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ABSTRACT 

 

 

This article is about the analysis of a novel Far Away from Tree (2017) by 

Andrew Solomon. There are two keywords that need to be explained in this study: 

Fighting and disability condition. According to Merriam-Webster (2018) fight 

means to put effort as determined effort. While according to Merriam Webster 

Dictionary disability means a physical, mental, cognitive, or developmental 

condition that impairs, interferes with, or limits a person’s ability to engage in 

certain tasks or actions or participate in typical daily activities and interaction. 

According to Merriam Webster Dictionary condition means something essential 

to the appearance or occurrence of something else. 

Key words: fighting, disability. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the problem 

People naturally have eagerness to exist in their social life, although they 

were born with physical disability or not. People who were born normal  usually 

have easier access to get education, job opportunities, and social interaction. 

However, people with physical or mental disability usually have less access to 

environment and living condition.. To fight this disability condition, they need to 

be competent among the normal people in order to get self- actualizing in the life. 

Their disability condition push them to adjust to their surrounding with hard effort 

and difficulties. This needs support from the people who live near or with them. 

Family is one of the main support that can help the disable people to fit within 

their environment well.  

There are some cases that can be called disability condition such as deaf, 

blindness and dwarf.  Deaf is the condition when a person cannot understand 

speech through hearing, even when sound is simple. Some people are severely 

deaf and rely on lip- reading to communicate with others. People who are 

profoundly deaf can hear nothing at all and can find themselves totally reliant on 

sign language. 

The next case is blindness, which is a lack of vision. It may also refer to a 

loss of vision that cannot be corrected with glasses or contact lenses. There are 

two type of blindness;Partial blindness means you have very limited vision and 

complete blindness.  
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Next is dwarfism, which is short stature that results from a genetic or 

medical condition. According to Adelson in The Lives of Dwarfs,xv. (2005) 

Dwarfism is generally defined as an adult height of fourth feet ten inches (147 

cm) or less. The average adult height among people with dwarfism is 4 feet 

(122cm). 

Despite their disability conditions, there also many people who were born 

with disability condition but were able to give significant contribution to the 

world. They take a part in science, sport, art, and many other fields and activities. 

They also show that they have the ability to become great people with their 

disabled condition.  

In real life we can find a person who is successful in their life as the 

disable people and get support from their family. Nick Vujicic, an Australian 

motivator who was born with tetra- Amelia syndrome, a rare disorder (called 

phocomelia) characterized by the absence of arms and legs, maximized his 

potency and showed to the world that he could become a motivator and writer. 

The other example is Stephen Hawking. He is one of the most well-known 

physicists in the world. He got many achievement though he was diagnosed with 

ALS (Amyotropic Lateral Sclerosis) at 21. He only speaks with assistance of a 

computer and has been a full tame powerchair- user since the 1980’s. Another 

example is Hellen Keller. She is an activist, writer and lecturer from America. She 

was born deaf and blind. Her story was famously portrayed in the play and film. 

She has written 12 books which have been published. Both of these two stories 

showed importance of support from family to disable people. 
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In this analysis fighting disable condition refers to the spirit and acts to 

succeed in life done by disable people. In this analysis the effort can be seen from 

the novel Far away from tree (2012) by Andrew Solomon. This study is going to 

expose the efforts of people who suffer from disability condition in fighting their 

disabled condition without support from their family. They make the hard effort in 

order to exist in life 

 

1.2 Fighting disability condition 

There are two keywords that need to be explained in this study: Fighting 

and disability condition. According to Merriam-Webster (2018) fight means to put 

effort as determined effort. While according to Merriam Webster Dictionary 

disability means a physical, mental, cognitive, or developmental condition that 

impairs, interferes with, or limits a person’s ability to engage in certain tasks or 

actions or participate in typical daily activities and interaction. According to 

Merriam Webster Dictionary condition means something essential to the 

appearance or occurrence of something else. 

In this analysis, fighting disability condition refers to the actions done by 

characters, people who suffer from disability condition since birth and try to reach 

the equity with normal people. The characters in this novel make such efforts to 

gain equity in their life within three aspect; taking education, joining and getting 

immersed in the community, and participating in competition. This is make them 

to live more than normal people. 
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1.3 A brief description of the Author’s Biography 

Andrew Solomon Ph.D., is a writer and lecturer in politics, culture and 

psychology and winner of the National Book Award. He is the professor of 

clinical psychology at Columbia University Medical Center, and President of PEN 

American Center. 

Solomon book’s, the best-selling Far Away from the tree: parents, 

children, and the search for identity (Scribner, 2012) tells the story of the family 

raising exceptional children who not only learn to ideal with their challenges, but 

also find profound meaning in doing so. Far away from Tree has received the 

National Book Critics Circle Award for Nonfiction; the J. Anthony Lukas Award; 

the Anisfield- Wolf Award; the Wellcome Book rize; the Book for a Better Life 

Award of the National Multile Sclerosis Society; the Green Carnation prize. 

As a native New Yorker, Andrew Solomon attended the Horace Mann 

School, graduating cum laude in 1981. He received a Bachelor of Art degree in 

English from Yale University in 1985, graduating magna cumlaude, and later 

earned a Master’s degree in English in his year, the only foreign student ever to be 

so honored, as well as the University writing prize. 

In 1988, Solomon began his study of Russian artists, which culminated 

with the publication of the Irony Tower; Soviet Artist in a time of Glasnost (Knof, 

1991). In 1993, he was invited to consult with members of the US National 

Security Council on Russian affair. His novel, A Stone Boat (Faber, 1994), the 

story of a man’s shifting identity as he watches his mother battle cancer, was a 

national best seller and runner- u or the Los Angeles Times First Fiction prize; it 

has since been published in five translations. 
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Solomon lives with his husband, John Habic Solomon, and son, George 

Solomon, in New York and London and is a dual national. He also has a daughter 

with a close college friend. Habic Solomon is the biological father of two children 

with lesbian friends in Minneapolish; those children are also part of the family. 

 

1.4 Far Away from Tree (2012) 

The novel Far Away from Tree (2012) exposes conflict in family which 

ignored their children because disability condition. Far away from Tree show how 

the children are ignored from the family and try to fighting by themselves. The 

novel Far Away from Tree (2012), written by Andrew Solomon tell stories  about 

the character in fighting for their life to find suitable place for living and fight the 

social condition which ignored the condition of the main character. The characters 

fight the disability condition through three main efforts; getting education, joining 

the community, and participating in competitions in their life. These efforts to 

change people’s mind that disable people also be successful in their lives dispute 

their condition. In this novel they have many characters which have many 

problems in each chapter. In this analysis show the same problem which have by 

main characters in the three chapters of the novel. The same problem is they have 

disability since birth. This novel also showed the struggle of disable people. This 

analysis will show the effort have been done by the main characters to fighting 

their disability condition. 

 

1.5 Problem of the study 

Fighting disability condition emerges as important issue in novel Far 

away from tree (2012) by Andrew Solomon. Thus, there are some research 
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questions that give contribution to reveal the issues of fighting disability condition 

in this novel such as: 

1. How far do the main characters in the novel Far Away from Tree (2012) 

expose the issue about fighting disability condition? 

2. To what extent do setting and plot (conflict) in the novel Far Away from Tree 

(2012) contribute in revealing the issue about fighting disability condition? 

 

1.6 Purpose of the study 

This study aims to seek how far the novel Far Away from Tree (2012) by 

Andrew Solomon exposes the ways to fight disability condition and to know  the 

condition faced by the people who suffer from disability condition. These 

purposes figured of by the role of the main character, setting, and plot the novel 

revealing the issues fighting disability condition. 

 

1.7 Previous study 

The analysis of Far Away from Tree (2012) by Andrew Solomon that 

focuses on fighting disability condition has not been found yet. However, there 

are two article related to this analysis and give contribution and inspiration in    

analyzing this novel. First, the article that entitled Deaf Gin Goes Prime Time 

(2012) by Saljood M. Asif. This article is based on drama series Switched at Birth  

as example of disability representation in television history. This series use 

American Sign Language (ASL). This show is about the deaf protagonist as he 

navigates his life and relationship from the time as a student and activist for deaf 

students. With the narrative of the story disability in media discourse become 

change and deaf become acceptance of identities in the community. This article 

shows the disable character’s struggle in his life to fit in his environment.  
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Moreover, this analysis focuses on the main characters who struggle to fit 

in their own family. Main characters in this novel show the importance of hard 

efforts to face and solve the problem in characters’ life. In order to get a 

harmonious life, the main characters improve self- awareness in his mind.  

These studies give contribution and inspiration to the topic fighting 

disability condition analysis of this novel. Unlike the previous studies, this study 

focuses on character, setting, and plot that reveal the issue of fighting disability 

condition. The characters fight the disability condition through three main efforts; 

getting education, joining community and developing community, and 

participating in competition  in their life. These efforts are to change people mind 

that disable people also can be successful in their life dispute their conditions. 

 

1.8 Theoretical Framework 

The analysis of the novel deals with the theory of psychoanalysis by 

Sigmund Freud. This related into the concept of life instinct which use in this 

analysis related to the psychoanalysis theory. Freud’s basic thoughts retain a 

strong hold on the shaping of views regarding the theory of the human mind. His 

theory is psychopathologies that result in mental illness within the human mind is 

about human desires. According to Freud his emphasis on the unconscious aspect 

of the human psyche to exist and survive in life. A brilliant genius, provide 

confidence, through his many carefully recorded case studies. He demonstrated 

that human mind is structured so its great weight and density lie beneath the 

surface (below level consciousness). Psychological interpretation can afford many 

found clues toward solving a work’s thematic and symbolic mystery. In this novel 

the main character have problem with unconscious and conscious mind. This 
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protagonist in the novel led into fear, hate, and anger which lead into anti-social 

life. Also, the power of family which try to support protagonist to become a real 

human to face reality. 

The next theory that is used for this analysis is the self-awareness concept 

by Crisp and Tunner (2010). According to Crisp and Tunner self- awareness is a 

psychological state in which people aware of their traits, feeling and behavior. In 

this theory show public self- awareness when a person is aware of public aspect of 

themselves that can be seen and evaluated by others. 

Self- awareness has three important consequences for how people reacts. 

First, it result because intensified emotional response. If people get response as 

happy react, they get happier than before. Second, self- awareness, people are 

likely to experience knowledge focusing on events in their environment, people 

who are not self-aware will ignore the environment and focused on their self- 

knowledge. Third, people who are self- awareness of their personal standards 

behavior. As they more aware of their true belief, they will act in line with those 

beliefs rather than being influenced by normative pressure. 

In this novel, each protagonist has disability and self-awareness. They do 

not belief themselves before their environment show that they can prove or reach 

their goals. This action refers to complete task to challenging as normal people. 

The analysis of this novel is supported by text and context based 

interpretation. Text based interpretation is done by exposing the fictional devices 

of the text itself. Guerin (2005:64) says that this approach focuses on the analysis 

and the interpretation of the text itself, but also involved the phenomenon that 

really happens in the real world. The most influential movement is literally history 
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which is divided literally phenomenon into its period, describes the text and 

examines their mutual influence.  

The process of analyzing the novel uses fictional devices. The first 

fictional devices is the analysis of the characters in novel Far Away from Tree 

(2012) that become the crucial thing in revealing the topic. Abrams (2009:420) 

says characters are the persons represented in a dramatic or narrative work, who 

are interpreted by the reader as possessing particular moral, intellectual, and 

emotional qualities by inferences from what they do in action. The characters are 

portrayed through speech, description, and commentary. Meanwhile, according to 

Corner (2009:79) character may defined as verbal representation of human being. 

In literary works, the characters help reader to understand and catch the meaning 

of works. The principal of characters are not enough about the good side and bad 

side. In addiction, reading about characters in literature, look beyond circumstance 

and appearance, and determine what these things show about character. In this 

novel the character show the strong commitment and self-confidence. They take a 

part in social life by taking education for prove themselves that they can more 

than normal people. 

The second device which is used in this analysis is plot. Plot is sequence 

of events for the things that happen in the story. Guerin (2005:8) states that plot is 

conflict. There are two kinds of conflicts. They are internal conflict which occurs 

between two or more characters or a character and environment. In this analysis, 

the main characters face internal and external conflicts. The internal conflict 

happens since they realize that they has disability that make they different from 

the others. While external conflicts emerges when friends, family, and 
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environment are difficult to accept the condition which make their different as 

normal person. They treated differently from the others. The conflicts give 

contribution in identifying and examining the analysis about how they fight 

disability condition and become accepted in their environment. 

The  last device is setting. Setting is not only about time and place taken 

in the story. It is also strongly related to situation, condition, and atmosphere or 

mood, which refers to an enveloping or representing emotional texture within a 

character. According to Barnet and Cain (2003:135) setting includes not only the 

physical surrounding but a point or several points in time. The background against 

which we see the characters and the happening may be specified. It probably is 

part of the story’s meaning, perhaps providing an ironic contrast or perhaps 

exerting an influence on the characters and their actions. In this analysis, the 

setting refers to the situation of being bullied, however the characters releases the 

conflict by showing their knowledge and ability. Most of their friends do not 

accept them in a normal class. The characters then find suitable place for their life 

such as community. This is the important way to analyze fighting disability 

condition.  

 

1.9 Methodology 

The analysis of the novel Far Away from the Tree (2012) by Andrew 

Solomon will be done through text and context-based interpretation. It will also be 

done by analyzing some parts of the fictional devices, such as characters, plot 

(conflict), and setting. Character and setting will be used to show the way fighting 

disability condition by analyzing the reactions and actions of main characters 

towards the conflict. Then, the setting deals with the circumstances and 
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atmosphere. It gives contribution in process of analysis by giving help in 

revealing the meaning. This analysis dealing with the psychoanalysis theory by 

Sigmund Freud. It gives contribution in process of analysis by giving help in 

revealing the meaning. 


