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ABSTRAK

Fitri, Febrina. 2020. “An Analysis of Students’ Reading Comprehension of
Analytical Exposition Text in Sma Negeri 2 Batusangkar”. Thesis:
Padang: English Department. Faculty of Languages and Arts.
Universitas Negeri Padang.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui kemampuan siswa dan persepsi
mereka terhadap kesulitan-kesulitan dalam memahami teks ekposisi analitikal
dalam bentuk pertanyaan-pertanyaan dengan level berbeda yang berdasarkan
taksonomi Barret dalam pemahamam reading. Penelitian ini dilaksanakan di SMA
Negeri 2 Batusangkar. Populasi dari penelitian ini adalah semua siswa kelas
sebelas pada tahun akademik 2019/2020 dengan jumlah total 244 siswa.
Berdasarkan populasi, sampel dari penelitian ini berjumlah 37 siswa yang dipilih
menggunakan simple random sampling. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian deskriptif
kuantitatif dan menggunakan tes dan angket sebagai instrumen. Dari penelitian ini
ditemukan bahwa kemampuan siswa dalam memahami teks ekposisi analitikal
dalam bentuk pertanyaan-pertanyaan dengan level berbeda adalah cukup karena
skor rata-rata siswa adalah 51.24. Siswa mempunyai kemampuan yang baik dalam
memahami pertanyaan-pertanyaan teks ekposisi dalam bentuk evaluation level.
Penelitian ini juga menemukan bahwa siswa cenderung memiliki kesulitan dalam
memahami teks ekposisi analitikal dalam bentuk inference level.

Kata Kunci: Teks Ekposisi Analitikal, Kemampuan Siswa, Kesulitan Siswa



ABSTRACT

Fitri, Febrina. 2020. “An Analysis of Students’ Reading Comprehension of
Analytical Exposition Text in Sma Negeri 2 Batusangkar”. Thesis:
Padang: English Department. Faculty of Languages and Arts.
Universitas Negeri Padang.

This research is aimed to know the students’ ability and their perceptions
toward the difficulties in comprehending analytical exposition text in different
levels of questions which based on Barret’s taxonomy of reading comprehension.
This research was conducted at SMA Negeri 2 Batusangkar. The population of
this research are all second year students in academic year 2019/2020 with the
total number 244 students. Based on the population, the sample of this research is
37 students selected using simple random sampling. This research is descriptive
quantitative research and used test and questionnaire as the instruments. This
research found that the students’ ability in comprehending different level of
questions in analytical exposition text was fair because the average score of
students was 51,24. The students have good ability in comprehending analytical
exposition questions in form of evaluation level. This research also found that
students tend to have difficulties in comprehending analytical exposition text in
form of inference level.

Key words: Analytical Exposition Text, Students’ Ability, Students’Difficulties
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CHAPTER1I

A. Background of the Study

Curriculum 2013 has been applied since 2014 in order to replace the
previous curriculum: Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP). In the
series of national curriculum policy is stated that teaching and learning
processes at schools should build activities that engage students in the
development of their higher-order thinking skills (HOTS). Regarding to
teaching and learning reading in senior high school, in Peraturan Menteri
Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan RI no. 81 Tahun 2013 about curriculum
implementation students are demanded to think logically, systematically,
inductively, and deductively using the information that they had. This
curriculum also states that the teaching of reading should emphasize on
comprehending various kinds of texts and increase the students’ mastery on
reading comprehension.

In this case, the study about students’ reading comprehension is
important since it is an important language skills in Indonesian curriculum.
Also,teachers play a central role in developing students’ reading
comprehension since it is teachers who know what is best for their students by
building HOTS in the ways material which presented to students and the types
of activities that are given in the classroom (Sydoruk, 2018).

While the policy of HOTS of all subjects in the national curriculum of
Indonesia takes on Bloom’s revised taxonomy in terms of the cognitive level,

document of Barrett’s taxonomy on Cognitive and Affective Dimensions of



Reading Comprehension (Byrne, n.d.) offers another way to examine the
cognitive levels for reading comprehension.

Regarding to students’ reading comprehension question levels, there
have been several study about it. Javed (2015) put forward Barrett’s taxonomy
on developing standardized reading comprehension modules to facilitate
reading comprehension among Malaysian secondary schools ESL students.
Gocer (2014) in his study on evaluating Turkish reading examination
questions based on Barrett’s taxonomy. Many students only have good ability
at literal comprehension level because there are inadequate questions referring
to reorganization, inferential, and evaluation level.

Moreover, someone’s ability who can comprehend a type of text does
not guarantee that he can understand other texts properly (Lenz, 2005). Then,
Rozimela (2014) found a strong indication of the relationship between reading
comprehension and genre awareness. Rozimela (2014, p.460) states “.....the
students whose genre awareness was good also had good reading
comprehension, and vice versa”. For instance, someone who can understand
recount text might have difficulties in comprehending exposition text if he
does not have good genre awareness. It is because each text has a different
characteristic such as different in generic structure, social function and lexico
grammatical. Thus, teachers need to apply different strategy to teach students
in comprehending different kind of genre texts.

Because of that reason, reading is taught in senior high school and

students are expected to comprehend different kind of genres which written in



English syllabus. Those several genres including descriptive, report,
procedure, analytical exposition, discussion, review, etc. Exposition text is one
of genres stated in English curriculum for second grade of senior high school
in the first semester. According to Gerot and Wignell (1994) there are two
kinds of exposition, analytical and hortatory exposition. This research will
only focus on analytical exposition because it is included in the English
syllabus that will be learned in senior high school. It is considered important

to be included in the syllabus because it will be used frequently.

Then analytical exposition can be found in magazines, newspaper
articles, journals, scientific books, research reports, etc. Analytical exposition
is very well known by academic community and educated people. Because of
this reason, the researcher interested to conduct a study in analytical
exposition. It is one of the genre texts which assumed difficult by students in
comprehending reading text. Dymock (2005) states that students in all grade
levels struggle with expository comprehension. This experience difficulties
with exposition and a variety of forms of exposition. In addition, according to
Wahyuni (2013, p.2) “Comprehending analytical exposition text seems to be
difficult work for students because it needs more comprehensive knowledge

for them”.

There are some reasons why analytical exposition is difficult to
understand. First, the reader is unfamiliar with the topic of the text. Exposition
texts are difficult to understand because the detail background information

about the topic is not given by the author. Second, there are some technical



vocabularies in analytical exposition text. Moreover, exposition texts contain
more difficult vocabulary and concepts than narrative. (Iwai, 2007; Ariansyah,
2013). Thus, many students in all grade levels have difficulties to comprehend
analytical exposition text because it presents theories, data, facts, and

information broadly unfamiliar to the students.

Furthermore, based on the writer’s experiences when teaching
practices in the field, students still have some problems identifying the generic
structures of the text which are one of the indicators that should be achieved
by students. Also, students find difficulties in finding the specific information

of the text whether explicitly and implicitly.

For years, there are some studies that using some techniques to
improve students’ reading comprehension in comprehending analytical
exposition text. Wahyuni (2013) studied reading comprehension by improving
students’ reading comprehension in analytical exposition in small group
discussions by using classroom action research in class IPS at second grade
SMA Budi Utomo Sukarja. Then, Veranda (2014) investigated whether or not
the multipass strategy increases students’ achievement in reading
comprehension on analytical exposition text. Bastian (2018) conducted a study
about improving students’ reading comprehension ability in analytical
exposition Text through Think-Pair-Share technique at the Second Grade Of

SMAN 10 Bandar Lampung.



Furthermore, there are some researchers conducted about students’
ability in comprehending analytical exposition text. Mahdum (2017)
investigated the ability of second- year students of SMA N 1 Benai in reading
comprehension of analytical exposition text. She wanted to know students’
highest and lowest score in reading comprehension components. Italia (2018)
analyzed students’ reading ability in reading an expository text of the fifth

semester students in English Department of Universitas Negeri Padang.

The phenomenon of reading comprehension in reading has been the
focus of attention in exposition text. The previous research mentioned above
investigated some techniques to improve students reading comprehension in
analytical exposition. Also, some researchers analyzed students’
comprehending ability in analytical exposition text. However, there is still
small number of researches in analyzing senior high school students’ reading
comprehension in analytical exposition text through different level of
questions. Therefore, the researcher conducted the research on students’
ability and difficulties in analytical exposition text through different level of

questions.

B. Identification of the Problem

As stated in the background above, reading comprehension is the best
way to understand the written work. Students need to comprehend different
kind of genres in order to gain their learning objectives. Analytical exposition

is one of the genres that need to be comprehended by senior high school



students since it stated in English syllabus. However, analytical exposition is a
difficult text to be understood by the students. Therefore, the way to improve
students reading comprehension in teaching different kind of genres for

teachers is by applying different teaching strategies.

In response to the implementation of the curriculum policy in
Indonesia, teachers need to practice constructing higher levels of
comprehension questions that considerably make students get used to think
critically. Thus, the researcher is interested to conduct a study about students’
reading comprehension toward different level of questions in analytical
exposition text in grade XI senior high school in order to help teachers decide

the strategies in teaching.

C. Limitation of the Problem

Related to the identification of the problems above, the research was
limited on second year students’ reading comprehension into two categories:
1). The ability in comprehending different level of questions in analytical
exposition text, 2). The perception toward the difficulty in comprehending

different level of questions in analytical exposition text.

D. Formulation of the Problem

The formulation of this problem is “What is students’ ability in
comprehending analytical exposition text through different level of

questionsat second grade of SMA N 2 Batusangkar?



E. Research Questions

Based on the formulation of the problem above, the research questions

of this research as follow:

1. What is students’ ability in comprehending analytical exposition
text through different level of questions?

2. What are the students’ perceptions toward the difficulties in
comprehending different level of questions in analytical
exposition text?

F. Objectives of the Research

Referring to the research questions above, the objectives of this

proposed research are:

1. To find out second year students ‘ability in comprehending

analytical exposition text through different level of questions?

2. To find out students’ perception toward the difficulties in
comprehending different level of questions in analytical exposition

text?

G. Significance of the Research

This research is expected to be useful both theoretically and
practically. Theoretically, this research would enrich the theories of
English language teaching and support the knowledge of theories of

reading comprehension especially in analytical exposition text. Practically,



this research would be helpful to English teachers, who are responsible for
understanding students’ problems and for facilitating their reading abilities
by giving them some strategies and methods in teaching reading

comprehension of analytical exposition text

. Definitions of the Key Term

There are some terms that need to be defined.

1. Reading comprehension is students’ ability to process analytical
exposition text, understand its meaning and to integrate with their
backround knowldge.

2. Reading ability refers to students’ ability to comprehend an analytical
exposition of a short text.

3. Reading difficulty refers to the problems faced by the students in
comprehending an analytical exposition text.

4. Analytical Exposition text that is intended to persuade the readers that

something in the case.



