative English
learning media especially for listening and speaking.

b. For students, learning outcomes are expected to motivate them to learn
English through English podcasts.

c. For further researchers, the findings of this study should give information
and understanding concerning students' perspectives of using English

podcasts for learning English.

F. Definition of the Key Terms
1. Perception
Perception is the way or how a person sees something according to their

point of view.

2. Podcast
A podcast is a digital audio recording made available on the internet for

download to a computer or mobile device.

3. Listening
Listening is the process when someone hears what another person is saying

and tries to understand what it means.

4. Speaking

Speaking is the process of conveying language through the mouth.
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