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ABSTRAK 

 

Fitri, Anisa Yohana. 2012. “Verb Form Deviations Made by the Eleventh 

Grade Students of the Natural Science Program of SMAN 5 Padang 

in Writing a Descriptive Text”. Skripsi. Jurusan Bahasa Inggris. 

Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni. Universitas Negeri Padang 

 

 Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui dan mengidentifikasi 

penyimpangan-penyimpangan tata bahasa (grammatical deviation) dalam 

menggunakan bentuk-bentuk kata kerja yang dibuat oleh siswa dalam deskriptif 

teks. Populasi penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas 11 IPA di SMA Negeri 5 Padang. 

Dalam melaksanakan penelitian ini, peneliti memberikan tes menulis kepada 

siswa. Data yang diperoleh kemudian dianalisa dan dikelompokkan berdasarkan 

beberapa kriteria tertentu. Berdasarkan analisis data dapat disimpulkan bahwa 

tingkat penyimpangan grammatikal yang dilakukan siswa tinggi. Hal ini dapat 

dilihat dari kesalahan yang mereka lakukan dalam penggunaan kata kerja. 

Sebanyak 28% siswa memiliki kesalahan yang sangat tinggi dalam menggunakan 

kata kerja selain be. Sedangkan siswa yang memiliki kesalahan yang sangat tinggi 

dalam menggunakan kata kerja be hanya sebanyak 13%. Selanjutnya kesalahan 

yang banyak dibuat siswa dalam penggunaan kata kerja selain be adalah tidak 

adanya -s/-es pada kata kerja orang ketiga tunggal, kesalahan dalam menggunakan 

have atau has, dan penggunaan kata kerja ganda pada satu kalimat. Kemudian, 

kesalahan pada penggunaan kata kerja be adalah kesalahan penggunaan be yang 

tidak tepat untuk subjek tunggal dan jamak dan tidak adanya kata kerja be dalam 

kalimat. Untuk itu penelitian ini diharapkan mampu memberikan kontribusi 

terhadap pengajaran grammar dalam writing.  
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Based on the School-Based Curriculum 2006, the teaching of English 

in Indonesia should be taught through texts. It means that the four language 

skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) and language competences 

(grammar, vocabulary, spelling, and pronunciation) are taught integratedly 

through a text. At the end of the learning process, it is expected that the 

students would be able to communicate in English both in oral and in written 

form fluently as well as accurately.  

In senior high school level, this curriculum requires students to be able 

to create various texts in the form of transactional, interpersonal, functional 

text, and short essays. These texts are procedure, descriptive, recount, 

narrative, report, news item, analytical exposition, hortatory exposition, spoof, 

explanation, discussion, and review (Depdiknas, 2006). Students are expected 

to produce those previously mentioned text not only in oral performance, but 

also in written performances.  

In writing, the students have to consider many components. One of 

them is grammar. Grammar deals with some rules of how a sentence is 

produced in the well-form and meaningful. It is also related with some 

aspects, for example choice of words, punctuations, spellings, parts of speech, 

and the use of verb form and tenses. Those aspects should be used correctly. If
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the students misuse the grammatical aspects, they will make incorrect 

sentences in their writing. As a result, the readers will get confused and not 

understand their writing. 

In the School-Based Curriculum, grammar is not taught independently 

anymore, but it has been taught implicitly through a text. It means that the 

students will not learn grammar independently. When the students learn a text, 

they will also learn about grammar. For instance, in learning descriptive text, 

the students are taught about the tense used, such as simple present tense. 

One of the texts that the students should be able to write is the 

descriptive text. Based on the Depdiknas (2004), the descriptive text is a type 

of text which has function to describe a particular person, place, or thing in 

detail. The writer of descriptive text creates a clear picture of a person, place, 

or thing through the use of vivid and carefully selected details, so that the 

readers can visualize what is being described by the writer. The text is 

organized in two steps, they are identification, in which who, where, and what 

are being described, and the description which supports the paragraph by 

describing the subject in detail. 

The descriptive text is mostly considered as one of the easy texts to be 

produced. However, there are some senior high school students who are still 

not able to write the descriptive text in correct sentences though they have 

learnt it since they were in the junior high school grade seventh, eighth, and 

ninth. Based on the informal interview with an English teacher at SMAN 5 

Padang, the teacher said that many students get low marks in English. 
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Meanwhile, a standard of passing grade in English subject was 70 score. The 

teacher found that the students whose marks lower than the passing grade 

were those who had problem in grammar. 

To assist an argument related to the students’ problem in using 

grammar in writing descriptive text, a preliminary research was done to see 

the students’ products in writing descriptive text. This preliminary research 

was conducted for 40 eleventh grade students in SMAN 5 Padang. In this 

case, the researcher, who was helped by one of the English teacher in the 

school, required the students to write a free writing in the form of descriptive 

text. They were free to choose the topic they wanted to write.  

From the result of the test, it could be seen that there were many 

students still use incorrect grammar in their writing. It was clearly shown in 

one of the students’ writing as follow; “My idol is Lee Min Ho. Lee Min Ho 

live in Korea. He is actor in film Boy before Flowers. I’m very love his. I like 

he is because he hendsame, he good acting. Lee Min Ho like dog. He like mie 

instan. He is have hobby recing car and sliming. And ٭favorite game is recing 

car. Lee Min Ho ٭a straight hair. He is a tall, skin whit, a good nose. He like 

a song. I love to Lee Min Ho.” 

Based on the student’s writing above, there were many deviations that 

the students made. The most incorrect grammar committed in her writing was 

in using verb forms. For instance, she omitted the –s/-es for the third singular 

person, such as “Lee Min Ho live in Korea instead of Lee Min Ho lives in 

Korea”, “Lee Min Ho like dog instead of Lee Min Ho likes dog”, “He like 
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mie instan instead of He likes mie instan”, and  “He like a song instead of He 

likes a song”. She used double predicate in a sentence, such as “I’m very love 

his instead of I love him very much”. She omitted a verb in a sentence, such as 

“Lee Min Ho * a straight hair instead of Lee Min Ho has a straight hair”. 

And she used incorrect form of verb for the third singular person, such as “He 

is have hobby recing car and sliming instead of He is have hobby recing car 

and sliming”. 

The situation above happened because the students had poor grammar 

competence. Based on the informal interview with several students at SMAN 

5 Padang, they said that they had difficulties in writing, especially in applying 

correct grammar. They tend to write word by word by translating it from 

Bahasa Indonesia into English. As stated by Brown (1994) that translation is 

one of the causes of errors. The students translated their first language 

sentence or idiomatic expressions into the target language without paying 

attention to the use of correct grammar. As a result, they committed many 

errors in their writings.  

Besides, applying the correct grammar is very crucial in writing. It is 

aimed to avoid misunderstanding between the writer and the reader. In 

grammar learning, students are taught how parts of speech (noun, pronoun, 

verb, adjective, adverb, preposition, conjunction) are put together to form 

sentences. Many students still encountered difficulties in applying appropriate 

rule of grammar in writing. Consequently, they still made deviations 

especially in constructing sentences and using verb form in tenses correctly.  
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Dealing with difficulties faced by the students in using the correct verb 

form in writing, a research about what verb form deviations made by the 

students of SMA 5 Padang in writing a descriptive text was conducted. This 

research is expected to give deeper information to the teacher about students’ 

weaknesses in applying correct grammar in writing.  

B. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problem previously stated, there was a 

problem faced by the students in applying a correct grammar in writing. The 

students themselves had poor grammar competence especially in using correct 

verb forms in the sentences. A verb as a predicate is an important part in a 

sentence. The students tend to translate word by word from Bahasa Indonesia 

in producing a text into English. They did not care with the function of a verb 

in a sentence. That was why this research done to find out the verb form 

deviations made by the students of SMAN 5 Padang in writing a descriptive 

text. 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problem above, the problem was 

limited on the verb form deviations made by the eleventh grade students of 

SMAN 5 Padang, enrolled in the year 2011/2012 in writing a descriptive text. 

D. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the identification and the limitation of the problem above, the 

formulation of the problem in this research was: 
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“What were verb form deviations made by the eleventh grade students 

of SMAN 5 Padang in writing a descriptive text?” 

E. Research Questions 

The problem of this research was further elaborated into the following 

research questions: 

1. What verb form deviations were made by the students in using verb be in 

writing a descriptive text? 

2. What verb form deviations were made by the students in using verb other 

than be in writing a descriptive text? 

F. Purposes of the Research 

The purposes of the research were to find out : 

1. The verb form deviations made by the students in using verb be. 

2. The verb form deviations made by the students in using verb other than 

be. 

G. Significance of the Research 

Since grammar plays an important role in writing, a research about 

students’ deviations in applying appropriate grammar was important to be 

done, especially in using verb forms in the sentences. By conducting this 

research, it was expected that this research gives a significant contribution and 

worthful ideas for the teaching of writing skill, especially for the Senior High 

School students. Besides, it is also expected for the teacher to have a clear 

description about verb form deviations made by the students in writing 
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descriptive text. Thus, the teacher can emphasize his/her explanation on the 

students’ weaknesses in applying correct grammar in writing. While for the 

students, it is hoped that they can see how deep their understanding in using 

correct verb forms in writing descriptive. Hence, they can improve their ability 

in writing by doing more practices. 

H. Definition of Key Terms 

Verb form deviation  : the different answer made by the eleventh grade 

students of natural science program of SMAN 5 

Padang, from what are acceptable in using verb 

form in writing a descriptive text which may be 

caused by mistakes or   errors. 

Writing ability : the ability to express, inform, and communicate 

the ideas, thoughts, and feelings in the written form. 

Descriptive text : a type of text which has function to describe a 

particular person, place, or thing in detail. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

  The purpose of this research was to find out the verb form 

deviations made by the students in using verb be and verbs other than be. 

Based on the data analysis and findings that have been discussed in the 

previous chapter, the eleventh grade students’ ability in using correct grammar 

in writing descriptive text is low. It can be seen from the deviation they made 

in their writing. They still committed high level of verb form deviation. This 

result is summarized from the students’ average score in the data of students’ 

writing test.  

  There were two components which concerned as the indicators of 

students’ deviations in writing descriptive text. These components were the 

incorrect verb forms made by the students both in using verb be and verbs 

other than be. From the data, it can be seen that students’ overall deviation in 

using verb form was averaged high. This average was proven by the result of 

the deviations committed by the students. The data of students’ deviations in 

using verb be were indicated high; meanwhile the deviations in using the 

verbs other than be were also indicated high.   

B. Suggestion 

  Based on the result of this research, the students’ deviations in 

using verb forms in writing descriptive texts were categorized high. It is 
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important to improve the students’ comprehension about using the correct 

grammar in writing, especially using verb forms. Therefore, it is suggested 

that the teachers can emphasize the conscious teaching of grammar.  They 

have to find the appropriate materials which relate to the using of correct verb 

forms in the term of verb be and verbs other than be. It is hoped that the 

teachers may give several exercises which focus not only on explaining the 

generic structure and the language features of a text but also how to use it 

appropriately in the texts.  

  It is also suggested that teachers are able to search and apply 

techniques in teaching writing. The techniques in teaching writing should be 

integrated with the teaching of grammar. The teacher should be able to 

promote the students’ ability in arranging and relating the ideas, choosing the 

words, and using the correct grammar. Giving more exercises to the students 

is quite important to control the students’ progress in writing ability, 

especially in using verb forms. As well, teachers may offer feedback for the 

students’ writing in order to improve the writing ability.  
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