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ABSTRAK

Novebry, Andreas. 2019. “Analisis Pelanggaran Maksim dalam Komedi Situasi
“The Big Bang Theory Musim 11”. Makalah. Padang: Prodi Bahasa dan Sastra
Inggris, Jurusan Bahasa dan Sastra Inggris, Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni Universitas
Negeri Padang”

Dalam sebuah komunikasi yang efektif dan efisien, dibutuhkan adanya
kerjasama antara pembicara dan pendengar untuk membentuk suatu percakapan
yang baik dengan mempertimbangkan prinsip-prinsip yang digagas oleh Helbert
Paul Grice pada tahun 1975. Dia mengelompokkan maksim dalam empat jenis,
diantaranya maksim kuantitas, maksim kualitas, maksim relasi dan maksim
pelaksanaan. Penelitian ini mencoba untuk menemukan jenis-jenis pelanggaran
maksim dan fungsi dari tiap tokoh melakukan pelanggaran tersebut di dalam
komedi situasi “The Big Bang Theory Musim 11”. Penelitian ini menggunakan
metode kualitatif. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa pelanggaran maksim
kuantitas merupakan pelanggaran yang paling banyak ditemukan. Selain itu, dari
beberapa indikator yang digunakan untuk mengidentifikasi fungsi pelanggaran
maksim ditemukan bahwa fungsi pengucapan yang tidak dibutuhkan merupakan
fungsi yang paling banyak digunakan oleh tiap tokoh didalam komedi situasi ini.

Kata Kunci: Pelanggaran Maksim, Komedi Situasi, The Big Bang Theory



ABSTRACT

Novebry, Andreas. 2019. “An Analysis of Maxim Violation in Situational
Comedy “The Big Bang Theory Season 11”. Paper. Padang: English Language
and Literature Program, English Department, Language and Art Faculty
Universitas Negeri Padang”

In an effective and efficient communication, speakers and listeners are
required to work together to build a good conversation by considering the
principles proposed by Helbert Paul Grice in 1975. He categorizes the maxim into
four types, namely maxim of quantity, maxim of quality, maxim of relation and
maxim of manner. This paper tries to find out the types of maxim violations and
the function characters’ to violate it in situational comedy “The Big Bang Theory
Season 11”. Qualitative method was used for this research. The result shows that
violation of maxim quantity is the most violated maxims. Also, the researcher use
some indicators to identify the function in maxim violation based on the
guidelines from Tupan and Natalia (2008) and Christoffersen (2005). And the
function of uninformative utterances is commonly used by the characters in this
situational comedy.

Key words: Maxim Violation, Situational comedy, The Big Bang Theory
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Language is an important communication device for people because it plays
such an important role in social interaction. Sirbu (2015: 405) argues that
language is essentially a means of communication among the members of a
society. People use language as a tool of communication to say their wants,
messages, information, and ideas to other people (Indra, 2018: 98).

Based on the role of language as a communicating device, it is used to
discussing a topic in order to achieve various objectives that involve at least one
speaker and one listener (called a conversation) in which the speaker wants to be
understood and the addressee wants to understand (Rosa, 2013: 151).
Conversations will be considered successful if the listener catches the message
conveyed by the speaker. It means that the participants should not share
confusing, deceiving, or giving irrelevant information (Yule, 1996: 35).
Therefore, speakers and listener should pay attention to the principles that occur
in communication to make a successful conversation. This kind of regulation can
be defined as cooperative principles.

In the phenomena of language, speakers sometimes disobey the cooperative
principles. For example, the listener cannot understand the information in detail if
the speaker gives incomplete information. In contrast, the listener can understand
the information but it is considered ineffective and useless if the speaker gives too

much information. One of the forms can be seen in the dialogue below:



1.a Penny : What is your name?
Howard : Howard Wolowitz.
1.b Penny : What is your name?
Howard : Howard Wolowitz, department of engineering, Caltech

department of applied physics. Co-designer of the
International Space Station's Liquid Waste Disposal
System. You may be familiar with some of my work. It's
currently orbiting Jupiter's largest moon taking high
resolution digital photographs.

In dialogue (1.a), Howard follows the cooperative principle by giving
appropriate information. While in dialogue (1.b), he disobeys the cooperative
principle by providing unnecessary information such as the information about his
department, position and occupation. So, the use of cooperative principle theory
proposed by Grice (1975) is important in order to reach successful
communication. Grice (1975: 45) also claims cooperative principles consisting of
four maxims: maxim of quantity, maxim of quality, maxim of relevance, and
maxim of manner.

According to Thomas (1995: 64), Grice proposes that disobedience of the
maxims can be classified into five types: flouting maxim, violating maxim,

infringing a maxim, opting out a maxim, and suspending a maxim. These

disobediences have various functions in communication. One of them can be seen

as follows:
2.a Kripke : Hi, Leonard.
Leonard : Hi,Kripke
Kripke . | Read about your latest proton decay experiment,
20 thousand data runs and no statistically significant
results. Very impressive!
2.b Kripke : Hi, Leonard.

Leonard : Hi,Kripke



Kripke : | Read about your latest proton decay experiment, 20
thousand data runs and no statistically significant results.
Very bad!

In the conversation above, there is a maxim violation in the utterance (2.a)
expressed by Kripke by giving contribution which is not necessary and it
functions as insulting. Kripke should respond it as in utterance (2.b) where he
tries to be truthful, and does not give information that is false or that is not
supported by the evidence.

The researchers who want to analyze maxim violation can use various kinds of
data sources. One of the data sources can be found in situational comedy which
often contains many conversations and utterances. In this case, the researcher
finds some violations of Grice maxim’s cooperative principle and the functions of
violating it by the characters in situational comedy The Big Bang Theory Season
11 (2018) which is directed by Chuck Lorre and Bill Prady. Since there are many
maxim violations occur, the researcher wants to observe, to analyze, and to find
out the characters’ reasons in violating the maxims, specifically in “The Big Bang
Theory Season 11" as the latest season.

There are several studies related to this topic. First, the study was conducted by
Hu (2012) entitled “An Analysis of Humor in the Big Bang Theory from
Pragmatic Perspective”. This study analyzes the verbal humor in the Big Bang
Theory within the framework of the cooperative principles and the relevance
theory. The findings showed that the verbal humor occurs when the listener
cannot draw inference or may not fully understand the utterance from the speaker

that cause conflict during communication.



Second, Izaias (2011) conducted a study entitled “The analysis of irony through
relevance theory in The Big Bang Theory sitcom”. This study reviewed the
relevance theory proposed by Sperber and Wilson. In addition, this study
described the figure of speech irony to demonstrate how utterances are understood
between characters and audience and how irony is largely used as humorous
framework. The findings showed that irony and relevance theory can work
together and the verbal irony was the most predominant in the The Big Bang
Theory.

Third, Rohmawati and Yuliasri (2017) did a research entitled “Violation of
Politeness Maxims in the Television Series The Big Bang Theory”. This study was
about analyzing the types of politeness maxims were violated by the speakers, the
purposes of the violation, and to evaluate the effects of politeness maxims in the
conversation. This research found 12 kinds of purposes of violation made by the
characters: warning, advising, admonishing, requesting, suggesting, urging,
offering, insisting, alleging, boasting, refusing, and condoling. The use of
utterances manner in the conversation is very important to reach the major
purpose of the politeness and the goal of the communication can be adhered.

The next studied conducted by Ning, Caixia, and Yuan (2018) entitled “An
Analysis of Humor in The Big Bang Theory Based on the Cooperative Principles”.
This study was about investigating and analyzing the humorous effect caused by
the violation of the cooperative principles in people’s daily communication. The
finding showed that humorous effect cause by violating one certain or more

maxim of cooperative principles to a certain degree. Nevertheless, the violation of



cooperative principles does not necessarily mean that the communication cannot
be continued.

Last, Mahdalikova (2014) observed a study entitled “A Discourse Analysis of
the American Sitcom The Big Bang Theory: The Instruction of a Geek Identity”.
This study was aimed to analyze the construction of the identity of characters of
the American sitcom The Big Bang Theory known as geek. The analysis was
based on the corpus material that consists of the transcripts of season 1 and 6 of
the sitcom The Big Bang Theory. The analysis reveals that the geeks tent to talk
about the topics that are less common in everyday speech, such as the science of
the technology, and thus also use less colloquial language.

Some similarities between the previous studies and this present study are the
topic related to the conversational implicature and object of the study source about
situational comedy “The Big Bang Theory”. However, the difference is the focus
of the study and data source. For the focus of the study, the previous research
discussed about flouting, observance maxims, discourse analysis, and violation of
maxims in daily communication while this research focused on violation of
maxims in situational comedy. In line with the explanation above, the researcher
proposes to conduct a study entitled An Analysis of Maxim Violation in
Situational Comedy “The Big Bang Theory Season 11”.

B. Limitation of the Problem

The problem of this study was limited into the maxim violations found in the

situational comedy The Big Bang Theory Season 11. Furthermore, this research

was concerned to analyze only from the types and function used by the characters’



related to the four maxims based on Grice’s theory in Cooperative Principles
(maxim of quality, quantity, relation, and manner) and additional maxim violation
called multiple violations.
C. Formulation of the Problem
Related to the limitation of the problem, the formulations were:
1. What types of maxims are violated in the “The Big Bang Theory Season
1177
2. What are the functions of maxim violation in “The Big Bang Theory Season
1177
D. Purposes of the Research
In relation to the problems, the objectives of the study were:
1. Identifying the types of maxim violation used in the “The Big Bang Theory
Season 11”.
2. Finding out the functions of maxim violation in “The Big Bang Theory
Season 11”.
E. Significance of the Study
Theoretically, this research would give contribution as the reference to other
researcher, specifically, in cooperative principle by Grice in 1975. Practically, this
study hopefully helps the readers to understand the types and function of maxim
violation from character’s utterances in situational comedy “The Big Bang Theory

Season 11,



F. Research Methodology

The research study was designed to be qualitative. According to Polkinghorne
(1983: 269), qualitative method depends on linguistics rather than numerical data
(scores), and using meaning-based rather than statistical forms of data analysis.

In this study, the qualitative approach was chosen because the analysis was
about finding and analyzing utterances of the characters in “The Big Bang Theory
Season 11”. Besides, the researcher tried to understand and to know the reasons
why the characters violate the maxims. This study provides the description of
selected utterances by the characters of “The Big Bang Theory Season 11"

G. Technique of Data Collection

The data of this research were taken from situational comedy “The Big Bang
Theory Season 11~ script. The technique of collecting data involves some
processes as follows:

1. The script of “The Big Bang Theory Season 11~ was downloaded from

(https://www.springfieldspringfield.co.uk/episode scripts.php?tv-show

=big-bang-theory&season=11).

2. After downloading the script, there were 24 episodes found.

3. While reading the script, the utterances that violate the maxims were all
marked.

4. The marked utterances were analyzed to identify the four maxims violation
(maxim of quantity, quality, relation, and manner) and multiple maxims.

5. The utterances that were included as maxim violation were put on the table.


https://www.springfieldspringfield.co.uk/episode_scripts.php?tv-show%20=big-bang-theory&season=11
https://www.springfieldspringfield.co.uk/episode_scripts.php?tv-show%20=big-bang-theory&season=11

H. Technique of Data Analysis

The researcher analyzed the data through the steps as follow:

1. The researcher collected the utterances as the data which violate the

maxims based on Grice theory.

2. The researcher sorted the functions and types of maxim violation occurred.

3. The researcher analyzed the data.

4. The researcher drew conclusion based on the analysis.

. Instruments

In the process of collecting data, the researcher used table of maxims violation

(see Appendix 1) from The Big Bang Theory Season 11 script and writing

equipment such as pen and notebook to take notes.

J. Definition of the Key Terms

Analysis
Violation

Maxims

Situational Comedy
(SitCom)

The Big Bang
Theory

To study or examine something in detail.

The acts or states of violating.

Norms involved in the cooperative principles
(quality, quantity, relation, and manner).

A comedy drama, especially a television series
made of different episodes about the same group
of characters and their reactions to unusual
situations, such as  misunderstanding  or
embarrassing coincidences.

A situational comedy created by Chuck Lorre and

Bill Prady on American television network CBS.



CHAPTER IV
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

The last chapter embodies two sections: conclusion and suggestion. The
conclusion summarizes the result of the research, while suggestion consists of the
researcher’s recommendation related to the result of the study.

A. Conclusion

The Big Bang Theory Season 11 created by Chuck Lorre and Bill Prady has
336 scenes in 24 episodes. From the 336 scenes, the researcher found 140 data
that violated the four maxims. Violation of maxim quantity is the most violated
maxim that occurs in the conversation in the sittcom The Big Bang Theory. Also
from the 140 data, the researcher found that the function of uninformative is most
frequently used by the characters in the situational comedy The Big Bang Theory
Season 11.

B. Suggestions

Hopefully, this finding would improve the understanding the maxim violation
based on Grice cooperative principle and enable people to see what is behind
one’s utterances in The Big Bang Theory Season 11.Then, the researcher hopes
that the results of the study will give more contribution in Linguistics as the
references to other researcher in cooperative principle involving the violation

maxims by H.P Grice 1975.
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