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ABSTRAK 

 

Syafitri, Ayu Dilma 2015.“Teaching Speaking by Curiosity Box Strategy for 

Junior High School”.Paper. Padang : Jurusan Bahasa 

Inggris Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni Universitas Negeri 

Padang. 

Makalah ini membahas pemanfaatan Curiosity Box Strategy dalam 

pengajaran keterampilan berbicara bahasa Inggris di Sekolah Menengah Pertama 

(SMP). Kurangnya percaya diri dari siswa, lemahnya siswa dalam vocabulary 

serta kurangnya interaksi di dalam kelas antara guru dan siswa, juga siswa dengan 

siswa menjadi penyebab kurangnya kemampuan berbicara siswa. Sementara 

dalam pengajaran speaking, siswa dituntut untuk bisa meningkatkan kemampuan 

berbicaranya dalam Bahasa Inggris. Agar tujuan ini tercapai, dibutuhkan strategi 

yang tepat dalam pengajaran speaking. Salah satu strategi yang dapat digunakan 

dalam pengajaran speaking adalah Curiosity Box Strategy. Curiosity Box Strategy 

merupakan strategi yang dirancang untuk membantu siswa menyampaikan 

pendapat dalam diskusi kelompok. Strategi ini memungkinkan siswa untuk 

menghasilkan kalimat secara langsung, dalam menyampaikan ide dan pendapat 

tanpa rasa takut di hadapan guru dan teman sekelasnya. Dengan demikian, siswa 

diharapkan dapat meningkatkan kemampuannya berbicara Bahasa Inggris dengan 

baik. Melalui Curiosity Box Strategy diharapkan bisa membantu siswa Sekolah 

Menengah Pertama (SMP) terutama kelas awal (VII) dalam mengembangkan 

kemampuan berbicara (speaking) dalam Bahasa Inggris.    
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the problem 

Speaking is the people’s oral communication that is used to transmit 

information to others in daily life. When people speak, they do not just give 

message through the gesture and body language, but also consider in arranging 

and organizing good sentences to make the listeners understand what the 

speaker’s means. Because of that, speaking becomes one of the most important 

skills that should be mastered by students. By speaking, students can express 

their ideas, opinions, comments, and suggestion orally.  

However, as one of the language skills, speaking is not easy to master. In 

school environment, students should be able to speak well in English. In standard 

of competence at Junior High School in Indonesia, students are required to 

express the meaning orally in a form of report, narrative and analytical exposition 

in the context of daily life. Students should identify and point out the information 

from the monolog or functional text and then express their idea in their own 

sentences orally.  

Moreover, the phenomenon nowadays, students are difficult to express 

their ideas, opinions, comments, suggestion. Some students also have some 

difficulty in oral activities, such as speech, debate, class presentation, discussion 
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or to take a part in class activities such as to communicate between teachers and 

students. Harmer (2001:345) states that students are often reluctant to speak 

because they are ashamed and are not interested in expressing themselves in front 

of other people, especially when they are being asked to give personal 

information or opinion. 

This problems happened because of several reasons. The reasons came 

from the students and teacher. There are some problem came from the student. 

First, the students  shy. The student shy, because they have less of self 

confidence. Second, the students afraid of making mistakes and ashamed being 

laughed by their friends while speaking. Third, the students do not have enough 

vocabulary. Because they have lack at ability to make a good sentence. And the 

last problem came from the teacher. Strategy that used by the teachers was not 

interesting for the students. Thus, does not create a good interaction in the 

classroom. 

The problems caused by inappropriate strategy that the teacher use in 

teaching learning process and also sometime the strategy used by the teacher is 

not suitable with background of students itself, such as student’s age and level. It 

makes the students bored and unmotivated during teaching learning process. It is 

necessary for the teacher to choose good strategy in teaching speaking. 

Therefore, students will have more attention to the lesson and motivation to 

actively speak English. 
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To overcome the problems above, the English teacher of Junior High 

School is suggested to use an active and appropriate strategy in teaching 

speaking & vocabulary for Junior high school students, such as Mystery Bag 

Strategy, Knowledge Rating Scale Strategy, Word Expert Cards Strategy and 

Curiosity Box Strategy. Mystery Bags is a strategy to build relationships between 

words by using real object in a bag that will be guessed by students. Thus, 

students are able to know and understand many words based on the objects in the 

bag. Knowledge Rating Scale Strategy is a strategy in which students rate their 

knowledge of social studies vocabulary. In the process, students  are given a list 

of words related to the topic or concept and rate how well they know each term.  

Rating Scales can help students to actively look at and be aware of new 

vocabulary and also help activate prior knowledge.  

Words Expert Cards Strategy is a strategy can be used when students 

need to learn vocabulary from a social studies. Words Expert Cards combine 

direct instruction, word study in context, and peer teaching. Each student gets the 

job of being a Word Expert for just a few of many words to be learned. Students 

construct cards for each word. The teacher makes a master list of key words, 

generally containing 50 to 100 words.  

The last Curiosity Box strategy, in which the first strategy “Mystery Bag” 

combined with the second strategy “Knowledge Rating Scale” and “Word Expert 

Cards Strategy” wich uses interesting box, card and word list to facilitate 
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students to share experiences through the list of word that teacher given, as well 

as a center of students' activities to develop interaction by creating good 

sentences. By using this strategy students can develop their speaking ability. This 

strategy is useful, because students have opportunity to practice in making 

conclusion about interesting material that is given by teacher. In addition teacher 

divides the students into group and gives time a round to each group to explain 

the topic. 

 In conclusion, using appropriate strategy that suitable for the students’ 

background in teaching speaking can influence the students to pay attention to 

practice speaking English. It helps students motivate to improve their speaking 

ability. And the important thing is create the interactions between students and 

teacher, also student and student. 

 

B. Limitation of the problem 

There are some problem that are found in teaching speaking at Junior 

High School, such: students are ashamed to speak out their mind about the topic, 

students are confuse when teacher ask them to make sentences orally, students 

lost their self-confidence when teacher got them speaking in front of the class, 

students can speak English well without object or interesting sample. 

In order to solve the problems as stated above, there are many strategies 

that used by teacher in teaching speaking, for example Mystery Bag Strategy, 
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Knowledge Rating Scale Strategy, Word Expert Cards Strategy and Curiosity 

Box Strategy. Then, writer just limits the problem; how to make students actively 

in speaking English and pay much attention to the topic. The writer tries to 

discuss Curiosity Box Strategy in teaching speaking. 

C. Formulation of the problem 

Based on the problem above, this paper is formulated in the following 

question: “How does teacher use curiosity box strategy to teach speaking for 

first grade of Junior High School?” 

D. Significance of the paper 

The purpose of writing this paper is to give contribution for English 

teacher, it will gain more information about Curiosity Box Strategy and also 

they can apply it in their classroom to force students speaking ability. Then, 

the students will understand English subject easily by learning speak English 

well confidently in groups and the students will be motivated in improving 

their speaking English ability. Then the last, the readers, it provides 

information about Curiosity Box Strategy and it can add their knowledge 

about strategy which can be applied in teaching speaking.  
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CHAPTER IV 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

Based on explanation before, the writer concludes that speaking is a 

fluent process of speaker’s combining information from a text and their own 

background knowledge to build the meaning and comprehending the speaking 

process. Thus, the students need an interesting learning process that 

encourages them to speak confidently and interaction between teacher. 

Because of that, teacher should use an active and appropriate  strategy, in 

order to facilitate students to get meaning of during speaking activity or 

understand the idea and information of they are speaking about. 

The writer recommends one of interesting teaching learning strategy 

namely Curiosity Box Strategy. This strategy is adapted from several experts. 

Curiosity Box Strategy was first developed by Alison Kay in the 1950s.  

According to Pearce (1999) Curiosity Box can motivate and excite students’ 

curiosity, as well as help create a classroom atmosphere characterized by 

inquiry, wonder, and scientific thinking. Christian (2007:57) said that this 

strategy provides students an opportunity to visualize the emergence  of a 

professional self. 

Brassell (2011:59) explain several steps as follows: (1.) To prepare the 

lesson, teacher prepare some boxes and collect some cards related to the topic 



30 

 

and place these items in a box. (2.) Teacher  make a list of vocabulary word 

that the students wants know based on the topic. (3.) Teacher ask a student to 

take a card from the box and the student identify or describe the picture on the 

card. (4.) The first student remove the first card and the second student do the 

activity like the student number one. (5.) Continue discussion until all of the 

cards have been taken. (6.) Teacher write the following question words on the 

board. What? When? Where? Why? Who? How?. Teacher encourage the 

students to use these words to ask questions about the picture. (7.) Then, 

teacher ask students try to guess the new topic of study. Based on the 

collection of the card. And review each picture on the card. 

By this strategy provides students to practice by making each student 

participate in conversation by convey meaning so that they are able to achieve 

fluency in speaking English. The creative activity will provide more 

interesting English speaking practice  for students during the learning process, 

so that the students are able to become an active speaker in front of their 

classmates. Thus, this strategy becomes an interesting and active strategy that 

used in speaking class of Junior High School. It will encourage students speak 

or discuss an issues confidently with their classmates. 
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B. Suggestion 

Speaking with accuracy, confidently and actively is not easy to teach 

for the students, especially at Junior High School, it needs more attention in 

teaching learning process. The teacher should be creative so the students will 

be easy to understand and following the guides of teaching learning process, 

then they do not bore during the process run. Curiosity Box strategy can be an 

alternative and interesting strategy to create an active speaking and interaction 

between students and students and also teacher and students during teaching 

learning process. Thus, writer proposes some suggestions to the teacher who 

will teach speaking by using Curiosity Box Strategy as follow: 

The teacher should provide each group with a box of cards. Explain to 

the students that the cards in the box tell something about the content of the 

lesson or unit of study. Ask each group to share its thinking. Responds with 

interest, but do not indicate whether hypotheses are right or wrong. Allow 

students to keep the objects at their tables while you teach. At the conclusion 

of the lesson or unit of study, ask students to reconsider the meanings of the 

cards. Although teacher may ask students to discuss in their small groups. It is 

also effective to have a whole-class discussion. The teacher should be clever 

to be guide student to explain the material. The teacher can guide the student 

by creating question. These can improve students comprehension.  
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