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ABSTRAK

Putri, Meutia Eka. 2014. “ The Third Year English Department Students’
Grammar Mastery in Concord at State University of Radang: A Case
Study in K2-2011 Class”.Skripsi. Jurusan Bahasa Inggris. Fakultas
Bahasa dan Seni. Universitas Negeri Padang.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui tingkahguasaaaigrammar
mahasiswa kelas K2-2011 (mahasiswa tingkat Il garu Bahasa Inggris
Universitas Negeri Padang), khususngancord jenis-jenis kesalahan yang
ditemukan, serta penyebab-penyebab kesalahan ykkgkén oleh mahasiswa
tersebut. Jenis penelitian yang dilakukan adalahelg&an deskriptif. Data
penelitian ini diperoleh dari tagrammaryang terdiri dari 50 soal: 10 soal untuk
Adjective—Noun Agreemer0 soal untulPronoun—Antecedent Agreemehisoal
untuk Concord in the Distributive Plural5 soal untukObject — Complement
Agreement10 soal untukverb — Verb AgreemenSubjek penelitiannya adalah
mahasiswa kelas K2-2011 yang berjumlah 30 orang.

Berdasarkan hasil penelitian, tingkat penguaggammarmahasiswa kelas
K2-2011 jurusan Bahasa Inggris Universitas Negaddng dalanconcordmasih
rendah (46,53) dan mereka masih belum menguasaiipip concord. Kesalahan
terbanyak ditemukan dalaf®bject — Complement Agreemedimana sekitar
68,67% dari total kesalahan adalah kesalahan dagsmni. Adapun penyebab
kesalahan terbanyak adalkhlse Concept HypothesizaddOvergeneralization.

Kata Kunci: Grammar Mastery, Concord
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

1.1Background of the Problem

As stated by Brown (2010), grammar is the centelanfuage use. For
language learners, it is important to know the gream of the target language
since grammar is one of important aspects to makeect and meaningful
sentences and utterances. Learning a language resangg the grammatical
structure of that language, and the knowledge afhgnar itself is evaluated by its
correct use in communication through listening,as®y, reading and writing.
Therefore, learning grammar is essential becausdaihguage learners should
know grammar rules in order to be able to use dhguage accurately to make a
complete sentence and to speak the language fjuentl

Unfortunately, learning grammar is undoubtedly cboaped and difficult
for some EFL (English as a Foreign Language) stisdbecause there are so
many English grammar rules that must be learnt rmadtered by the students.
There are rules about using verb forms, tenseis)emt prepositions, adjectives,
adverbs, pronouns, agreement of words in a sent@weord), etc. Another
reason is probably because of the interferencehefstudents’ first language
(Indonesian).

Since English is a foreign language in Indonesiagquires great efforts
for the students to learn the elements of the laggusuch as grammar, which
differ from those in Indonesian. The differencesasen two languages can cause

problems to students. For example, Indonesian doebave tenses like those in



English. In addition, in Indonesian, it does nditidiguish gender in pronoun like
English doeshe/him/hisfor male;she/her/hey.

These differences between English and studentsst fianguage
(Indonesian) could constitute problems in learnigglish. The students often
make a lot of errors in making sentences. Theynoft@ke a sentence which is
syntactically right but lexically wrong or vice . It shows that the students
have difficulties in arranging words for constragtisentences.

The grammar rule for constructing words into aeeoe is called concord.
It is the agreement of words (Nouns, Pronouns, &djes, and Verbs) in a
sentence both in number, person, gender and tdnse.the basic rule for
constructing a sentence. Therefore, this rule @nmgnar must be learnt and
mastered by the students in order to be able tdeaggtish correctly in speaking
and writing, as communicative skills in English. efé are several types of
concord: Subject — Verb Agreement; Subject — Complg Agreement; Subject
— Object Agreement; Pronoun — Antecedent Agreemguijective — Noun
Agreement; Object — Complement Agreement; Verb b\Agreement; Concord
in the distributive plural.

In fact, some errors committed by EFL studentstedldo concord have
been found in some previous studies. Based ondy stonducted by Haryanto
(2007), it was found that grammatical errors thegden can be various. There
were errors found in using verb groups, for exasypfé/e visited Bali museum to
saw Balinese culture; *The doctor examined my ears &ag that..., these

sentences should have be®ve visited Bali museum to sBalinese cultureand



The doctor examined my ears and daiat. ...

Another grammatical error made by the studentsiw#ise use of Subject-
Verb Agreement, for instanceA*large number of students ssck. The correct
one isA large number of students as&ck.A study conducted by Isyam in 2006
also described that the concord mastery of thei&ngbepartment students of
State University of Padang was only satisfactoryh@naverage, which was not as
good as it had been expected.

As EFL students, English Department students apea®d to master the
rules of grammar and will not produce such grameahtrrors because they have
learnt English grammatical structure intensivelge ' English Department students
of State University of Padang, for instance, take fgrammar courses which are
prerequisite subjects. In other words, they musisatructure 1 course before
taking Structure 2, and to be able to take Funati@rammar course, they have to
pass Structure 3 and Structure 2. Therefore, theskents should have mastered
English grammar rules.

Based on the explanations above, it was necessaignduct a study to
know the English Department students’ grammar mgaste concord at State

University of Padang.

1.21dentification of the Problem

As stated previously, the EFL students still haifécdlties in arranging
words to form sentences appropriately. It possilgigurs because the students get
confused in using the rules of grammar that theyeHaant since there are so

many grammar rules to be learnt.



The interference of the students’ first languagelg¢hesian) could also
cause the problems. It is inevitable that in leagritnglish as a foreign language
the students usually get problems due to the éifilees between Indonesian and
the target language (English). Because of thisstaéents will probably make
errors during the process of learning.

One of the errors they made was in the use of ecdnome of the grammar
rules that deals with how the words are matcheatdger to make sentences. This
is the basic rule of grammar which explains the weaysentence is form.
Definitely, the students should know this rule (cord) in order to be able to

make correct and meaningful sentences.

1.3Limitation of the Problem

There are several problems that can be studiednoazd. In this study,
the writer limited her focus in five types of comdp namely Pronoun —
Antecedent Agreement, Adjective — Noun Agreemenje€@t — Complement
Agreement, Verb — Verb Agreement and Concord inDistributive Plural. The
other three types of concord (Subject — Verb Agm@imSubject — Complement
AgreementSubject — Object Agreement) had been studied béfo2€07 by the
grammar lecturer of English Department of Stateversity of Padang, who was
also the writer's advisor. Thus, the writer wouldlel to study the students’
mastery in different types of concord.

Furthermore, from these five types of concord, whger could see how
far Indonesian (as the students’ first languagd@céd their target language

(English), as there are some differences betweeglighnand Indonesian in



grammatical structure, for examples, Indonesiansdo& have tenses and the
differentiation between gender for pronouns. Moerpvhe writer limited this
study to the grammar mastery of the third year EhgDepartment students at
State University of Padang because they were exgetd master English
grammar rules, including concord, for they havalistd grammar intensively for

more than two years.

1.4Formulation of the Problem
The problem was formulated as follows “How is th&d year of English
Department students’ grammar mastery in concordStte University of

Padang?”

1.5Research Questions
These are some questions that should be answeeedlaing this study:

a. How is the third year English Department studerggammar
mastery in concord at State University of Padang?

b. What kinds of errors are made by the third year liEhg
Department students at State University of Padamgusing
concord?

c. What are the causes of the errors made by the yeiad English
Department students at State University of Padamgusing

concord?

1.6 Purposes of the Research

The objectives of this study are to:



a. Find out the third year English Department studegtammar
mastery in concord at State University of Padang

b. Find out the kinds of errors made by the third y&arglish
Department students at State University of Padanging concord

c. Find out the causes of the errors made by the geat English

Department students at State University of Padanging concord

1.7 The Significance of the Research

The significance of this finding can be viewed fraoth theoretical and
practical aspects. Theoretically, the result of 8tudy gives information about the
clear description of the students’ grammar mast&ssides, practically, it is
hoped that the lecturers can define the problecedfady the students in mastering
grammar especially in using concord, and find neethods to anticipate the
making of errors by their students. Finally, ithsped that this research can be
used as useful information for the next researciieo wants to conduct the
further research about concord toward studentsmgrar mastery. It may be

useful for them to use this study as a refereno®taluct another related research.

1.8 Definitions of the Key Terms
Mastery :complete knowledge of rules
Grammar : the study about sentence structure
Concord : the agreement of words (Nouns, Pronofidgctives, and Verbs)

in a sentence both in number, person, gender aisé te





