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ABSTRAK 

 

Frika Daniati, 86690/2007. Teaching Vocabulary By Using “Hot Seat Game” 
to Seventh Grade of Junior High School Students. Paper. Jurusan 
Bahasa Inggris. Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni. Universitas Negeri 
Padang. 

 

 Pengajaran bahasa Inggris tidak bisa dipisahkan dari pengajaran kosakata, 
karena kosakata merupakan komponen utama bahasa. Dengan kata lain, sangat 
tidak mungkin bagi seseorang untuk berkomunikasi dengan orang lain tanpa 
mengenal kosakata. Siswa harus memahami kosakata untuk bisa menggunakan 
empat keterampilan dalam berbahasa Inggris yakni mendengar, berbicara, 
membaca, dan menulis. Untuk itu, penekanan terhadap penguasaan kosakata perlu 
dilakukan.  

 Dalam makalah ini, penulis mencoba menguraikan salah satu teknik 
pengajaran kosakata yaitu menggunakan “Hot Seat Game” yang terintegrasi 
dalam keterampilan membaca. Teknik ini dapat memberikan kemudahan kepada 
siswa dalam memahami kosakata baru dari sebuah teks recount. Teknik ini 
menuntut siswa untuk bekerja dengan timnya. Kerja tim adalah untuk memberikan 
‘clue’ kepada temannya yang duduk di ‘kursi panas’ agar dapat menebak kata 
yang tertulis di papan tulis. Dalam teknik ini, guru memerlukan papan tulis, 
bangku, dan spidol yang tentunya sudah ada di ruangan kelas. Namun, guru juga 
dapat menambah fasilitas lain seperti LCD dan in focus dalam menunjang minat 
belajar siswa. 

 Dengan menggunakan teknik ini, bukan hanya dapat menarik minat siswa 
dalam mempelajari kosakata tetapi juga dapat memudahkan para guru dalam 
pengajaran kosakata. Di samping itu dapat menciptakan suasana kelas yang lebih 
menyenangkan, sehingga proses belajar mengajar dapat berjalan dengan baik. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Problem 

English is a global language which used by many people around the 

world for communication. It becomes the most important language among the 

other languages. There are various reasons for the importance of English 

language, like travel, education or studies, correspondence, and internet. 

Education is one of the reasons why people should know English as their 

second language.  

Due to the important role of English as a universal language, English is 

not only taught and learnt in English speaking countries but also in non-

English speaking countries. In Indonesia, English has been studied by students 

from elementary school up to university level. Students should master English 

subjects in order to make them ready to face the world.  

There are four skills that have to be mastered by the students. They are 

listening, speaking, reading and writing. In order to master those skills, the 

first thing that should be learned and known is vocabulary.  

Vocabulary is one of the most important elements in learning English. 

Students who have more vocabulary will get easy in communicating with 

others. If the students have lack of vocabulary, they cannot write because they 

are not able to deliver ideas, they will not understand what they read because 
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they do not know the meaning of any difficult words that was found. They are 

not able to speak or communicate with other people because they 

misunderstand what they talk so that they have to know the words that are 

used in sentences. In short, vocabulary is important because it can be said as 

the basic thing and it is integrated to English skills.  

In this paper, the writer focuses on reading skill. The importance of 

vocabulary can be seen in reading activity. For junior high school students, 

they should learn some kinds of texts, a recount text, for instance. According 

to Dene (2011), “An increased vocabulary will help the student communicate 

with others and will eventually help the students to read.” Students still get 

difficulties in understanding a text because they lack of vocabulary. It can be 

caused by three factors. 

The first factor is caused by the teachers who still use some 

conventional techniques in teaching vocabulary such as translation technique. 

In this technique, the students are given list of vocabularies together with their 

meaning in their mother language. This technique makes the students not 

active in teaching and learning process. Students are demanded to memorize 

the words and the meaning together. However, it is difficult for the students to 

memorize the words, since they seldom practice. Students only learn the 

words and the meanings, without knowing how to use it in communication. 

Besides, the teachers write some new words in the white board, and then ask 

the students to find the meaning of those words from dictionary. After that, the 

teachers ask them to copy the words into their note book. Thus, this technique 
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makes the students become passive in learning, because the students tend to 

look up the dictionary and copy them in the note book without trying to 

practice it in daily life. 

Moreover, the teachers are not creative in selecting the materials, 

which are not suitable with the students. The teachers do not try to vary the 

materials. The teachers just focus on one book in teaching vocabulary. In fact, 

this sometimes does not help the students to increase their vocabulary. The 

materials are regarded monotonous and not interesting for the students.  

Furthermore, most of the students assume that learning vocabulary is a 

boring activity. This assumption appears because they do not like to do the 

usual classroom activity in learning vocabulary such as remembering and 

repeating the words. Therefore, the students feel bored and do not enjoy that 

subject. They will forget about the words that they have learned soon.  

From the reasons above, there are several factors that make the 

students lack of vocabulary. They are inappropriate technique used by the 

teachers, the uninteresting materials, and boring activity in learning 

vocabulary. 

In conclusion, the teacher should create an interesting activity or 

interesting technique to substitute the boring activity created by conventional 

techniques. By using an interesting technique, it is expected that the students 

are able to memorize and remember the lesson especially vocabulary that they 
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have learned. One alternative that can be done by the teachers is teaching 

vocabulary by using “Hot Seat Game”. 

“Hot Seat Game” is one of communicative technique that can be used 

to improve seventh grade of Junior High School students’ vocabulary. Hot 

Seat Game is a good way in practicing vocabulary that has been learned in 

reading activity. In this game, the teacher just needs a chair that will be a ‘Hot 

Seat’.  The students work in groups. There are two groups in this game. Each 

group has their own volunteer to sit in the Hot Seat. And the members have to 

give a clue to their volunteer to say the target word. They will feel enjoyable 

and have fun.  

 
1.2 Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the explanation above, the problem can be formulated as 

follows: How can “Hot Seat Game” can be used in teaching vocabulary to 

seventh grade of junior high school students? 

 
1.3 Limitation of the Problem 

There are many texts that should be learned by the students in junior 

high school. For seventh grade students, they should learned two types of 

texts: descriptive and recount. However, the writer has decided to limit the 

teaching of vocabulary in reading recount text. 
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1.4 The Purpose of the Paper 

This paper is expected to provide an alternative technique of teaching 

vocabulary. By using this technique, the teachers can increase students’ 

vocabulary in reading activity. In addition, it gives solution to the problems 

that the students faced in mastering vocabulary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 4 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 
 

4.1 Conclusion 

Hot Seat Game is a great game in enriching seventh grade students’ 

vocabulary. It gives a challenge for the students to increase their vocabularies. 

This method is very useful to be applied in the class because all the students in 

the class have the same opportunity to take a turn sitting in the hot seat. This 

game helps the students to get the meaning of a new word so that they can use 

it effectively. 

 

4.2 Suggestion 

1. The writer suggests the English teacher can be more creative in 

teaching vocabulary. This technique can be a choice to be applied in 

the classroom. It will make the students more enjoyable. 

2. The teachers have to consider the time when they use Hot Seat Game 

in helping students to enrich their vocabulary. 

3. Teachers should give support to students in developing students’ 

vocabulary. 

4. Teachers also have to be more creative in teaching vocabulary so that 

the students are motivated to study. 
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