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ABSTRAK

Gusvianti, Dina. 2012.Using THIEVES Strategy to Increase Student’s Readin
Comprehension at Junior High School

Dalam proses belajar mengajar banyak cara pengajgaag dapat
digunakan untuk membantu siswa memahami pelajaearmemudahkan proses
belajar mengajar. Dalam proses belajar mengajaydkasiswa yang kesulitan
dalam memahami teks dalam suatu bacaan, khusussgapmtive text. Untuk itu
penulis memperkenalkan sebuah strategi dalam mekgarreading yaitu
dengan menggunakan “THIEVES” strategi (Title, Hegdi Introduction, Every
first sentence, Visual, End of the text, and SunynarTitle/judul,
Headings/bagian atas atau kepala text, introducpengenalan atau pengantar
text, Every first sentence/ kalimat pertama dalart, tvisual/ media sebagai alat
peraga, end of text/ akhir dari text, summary/ kggilan dari text. Dalam strategi
ini siswa akan lebih lebih mudah menemukan inforrdas teks. Dalam strateqgi
ini siswa diberikan kesempatan untuk menemukanrnmdsi sebelum mereka
membaca sehingga mereka lebih aktif dan termotdasim pembalajaran bahasa
inggris khusunya dalanreading Penulis juga berharap strategi ini dapat
memberikan kontribusi bagi guru dalam mengajark@aading dan bisa
meningkatkan minat siswa dalam membaca.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

In Indonesia, English becomes one of the subfetthas to be learned by
the students. Nowdays, English has been introddced kindergarten up to
elementary school. They just only learn about seoeabularies. It differs from
students in junior and senior high schools, theliEhgubject is deeper and wider
explained. They do not only learn about vocabusabat also about grammar,
kinds of text, how to speak in English, writes sqmaeagraph, and others.

Education Department has decided that English besoome of subject
that should be examined in UN (Ujian Nasional). rEh@re four major skills that a
learner of a foreign language needs to masteeniist), reading, speaking, and
writing. But many EFL students think that readisgdifficult than other skills. It
happens because the students do not only have stemae structure of the
sentence in the passage, but also to comprehendnéaming explicitly and
implicitly. Actually, the aim of teaching reading to make the students able to

read English text effectively and efficiently.

According to Nunan (2003: 69), reading is an esakskill for learners of
English as a second language. For most of theseelea reading is the most
important skill to master in order to success iarméng English. Students will
spend their time to read and get understandingeaning from the sentence of
the texts. In addition, the source of reading v available in various and

different text, the students do not only focus one okind of the text.



Reading is taught through genre. It is based onctimgculum used this
time; school based curriculum (KTSP). There areesmvtexts that should be
mastered by junior high school students. Theretaee kinds of general texts in
English: transactional text, interpersonal text] eamonolog text. Transactional and
Interpersonal texts are similar with a dialogs. Tiexts give the students
information and knowledge about a simple dialog #fey found in daily activity
such as how to say thaks, love, like and dislgimpthy, permision, sugestion,

advice, recieve and refuse and etc.

In monolog there are many kind of texts, they anearrative, recount,
procedure, report, spoof, news item, hortatory,langtion, descriptive text and
others. Every kind of text has different charast#ri Descriptive is one of text
that is learn in eighth class in junior high schobescriptive texts also have

types; such as describing about Person, Placehargl

Based on the writer's teaching experience in juriggh school, the
students faced difficulties in learning reading qoemension, especially in
reading descriptive text. It was caused by thrextofa: the first, students were
difficult to find the ideas from the text. The sadp they were difficult to
understand the words of the text. And finally, thed insufficient background
knowledge related to the text that was being dsedisSo, the students were lazy

to read English text.

In fact, the teacher should create a different rigple in teaching a

descriptive text. The teacher can use the appmptaategy in the classroom. The



strategy can help the students in getting a de€prstanding to comprehend the
text and have to think critically the text givendato figure out the writer's
unstated meaning. There are some strategies thdtecapplied for the teacher in
the classroom, such as PR2 strategy ( Preview, ReddReview), Reputation and
motivation strategy, Mind Mapping strategy, and EMES strategy (Title,
Headings, Introduction, Every first sentence, Visuand of the text, and
Summary) because it can motivate the students toease their reading

comprehension.

One of the strategies to understand the desagipéixt is using THIEVES
strategy. Manz ( 2009) states that THIEVES is aoragn that helps students go
through all the necessary prereading steps befonegdnto a textbook chapter:
Title, Headings, Introduction, Everything they knoWisuals, End-of-chapter
materials. It is a way to get students to buildtexsive knowledge of the text
even before they read the first “normal” words bépter. To analyze descriptive
text, need a critical comprehension in understamthe text, therefore THIEVES

is used to help the students in comprehendingetkie éspecially descriptive text.

B. Limitation of the Problem

The problem of this paper is limited to the useTbEVES strategy for
students of Junior high school. It is aimed at easing students reading

comprehension especially in descriptive text.



C. Formulation of the Problem

The writer formulates the problems into: “ How dabe student and
teacher learn about reading in descriptive textubjng THIEVES strategy at

junior high school?”

D. The Purpose of the Paper

This paper explains how THIEVES strategy can bed use teaching

reading especially in descriptive text to junioglnschool students.





