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ABSTRAK 
Hamdi. 2013. “An Analysis of the Use of Collocation in Writing Examination 

of the Third Semester English Department Students of  State 
University of Padang”. Skripsi. Padang: Jurusan Bahasa dan 
Sastra Inggris. Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni. Universitas Negeri 
Padang. 

 
Writing  adalah salah satu mata kuliah penting di jurusan bahasa Inggris di 

Universitas Negeri Padang. Banyak hal yang mempengaruhi writing mahasiswa  
seperti ide, tata bahasa, dan  penggunaan collocation yang tepat. Masalah yang 
dibahas dalam penelitian ini ialah penggunaan collocation dalam ujian semester 
Writing 2 oleh mahasiswa jurusan pendidikan bahasa Inggris Universitas Negeri 
Padang. Dalam ujian Writing 2 mahasiswa disuruh membuat esai tiga sampai lima 
paragraf.  

Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk mendeskripsikan penggunaan verb + 
noun collocation dan adjective + noun collocation yang ditemukan dalam ujian 
Writing 2. Penelitian ini adalah  penelitian deskriptif. Cluster sampling digunakan 
sebagai teknik pengambilan sampel. Instrumen penelitian ini adalah 33 lembaran 
jawaban ujian semester Writing  2 yang dikerjakan oleh kelas KP2 2011. Hal-hal 
yang diteliti dalam penelitian ini adalah penggunaan verb + noun collocation dan 
adjective + noun collocation.  

Dari hasil analisis ditemukan bahwa penggunaan adjective + noun 
collocation ialah “excellent” dengan persentase penggunaan collocation yang 
benar 89.71% dan penggunaan verb + noun collocation ialah “good” dengan 
persentase penggunaan collocation yang benar 68.70%. Dari persentase diatas 
dapat diambil kesimpulan bahwa penggunaan verb + noun collocation dan 
adjective + noun collocation bukanlah masalah utama dalam menulis esai tiga 
sampai lima paragraph. Serta penggunaan verb + noun collocations lebih sulit  
dibandingkan dengan penggunaan adjective + noun collocation. 
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   CHAPTER I 

       INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

 For English Department students, English is taught intensively and 

completely. In English department of State University of Padang, for example, 

there are many subjects the students must take. The subjects are related to the four 

skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing), grammar, translation, teaching 

methods, linguistics, and literature. In addition, there is a subject about culture. It 

is called Cross Cultural Understanding. All together, for English education 

program, about fifty subjects need to be taken by students. 

 There are four basic skills in learning English. One of them is writing. 

Because writing is one important and basic skill in learning English, teaching 

writing is divided into four levels, Writing 1, Writing 2, Writing 3, and Paper/ 

Thesis Writing. The purpose of dividing writing skills into four levels is to teach 

writing intensively. In Writing 1, students are taught how to write a paragraph. In 

Writing 2, students are taught how to write an essay two to five paragraphs long. 

In Writing 3, students are taught how to write a scientific writing. Lastly, in 

Paper/Thesis Writing, students are taught steps and techniques of writing paper 

and thesis in English. 

 On students’ writings, there were some common problems found like 

grammatical problems, mechanical problems, wrong organizations of the ideas, 

and wrong use of words or wrong combination of words. Based on preliminary 
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observation, it was found that students still make mistakes in combining words 

naturally. In other words, students misused natural combination of words or 

collocations. For instance, they tended to use make homework while English 

native speakers use do homework. They replaced the verb do with make. Second 

example is that they referred to take medicine as drink medicine because in 

Indonesian regularly the noun medicine collocates with the verb drink. Another 

one is that some students collocate the word suicide with do, do suicide. This is 

not the right combination. The right collocation of suicide is commit suicide.

 Students cannot use combination of words freely because words usually 

have their natural combinations called collocation. If they combine the words 

freely, their collocation usage will be wrong. This is worth noting because using 

collocation properly is one of the factors differentiating ESL and EFL learners 

from native speakers of English. Like McCarthy (1990) and McCarthy and O’Dell 

(2008) say that if EFL learners can use collocations accurately, their writing and 

speaking will be natural and accurate. If not, their English will remain a major 

indicator of foreignness. This means that learners’ ability in using collocation is 

an important thing because it differs native speakers from ESL or EFL learners. 

Learners’ written or spoken will be natural and accurate if they use the right 

collocations.  

The misuse of collocations can be caused by several problems. Deveci 

(2004) points out some causes of errors of using collocations. First, learners may 

have intralingual problems. It means that they have problem within the target 

language itself for example grammar problem like instead of much sugar they 
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might say many sugar incorrectly. Second one is the negative transfer from their 

mother tongue. Their mother tongue interferes the target language. For example, 

students say they follow a class while in English it should be have a class. Third, 

learners may over generalize collocations that do not work for all collocations. For 

instance, they could think put off your hat is the opposite of put on your hat. 

Fourth, learners may fail to make sense of an idiom. To illustrate, some English 

idioms such as raining cats and dogs does not make sense to Indonesian learners 

of English because this idiom does not exist in their culture. In Indonesian culture, 

cats and dogs are used for saying people disputing. Last, when students read texts, 

they may not recognize collocations as meaningful phrases, which would inhabit 

their understanding of the text. The example is run across. If the learners do not 

understand this phrase as a meaningful phrase they might misunderstand it.  

Since collocation make students’ writing natural and accurate, it is 

considered necessary to conduct a research in order to describe the use of 

collocation on students’ writing. This research described the use of collocation 

found on the third semester students’ writings. 

 

B. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the explanations above, students still have problems in their 

writings. The common problems found were grammatical problems, mechanical 

problems, wrong organizations of the ideas, and wrong combination of words 

(collocations). English department students still make mistakes in using 
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collocations. Some common mistakes found were in using verb + noun 

collocations and adjective + noun collocations. 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

This research was focused on the use of collocations on third semester 

English departments students’ writing examination. This research was limited to 

the two patterns of English collocations, verb + noun and adjective + noun. 

According to Al-Zahrani (1998), these two patterns of collocations are typical 

errors occurring frequently in learners’ production.    

 

D. Formulation of the Problem 

 Based on limitation above, the problem was formulated as follow: “How 

good was the use of collocations on third semester English department students’ 

writing examination?” 

  

E. Research Questions 

 In order to answer the question above, the research problems were 

elaborated into the following research questions: 

1. How good was the use of verb + noun collocation pattern on third 

semester English department students’ writing examination? 

2.  How good was the use of adjective + noun collocation pattern on third 

semester English department students’ writing examination? 
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F. The Purposes of the Research 

The purposes of this research were: 

1. to analyze the use of verb + noun collocation pattern on third semester 

English department students’ writing examination. 

2. to analyze the use of  adjective + noun collocation pattern on third 

semester English department students’ writing examination. 

 

G. Significance of the Research 

 Since collocation plays an important role of a language, a research about 

the use of collocation is important to be done. Collocations make the speakers’ 

speech and writing natural and accurate. By conducting this research, it was 

greatly expected that the result of this research will contribute to the foreign 

language teaching development both theoretically and practically. Theoretically, 

the result of this study can be an intellectual contribution to the development of 

teaching and learning process especially in teaching collocations. Practically, the 

result of this study was expected to provide information for those who have great 

curiosity to conduct the further research about other collocation types.  

 

H. Definitions of the Key Terms 

Collocation          : a word or group of words that frequently co-occur with 

                               specific word(s) naturally. 

Writing                 : The activity or skill of marking coherent words on   

                                paper and composing text. Here the writing refers to  
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                                writing an essay three to five paragraphs long. 

Use of Collocation: the use of collocation found on students’ writing.  
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CHAPTER V 

  CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

A. Conclusions 

Based on the finding of the research, there are four points that can be 

concluded. First, the use of verbs + noun and adjective + noun collocations in 

writing essay three to five paragraphs was not a major problem for students. It can 

be seen from the high percentage of using correct collocation. Second, the use of 

adjective + noun collocations in writing was classified as excellent. Almost all of 

adjective collocations were correctly used by the students in their writing. Third, 

the use of verb + noun collocations was classified as good. More than half of these 

collocations could be used correctly by students. Last, from the number of wrong 

collocation, it can be seen that using verb + noun collocations was more difficult 

for students than using adjective + noun collocations.  

B. Suggestions 

Based on the research conducted, there are some suggestions that can be 

proposed to students that will write academic writing, writing lecturers, and other 

researchers. First for students, they still need to be aware of using collocations 

because they just cannot combine words freely for words have their own natural 

combination. Next for writing lecturers, the lecturers need to emphasize on the use 

of correct collocations so that the students’ writing will be more natural and 

accurate. For other researchers, this study only looked for the use lexical 

collocations, verb + noun and adjective + noun collocations. Further types beyond 
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these two kinds of collocation and grammatical collocations need to be identified. 

Thus, we can have a clearer and complete picture of the use of collocations. 
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