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ABSTRAK

Sari, Diniyati Kesuma. 2015. An Analysis of Students’ Grammatical Accuracy in
Retelling Recount Text at SMA N 1 Sungai Penuh). Skripsi. Jurusan
Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni, Universitas Negeri
Padang.

Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian deskriptif yang bertujuan untuk (1)
mendeskripsikan kualitas dari keakuratan penggunaan past tense oleh siswa SMA
di dalam menceritakan kembali sebuah teks recount, (2) mengetahui
permasalahan-permasalahan yang mereka hadapi. Populasi penelitian ini adalah
siswa kelas X1 SMA Negeri 1 Sungai Penuh. Sampel penelitian ini dipilih dengan
menggunakan teknik sample random sampling dengan jumlah 30 orang.
Instrumen pengumpulan data dilakukan dengan tes speaking. Siswa diberikan tiga
topik personal recount text untuk dipilih dan diminta untuk menceritakan kembali
dengan kalimat sendiri sesuai dengan pengalaman pribadi yang pernah mereka
alami. Tes speaking ini direkam dengan menggunakan kamera video untuk
kemudian di analisa dengan bantuan perangkat lunak komputer. Data penelitian
ini berupa transkripsi dari rekaman video retelling recount text. Dari penelitian ini
ditemukan kualitas dari keakuratan penggunaan past tense dalam menceritakan
kembali teks recount siswa berada pada level poor grammatical accuracy
(17,74%), yaitu : pada kalimat verbal berada pada level satisfaction grammatical
accuracy (44,44%) dan pada kalimat nominal berada pada level poor grammatical
accuracy (14,61%). Permasalahan umum yang sering terjadi dalam penggunaan
past tense dalam retelling recount text diantaranya : kesalahan dalam
menggunakan bentuk kata kerja dan kesalahan dalam penggunaan to be.

Kata kunci : Past tense, retelling personal recount text, grammatical
accuracy
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem
English is a compulsory foreign language to be learned in Indonesia. In
teaching and learning English, speaking is an essential skill for students besides
listening, writing, and reading. There are many reasons why the students have
to master in speaking English. The core reason is that English plays an
important role as an international language which is really needed by people
around the world, nowadays, not only in the school, but also in finding a job,

finding friends from different country and also seeking for information.

To be successful in learning English for the students, one of them is
determined by their speaking ability. It means that they have to be able to
speaking English fluently and accurately. These two components of speaking
skill are very important for the students to communicate because they are
supporting each other to help them to speak up well. The students are good in
speaking fluency when they are able to speak with others without having to
stop and think too much about what they are going to say. In other words
speaking fluency is the naturalness and the smoothness of the speech like the
native speaker. While, accuracy means that the ability of the students in

speaking with others is speech without errors of grammar and vocabulary.

Furthermore in speaking, accuracy has an important position. Parrot

(2002:64) says that speaking accuracy is the ability of students in using



appropriate grammar, vocabularies and phonology. In order to speak
accurately, grammar needs to be considered. Grammar is essentials as the rules
of the wording to make meaningful utterances. Without grammar, the language
will fail to create meaning. Although sometimes people still understand the
language without correct grammar, in some cases, if people do not use
grammar correctly it may bring to misinterpretation. So that mastering
grammar for students will assure people to deliver their thought well, as the

result other people will understand the idea they delivered well too.

Based on Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP) or Kurikulum
2006, in Indonesia, one of the aims learning in English is to achieve
communicative competence. To reach those competences, the curriculum
provides some genres of monolog texts that have to be learned by students of
Senior High School. One of the monolog texts is recount text. Recount text is
a text that retells the events that happen in the past. The purpose of learning
this text is that the students are able to tell again the past events they have pass
which is close to their daily life. To gain this purpose, retelling is a strategy
that can be used to share about what they have seen or read or listened. Many
teachers apply this strategy in their teaching process. They ask the students to

retell about what they have experienced in their past time.

But unfortunately, based on an informal in interview with some English
teachers at Senior High School 1 Sungai Penuh, it seems that only few students
can speak English accurately when they told their experiences. Some of them

often stuck or do not know how to say in English, then they prefer to stop



speaking. The teachers also add that some of students are shy to speak English,
when the teacher asks questions, they only smiled or they prepared to keep
silent. In other words, they could not give feedback well. Then, some of the

students tend to use their mother tongue in telling something.

Next, the grammar that the students used also still not good. Even though
they have learnt English since they were at Elementary School, it is difficult for
them to use the correct grammatical pattern. Sometimes they use inappropriate
subject or verb in producing sentences. They do not know what to say and they
also make mistakes in using frequency of time that indicate the sentences. In
this case, a wrong grammatical pattern may change the meaning or sometimes
cannot be understood, so that the information that the students try to transfer, is

not success.

The major problems for the students in retelling a recount text are in
using the language features of recount text correctly and appropriately.
Students do not comprehend and understand how to tell about action and event
happen in present or in the past. Sometimes, they forget to change the past
form or say it in indirect speech to retell the story again. The other problem is
that the students assume that all the verbs in recount text are in the past form.
In case, there are some parts which should not be in the past form, like retelling
in direct speech. For instance, if the verbs in a passage refer to actions

occurring at past actions, then the past tense is definitely needed to be used.



The facts above motivated the researcher to have a comprehensive
analysis about the students’ grammatical accuracy in using past tense that the
students faced in retelling recount text. Since the informal interview has been
done to English teacher of Senior High School 1 Sungai Penuh and the cases
occur on the students there, the researcher decided to do a research at that
school. Furthermore, it seems that what was investigated also occur in other
school, because when the researcher did the teaching practice at other school

this phenomenon is also happen.

B. The Identification of the Problem.

Based on the explanation above, there were several reseachable problems
in speaking accuracy for students of Senior High School 1 Sungai Penuh that
could be identified such as: First, some of the students still prefer to speak in
their mother tongue when they do not know the words in English or they just
keep silent. Second, some of them have limited vocabulary, as a matter of fact,
the proportion of having many vocabularies is the most important thing in
speaking. Third, the students do not use the correct grammatical pattern in

speaking as the result without grammar, the language means anything.

C. Limitation of the Problem
In relation to the identification, the research is limited to the analysis of

students’ grammatical accuracy in using past tense by retelling recount text.



This research has been done at the eleventh grade of Senior High School 1

Sungai Penuh, located at Sungai Penuh city, province Jambi.

D. Formulation of the Problem.
The problem was formulated as follows: “How is the grammatical
accuracy of the 11™ grade of Senior High School 1 Sungai Penuh in using past

tense in retelling recount text at SMA N 1 Sungai Penuh?”

E. Research Questions
Based on the formulation of the problem above, there were the research
questions as follow:
1. How is the quality of the students’ grammatical accuracy of past tense in
retelling recount text?
2. What are the grammatical problems that the students face in using of past

tense by retelling recount text?

F. Purpose of the Research

The purposes of this research were to analyze and to explain about:
1. The quality of the students’ grammatical acuuracy of past tense in
retelling recount text.
2. The grammatical problems that the students face in using of past tense by

retelling recount text.



G. Significance of the Research

The findings of the research will be useful both for the students and the
teachers. For the students, this study will eventually motivate them in learning
English and encourage them to speak. It is expected for them to recognize and
realize that mastering grammar, especially past tense, is useful to have a good
accuracy in speaking. For the teachers, this study will generally show the
ability of the students in grammatical accuracy, especially in the using of past
tense so that the teachers are aware of their grammatical accuracy and are able

to improve their way of teaching grammar in speaking activity.

H. The Definition of the Key Terms.
To avoid misunderstanding in this research, it is necessary to define the
terms as follow:

1. Speaking is the process of building and sharing meaning through the
use of verbal and non-verbal symbols, in a variety of context.

2. Accuracy is the ability to produce correct sentences using
correct grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation.

3. Grammar is a description of the structure of a language and the way in
which units such as words and phrases are combined to produce
sentences in language.

4. Grammatical accuracy is related to the appropriate way of students

in mastering grammar rules.



Simple past tense describes actions or situations that began and ended
in the past.

Recount text is a kind of text whose function is to retell events or
experiences in the past to inform or to entertain.

Retelling is a process to tell (a story, tale, etc.) over again or in a new
way.

Grammatical problem in using past tense is related to the problems that

the students faced in mastering grammar rules of past tense.



CHAPTHER V
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGESTIONS

A. CONCLUSIONS

Based on the findings and discussion, it is found that the students’
grammatical accuracy of past tense in retelling recount text at 11" grade
students at SMA N 1 Sungai Penuh was in the level of poor grammatical
accuracy (17,74%), where, the quality of the students’ grammatical accuracy in
the using of verbal sentence was in the level of satisfaction grammatical
accuracy (44,44%), with in details : the quality of the using of regular verb was
in the level of satisfaction grammatical accuracy (50,5%) and the using of
irregular verb in the level of weak grammatical accuracy(38,3%). While, the
students’ quality in the using nominal sentence is lower than the using of
verbal sentence that stand in the level of poor grammatical (14,61%). The data
also indicates that the major problems that the students made in using of past
tense in retelling recount text were : Problems with the appropriate form of

verb and appropriate to be in past tense.

B. SUGESTIONS

In speaking, grammatical accuracy has an important position to be
considered. Since, the grammar is essentials as the rules of the wording to

make meaningful utterances. So that, grammar is really needed for the students
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in order to improve their grammatical accuracy in speaking, especially in the

using of past tense. The researcher intends to give some suggestions as follow:

1.

It is essential for the teacher to know the factors that affect the students’
grammatical problems in expressing past activities especially in retelling
recount text in mastering past tense.

The teacher has to keep giving students speaking activities in focusing of
the using of past tense regularly. By these tasks, the students will be
accustomed to speak accurately.

The teacher has to give the very simple topic and very familiar with their
situation or environment and their favorite. This will make students more
enjoy and motivate them to keep speaking

The students should improve their ability in the using of past tense by
practicing speaking a lot in both of in classroom or out of the classroom
because grammatical accuracy is really important in speaking.

The students have to pay more attention to some aspects that are difficult
for them in speaking. After knowing their mistakes, the students should

be able to learn from it, so they will not do the same mistakes again.
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