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ABSTRAK

Endriyani, Rita. 2013. The Third Year Students’ Writing Quality Viewed From the
Four Cs (Concise, Credible, Clear, and Correct) at English
Department of Padang State University. Skripsi. Jurusan Bahasa dan
Sastra Inggris Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni, Universitas Negeri Padang.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mendeskripsikan kemampuan menulis
mahasiswa tingkat 111 Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris tahun masuk 2010/ 2011
di lihat dari concise (efektif), credible (terpercaya), clear (jelas), dan correct
(benar) dalam menulis essay.

Penelitian ini adalah penelitian descriptive. Populasi penelitian ini adalah
mahasiswa tingkat 111 jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris tahun masuk 2010/ 2011
Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni, Universitas Negeri Padang yang berjumlah 25 orang.
Sample di ambil dengan menggunakan teknik random sampling. Data
dikumpulkan dengan menggunakan tes writing. Mahasiswa diberikan 3 topik dan
diminta untuk membuat analytical esei dengan memilih salah satu topik yang telah
tersedia dalam waktu 150 menit.

Berdasarkan data yang diperoleh, 92% tulisan siswa dikategorikan
sedang, dan 2% dikategorikan jelek untuk indikator concise. 60% tulisan siswa
dikategorikan sedang, dan 40% dikategorikan jelek untuk indikator credible. 52%
tulisan siswa dikategorikan sedang, dan 48% dikategorikan jelek untuk indikator
clear. 60% tulisan siswa dikategorikan sedang, 32% dikategorikan jelek, dan 8%
dikategorikan sangat jelek untuk indikator correct. Secara keseluruhan, 66%
tulisan siswa diketaegorikan sedang, 32% dikategorikan jelek, dan 2%
dikeategorikan sangat jelek.

Dengan demikian, dapat disimpulkan bahwa mahasiswa tingkat I11
jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris tahun masuk 2010/ 2011 Fakultas Bahasa dan
Seni, Universitas Negeri memili kemampuan yang masih sedang dalam menulis
esei yang bagus dilihat dari concise, credible, clear, dan correct. Lebih lanjut,
penulis mengharapkan siswa untuk lebih berlatih menulis sebuah esei yang bagus
baik di kampus maupun di luar kampus.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Writing is an essential skill needed by college students, especially
English students of Padang State University. English students should have writing
skill such as writing an essay, article, and paper. They have to be able to produce a
piece of good writing. In university, there are Writing classes. English Department
of Padang State University has Writing I, I, and Il classes. Through these
classes, the students can develop their writing skill, and they are taught how to
make a piece of good writing.

The students have passed three classes of writing. It means that they
should have a capability in producing a piece of good writing. It will help them to
write a paper or thesis as their final project at university. In contrary, some
students still have some problems in writing, such as in conciseness, credibility,
clarity, and correctness. Based on an interview with writing lecture of English
Department on 20 March 2012, that students’ writing was not good enough as an
academic writing. The lecturer said that students’ writing were less concise. There
were run on and redundant sentences in the students’ writing, the idea sometime
did not relate each other.

Moreover, the lecturer said that students’ writing were less credible, because
students’ did not give expert’s opinion, they just wrote based on their argument.

In addition, clarity and correctness of students’ writing still had problem. Students



had idea to write an essay, but there were many grammatical errors in their essay.
Therefore, grammar errors made their essay difficult to be understood. In short,
correctness affects the clarity in the essay.

According to Wilbert (2000: 14) redundancy is a problem for many
writers; they do not use words economically. They tend to use more words than
needed. Therefore, students’ writing can not be called concise. Concise means that
effective to use sentences in the essay. Students’ writing is not effective because
there are many repetitive and redundant words.

Furthermore, students” writing problem is lack of the sources; this thing
was said by writing lecturer of English Department. The students sometimes do
not give some proofs or evidences in their writing to reinforce their statement.
They just write their own opinion without supported them with some evidences or
examples. Therefore, their statement is not strong to ensure the reader, it was not
credible.

Clarity and correctness are also important in writing. Clear means that
the message of the essay should clear. In addition, correct should be concerned too
by the students. Many students have grammatical errors, spelling, and punctuation
in their writing, and these are the common errors done by students.

Writing is not easy; Gaspar (2012: 8) says writing is not easy because the
writer should make it in a good structure. There are many organizations/ structures
of writing process that should get an attention to write an essay. Firstly, the
students should choose a topic; it will help students focus to the point that they

want to write in the essay. Besides, the topic sentence; it introduces the topic and



controls the information given in the essay. The last is supporting sentence, it
gives additional information about the topic. Students have to write them clearly,
accurately, and explicitly in order to make a good writing. Furthermore, message
from the students should be reached by the reader. Each sentence must be clear,
and students have to give some evidences in the essay. They can get it from an
article, book, or trusted sources. Moreover, no errors in grammar, punctuation,
and spelling are the most important thing too in writing; they will help the reader
to understand the content of the essay.

The students lack of the bases of a good writing. Writing does not only
transfer the idea from their mind into an essay, but how to write based on
writing’s rule to produce a piece good writing. They have to fulfill the
characteristics of good writing. There are four characteristics of good writing that
should be mastered by the students. They are concise, credible, clear, and correct.
Therefore, this research is about “The Third Year Students’ Writing Quality
Viewed from the Four Cs (Concise, Credible, Clear, and Correct) at English
Department of Padang State University”.

B. Identification of the Problem

Based on the background, the students had problems in producing a piece
of good writing. Their writing was not organized well. Transferring ideas into an
essay was not easy to be done. Therefore, it was difficult for them to find and
develop the idea. Besides, there were grammatical errors founded in their essay,

many redundant words, and the essay lack of the sources and ideas. There were



many problems of students in writing. But, this research conducted students’
writing quality viewed from four Cs (concise, credible, clear, and correct).
C. Limitation of the Problem
The problem in this research was limited to analysis concise, credible,
clear, and correct of college students” writing.
D. Formulation of the Problem
The study was conducted and guided through the following question:
“are students’ college writings concise, credible, clear, and correct?”.
E. Research Questions
The problem of the research was elaborated in the following questions:
1. How concise is students’ writing?
2. How credible is students’ writing?
3. How clear is students’ writing?
4. How correct is students’ writing?
F. Purpose of the Research
The purposes of this research were:
1. To explain how concise students’ writing.
2. To explain how credible students’ writing.
3. To explain how clear students’ writing.
4. To explain how correct students’ writing.
G. Significance of the Research

The finding of this research was expected to give some contributions to
the following:



1. Theoretically, the experts found that students lack of the bases of good
writing, they had problem in producing a piece of good writing.

2. Practically, the finding of this research could help students to know how
good their writing and this research could develop their writing skill, and
helped them to be a good writer after graduated. Besides, this research
could help lecturers who teach in writing class to know students’ writing
skill in writing an essay. The result of this research could be a reference by
lectures to give a new method at Writing class.

H. Definition of Key Term

1. Writing : a thinking process and communication act to deliver the

idea
2. Concise  : writing important things or to the point in the essay, and

avoiding redundant sentences.

3. Credible : content of the essay is factual and accuracy by giving
some examples, evidences, and proofs.

4. Clear : message of the essay can be read by the reader.

5. Correct :essay is free of errors in spelling, grammar, and

punctuation.



