AN ERROR ANALYSIS ON THE USE OF GERUND BY THE
SECOND YEAR STUDENTS OF ENGLISH DEPARTMENT OF
UNIVERSITAS NEGERI PADANG

Thesis

Submitted as Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements to Obtain Bachelor of
Education (B.Ed) in English Language Education Program

Helen Srimaharani Putri
15018029/ 2015

Advisor :

Fitrawati, S.S., M.Pd.
NIP. 19801119.200812.200

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
FACULTY OF LANGUAGES AND ARTS
UNIVERSITAS NEGERI PADANG
2020









UNIVERSITAS NEGERI PADANG
FAKULTAS BAHASA DAN SENI
JURUSAN BAHASA DAN SASTRA INGGRIS
Kampus Selatan FBS UNP Air Tawar Padang. Telp/Fax: (0751) 447347
Web: http://english.unp.ac.id

SURAT PERNYATAAN TIDAK PLAGIAT

Saya yang bertanda tangan di bawah ini:
Nama : Helen Srimaharani Putri

NIM/TM : 15018029/2015

Prodi : Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris
Jurusan : Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris
Fakultas : Bahasa dan Seni

Dengan ini menyatakan bahwa Skripsi/Tugas Akhir saya dengan judul An Error
Analysis on the Use of Gerund by the Second Year Students of English
Department of Universitas Negeri Padang adalah benar merupakan hasil karya
saya dan bukan merupakan plagiat dari karya orang lain. Apabila suatu saat
terbukti bahwa saya melakukan plagiat maka saya bersedia diproses dan
menerima sanksi akademis maupun hukum sesuai dengan hukum dan ketentuan
yang berlaku, baik di institusi UNP maupun masyarakat dan negara.

Demikianlah pernyataan ini saya buat dengan penuh kesadaran dan rasa tanggung
jawab sebagai anggota masyarakat ilmiah.

Diketahui oleh,

Ketua Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris,

Desvalini Anwar, S.S., M.Hum., Ph.D
NIP. 19710525.199802.2.002 NIM. 15018029




ABSTRACT

Putri, Helen Srimaharani. 2020. An Error Analysis on the Use of Gerund by
the Second Year Students of English Department of Universitas Negeri
Padang: Skripsi. Padang: Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris. Fakultas
Bahasa dan Seni. Universitas Negeri Padang

This research aimed to find out the types of error and causes of error on using
gerund among the second year students of English Department of Universitas
Negeri Padang. This research is desciptive qualitative research. The sample of this
research is 39 students selected using simple random sampling. The instrument
used in this research was test. The test was divided into two part; completion test
and translation test. The students were given 15 questions for completion test and
20 questions for translation test. The research data were students’ answer sheet.
Based on the data analysis, it was found that the total error is 291 errors. Most
errors were misformation with the total number (125 errors/ 43%), second place
was omission error (110 errors/ 38%) and the last was addition error (56 errors/
19%). Meanwhile, misordering error was not found in this study. Then, it was also
found the causes of error. The most causes of error was ignorance of rules
restriction with the total number 125. Based on the results, it can be concluded
that the students still experience great difficulties in using gerund.

Key Words: Error, Error Analysis, Gerund
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

To become a master in English, learning grammar is very essential
part. According to Larsen- Freeman in Mahdi (2018), grammar is a set of rules
and systems for sentences control, without these rules a sentence of clear and
explicit meaning cannot be formed. Subekti (2017) stated that it is important
to learn grammar because it contributes to accuracy of the four basic skills of
English. As widely known, grammar is the most important part in both of
writing and speaking because the students learn how to construct the utterance
correctly. By learning grammar the students know how to make a good
sentence and arrange the words well. But, grammar also has many
components, one of them is gerund. Some problems occur when students learn

grammar, especially in learning gerund.

Gerund is a verb ending in —ing that is used as a noun, either as a
subject, object or complement. Pyle (2001: 72) says that a gerund is a verb +
ing that is used a noun or a part of noun phrase. Then , Richard (2002: 225)
claimed that a gerund is a verb from which ends in —ing, but which is used in a
sentence like a noun. As we know that gerund is part of grammar, so gerund is
must be learned by the students. Without learning gerund in grammar, the

students will be misunderstood in using both spoken and written.



Then, based on the researcher’s interview with several students in
English Department of UNP, some problems cause the students make errors in
using gerund. Firstly, the students think that they can communicate well
without using gerund. Secondly, students are lack of knowledge of the rules
on adding —ing to the verb when forming gerund. Thirdly, the students have
tendency to think about —ing form in gerund is a tense of present continuous.
According to Wishon and Burks (1980: 268) notice that gerund has the same
form as the present continuous. However, it functions differently in the same
sentence. So, the students always get deceiving of —ing form in English. The
last, the students are often confused in distinguishing the form of gerund
because it has many types. For example: gerund as subject, direct object,
subjective complement, after preposition, after possessive, adjective negative

‘no’ and noun compound.

In this case, most of the students have not realized yet of the
importance of gerund function in English language. Their awareness for using
gerund is less. The students should known if their comprehension in gerund
can be mastered, it means that students have succeed on following the rule of
language in English and there would not occur a chaotic in using English
language. In addition, gerund is very important aspects in speaking and
writing English skill.

Based on the problems that have been stated before, we can assume
that the students’ problem in using gerund is they feel complicated to use

gerund itself. It is because they ignore gerund in grammar so it makes them



difficult to use gerund. To help students to avoid error in gerund is learning
more about gerund and also use it correctly, meanwhile they feel difficult and

even can not use the gerund correctly.

Error occurs because the learner does not know what the correct one is.
Then, error can not be selfcorrected and it is repeatedly happened. Meanwhile,
error analysis is a method use to know what the errors are appear in the learner
language then determine whether those errors are systematic and explain what
caused them. According to Anefnaf (2017), the occurence of errors does not
only indicate that the learner has not learned something yet, but also it gives
the linguist the idea of whether the teaching method applied was effective or it
needs to be changed. To analyze error, Brown (2000) believe that analyzing
the students’ errors deal with observing, analyzing and classifying that have
the purpose to reveal something. Ellis (2008) also states that to analyzing
error, there are four procedures; identifying error, describing error, explaining

error and error evaluation.

There are some previous research that have been done to know the
error analysis of using gerund. A recent journal by Wiwik Yully Widyawati
(2018) in her journal research An Error Analysis of Using Gerund Made by
the Fourth Semester Students of English Department of UNINDRA. This
research aimed to find out the kinds of the error are made by the students of
the fourth semester of the English department of university in using gerund.
She found that comprehensible of the gerund in the fourth semester was very

poor. The next research was conducted by Recci Nuzirwan (2018). He



investigated the types of errors and the most dominant error of using gerunds (
gerund as subject, direct object, after preposition, after a special expression
and passive form) by the sixth semester students of English Education Study
Program of UNIB in the academic year of 2017/2018. The last research have
been done by lkrom (2016). He used two instrument to get the data. His
research aimed to find out the type of error in students’ writing in using

gerund.

The previous research discussed the types of error and the most
dominant errors in using gerund. In this research, the researcher focused on
the types of error and the causes of the error in using gerund. Although this
research is almost same with the previous study, but the differences are the
researcher uses several types of gerund those are 7 gerund and shows the
causes of the error made by the second year students of English Department
Students of UNP. By analyzing of the students’ error of gerund, the researcher
would like to know how far the comprehensible of the second year students
about gerund. So, the researcher would like to conduct the research entitled
“An Error Analysis on The Use of Gerund among The Second Year Students

of English Department of Universitas Negeri Padang.”

B. ldentification of The Problem

Based on the background of the problem above, it can be identified
that there are many problems found by the researcher. The first is

communication runs well without gerund. In daily activities, students reasoned



that they can communicate each others without thinking about gerund. second,
the students are lack of knowledge of the rules on adding —ing. Third, gerund
has same form with present continious, so the students are often fooled. And
the last is gerund is divided into several types. The students even don’t use

gerund because they are sometimes confused to use gerund.

C. Limitation of The Problem

In this research, the researcher focuses on analyzing the types of error
and the causes of error in using gerund made by the second year students. It is
analyzed by using surface strategy taxonomy. They are omission, addition,

misformation and misordering.

D. Formulation of The Problem

Based on the limitation above, the formulation of the problem is to
find out the types of errors and the causes of error made by the students of the

second year of the English Department of UNP in using gerund.

E. Research Question

The researcher in this study formulates the research questions as follow:

1. What are the types of error made by the students of the second year of the
English Department of UNP in using gerund?
2. What are the causes of error made by the students of the second year of the

English Department of UNP in using gerund?



F. Purpose of the Study

Related to the research questions, the purpose of the study are:

1. To find out the type of error made by the students of the second year of
the English Department of UNP in using gerund
2. To find out the causes of error made by the students of the second year

of the English Department of UNP in using gerund

G. Significance of the Study

The result of the study is expected to give the following benefit:

1. Theoretically
The researcher is aimed to support the knowledge of the theories about
using gerund
2. Practically
a. The Readers
It is hoped that this study provides the information and knowledge
for the readers about using gerund
b. To other researchers
The result of this research is expected to be a useful reference for
the next researchers who conduct similar research about using

gerund



H. Definition of the Key Terms

1. Error
Errors occur because the learner does not know what the correct one is.
Also an occur cannot be self corrected and it is repeatedly happened

2. Error analysis
Error analysis is a method use to know what the errors are appear in
the learner language then determine whether those errors are
systematic and explain what caused them

3. Gerund

Gerund is a noun that is formed from a verb with the ending in “-ing”



