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ABSTRAK 

Satria, Firnandes. 2012. “Using “Stand-up Comedy” in Teaching Speaking at Senior 

High School” Makalah, Padang. Jurusan Pendidikan 

Bahasa Inggris. Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni. UNP 

Makalah ini bertujuan untuk meningkatkan kemampuan speaking siswa SMA melalui 

cara pengajaran kreatif dengan menggunakan Stand-up Comedy. Melalui Stand-up Comedy 

siswa dapat menampilkan cerita cerita lucu atau komedi dengan bentuk narrative, recount dan 

spoof di depan umum. Di dalam Makalah ini dibahas tentang aktivitas siswa SMA melalui 

stand-up comedy untuk meningkatkan kelancaran (fluency), intonasi (intonation) dan 

pengucapan (pronunciation). Langkah- langkah pengajaran yang ada pada aktivitas ini 

pertama adalah modeling dimana guru akan menuntun siswa pengenalan informasi tentang 

stand-up comedy. Kedua, select the topic yaitu guru mendiskusikan topik yang akan 

dipelajari dalam stand-up comedy bersama siswa. Ketiga, dilanjutkan dengan set the joke 

dimana guru menuntun siswa untuk membuat konsep dan naskah dari joke, dan bagaimana 

mempraktekkannya. Keempat, practicing a performance yaitu guru memberikan waktu 

kepada siswa untuk mempraktekkan stand-up comedy dengan siswa lainnya. Kemudian yang 

terakhir adalah practicing a delivery dimana guru meminta siswa untuk menampilkan stand-

up comedy di depan kelas. 

 

Key Words: Teaching Speaking, Stand-up Comedy, Stand-up Comedy for teaching speaking, 

Teaching Speaking in Senior High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

i 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

By saying “Alhamdulillahirabbil ‘Alamin”, the writer would like to express 

his praise to Allah SWT, who has given his chance, knowledge and strength in 

finishing this paper entitled “Using Stand-up Comedy in Teaching Speaking at Senior 

High school”. He also sends shalawat and salam along with greetings to the prophet 

Muhammad SAW, the last prophet and the greatest leader of human being. 

Moreover, he would like to dedicate his sincere gratitude and appreciation to 

his advisor, Dra. An Fauzia Rozani Syafei, M.A for her professional help, a great deal 

of time, guidance, and valuable advice in the completion of this paper from the 

beginning until the end. Thanks are extended to the examination committee, Drs. Don 

Narius, M.Si and Havid Ardi, S.Pd, M.Hum for their valuable suggestion and 

recommendations. He also expressed his thanks to Dr. Kurnia Ningsih, M.A as the 

chairperson of English Department, Dra. An Fauzia R. Syafei, M.A as the secretary 

of the English Department of Padang and all lecturers who have taught and guided 

during his studies for their kindness and helps. 

In accomplishing this paper, the writer would like to express his deep 

appreciation and also thanks for his beloved parents, M. Azwir and Rosnawida, who 

has given the great love, prayers, support, care, and encouragement over time. His 

gratitude is also present to his dearest brothers and sisters for their boundless love, 

supports and prays. Then, a special thankfulness for all of his friends that always 

gives motivation, support and care to the writer. This paper will never exist without 

you all. May Allah bless you all! 

 

Padang,   July 2013 

 

 

                                                                                               The writer 

ii 



1 
 

 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

ABSTRAK ......................................................................................................  i 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..........................................................................  ii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ..............................................................................  iii 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem ...........................................................  1 

B. Limitation of the Problem ..............................................................  3 

C. Formulation of the Problem ...........................................................  3 

D. Purpose of the Paper ......................................................................  4 

 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. The Nature of Speaking  ................................................................  5 

B. Teaching Speaking in ESL/EFL Classes  ......................................  6 

C. The Way to Improve Speaking Ability  .........................................  8 

D. The Nature of Stand-up Comedy  ..................................................        11 

CHAPTER III DISCUSSION 

A. Teaching Preparation  ....................................................................  12 

B. Step to Using Stand-up Comedy  ...................................................  15 

C. Advantages of Using Stand-up Comedy to Improve Speaking 

Ability  ..........................................................................................  19 

CHAPTER IV CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

A. Conclusions ....................................................................................  21 

B. Suggestions ....................................................................................  22 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

  

 

iii 



CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

 As a foreign language, Indonesian considers that learning English is 

difficult since it is not used in daily life. Learning English is not an easy thing 

for students. It needs some strategies to make students understands and still 

have curiosity in learning English. English has four skills such as listening, 

speaking, reading and writing. One of the skills that make students fear and 

seems not want to learn English is speaking. Speaking is the ability of 

conveying the message orally, writing is the ability of transferring the 

message in the written form, reading is the ability of caching writing message 

and listening is the ability of getting the oral message. 

Speaking is one of language skills that must be mastered by the 

students besides listening, reading, and writing. To make students able in 

speaking, they have to know grammar and vocabulary. Those make students 

who want to learn English often give up. So teacher should try to find 

something different to teach speaking and it should be appropriate with the 

ability of the students. As a teacher in English language, teacher should be 

able to play a role as facilitator for their students. It is really a challenge for 

teacher to make communicative and great class.  
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There are many ways that can make class situation fun and interesting. 

It can be done by giving picture, cards, and story. The other ways that can 

help students are doing discussion, conducting role play, games, and using 

jokes. Those ways can reduce students’ bored and allow students interact 

naturally and may create positive competition among them. The joke is the 

potential ways that creating humorous situation. The element of surprise from 

joke frequently makes the class atmosphere more pleasant. 

The use of joke in the class can change a boring situation in to a 

pleasant one. It can increase interaction between students and teacher, make 

class more meaningful and enjoyable. From many ways that can help 

students’ attention in learning is utilizing jokes as the way to make classroom 

activity more fun. The reason to use jokes is the effectiveness and a pleasant 

way to make students speak in front of the class. They can increase their 

fluency, intonation and pronunciation in English. It seems to combine practice 

with fun. Through jokes they can express their idea freely because it is related 

with their daily activity with their friend. One kind of joke that famous in 

Indonesia nowadays is stand-up comedy.  

Stand-up comedy is speak in front of people by giving some jokes that 

related to the topic and then blends it to the situation at that moment. Stand-up 

comedy tries to create humorous situation for specific text such as spoof, 

recount, and narrative. It can change tedious speech performance in text book 
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to a fun one that can be created into fun activity with same structure to be 

practiced.  

However, teacher should consider the story which have good humor 

and can classify the funny one because there are may be many cultures that do 

not understand by students. Teacher also should control the use of word and 

sentences, because it will influence students’ behavior when delivering the 

joke. This paper will offer the using of stand-up comedy to improve speaking 

ability of senior high school students. It is expected that students can 

understand the material which has given for them. It can make them know 

about the process of learning by the activity. It also can make them interested 

to the material because it is really enjoy and fun when learning with joke.  

B. Limitation of the Problem 

This paper focuses on the use of stand-up comedy in teaching Speaking 

at Senior High School students. 

 

C. Formulation of the Problem 

The formulation of the problem is “How can the teacher use stand-up 

comedy in Teaching Speaking at Senior High School?” 
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D. Purpose of the Paper 

The main purpose of this paper is to describe how the teacher can use 

stand-up comedy in teaching speaking at senior high school. By using stand-

up comedy in teaching speaking skill, it can motivate and encourages students 

to practice speaking English. Moreover, it is also expected that the senior high 

school teacher can use this as an alternative way to be applied in the 

classroom, in order to engage and motivate the students to practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




