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ABSTRAK

Ayudhia, Honesty Yonanda. 2016. “Problems Faced by The Tenth Grade
Students of SMA Negeri 2 Tilatang Kamang in Writing A News Item
Text” Skripsi. Padang: Jurusan Bahasa Inggris Fakultas Bahasa dan
Seni Universitas Negeri Padang.

Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian tentang masalah-masalah yang dihadapi siswa
kelas X SMA dalam menulis news item text. Masalah-masalah ini dianalisis
berdasarkan aspek-aspek menulis, yaitu fluency, organization, vocabulary,
grammar, dan mechanics. Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui
masalah-masalah dan kesulitan yang dihadapi siswa kelas X dalam menulis news
item text. Desain penelitian yang digunakan adalah penelitian deskriptif
(descriptive research). Populasi dari penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas X di SMA
Negeri 2 Tilatang Kamang tahun ajar 2014/2015 yang terdiri dari tiga kelas.
Pengambilan sampel dilakukan dengan menggunakan teknik cluster sampling
sehingga didapat 24 orang siswa dari kelas X.2 sebagai sampel. Instrumen yang
digunakan adalah tulisan siswa serta angket. Tulisan siswa dianalisis
menggunakan skala yang dikemukakan oleh John Anderson. Sedangkan angket
dianalisis berdasarkan tingkat permasalahan siswa dalam menulis news item text.
Berdasarkan hasil penelitian ini, terlihat bahwa banyak siswa masih memiliki
kesulitan dalam menulis news item text, seperti kesulitan siswa dalam memulai
menulis teks, memilih kosakata yang cenderung masih terbatas untuk digunakan,
menyusun kalimat menggunakan tenses yang baik dan benar, merangkai kalimat
menjadi paragraf, serta kesulitan dalam menggunakan tanda baca. Untuk itu,
diharapkan pada siswa untuk mempelajari dan meningkatkan kemampuan menulis
mereka dengan memperhatikan aspek menulis tersebut. Sehingga mereka bisa
menghasilkan news item text yang baik dan berterima. Disamping itu, guru
diharapkan dapat mnegajari serta membimbing siswa untuk belajar menulis news
item text.

Kata kunci : kemampuan menulis, kesulitan dalam menulis, news item text
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

There are four skills that should be learned in order to use language as
well. These four skills are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. From these
four skills, writing come as the hardest skill to be mastered since writing need an
accuracy in grammar, spelling, and also it need to develop an idea in a certain
way. Writing is quite challenging for the students to master because they should
generate and organize the ideas in their mind into a text. These ideas that they
write should be readable for the reader. The text that is written should be readable
since writing is a way to communicate indirectly.

In Indonesia, there are some monologue texts that will be learned by the
students in senior high school. Based on the curriculum that is used, curriculum
2006, students should be able to write monologue text such as recount text,
narrative text, procedure text, descriptive text, and news item text. The students
are taught how to understand and construct those monologue texts, so that they
can use those texts to communicate with other people.

Based on the observation that is done to some students and English
teachers in SMA N 2 Tilatang Kamang, it was found that from all of the language
skills, which are listening, speaking, reading, and writing, the most difficult skill
to be mastered by the students is writing. The students’ difficulty can be seen
from the students’ writing score that is usually under the minimum standard that is

used in SMA N 2 Tilatang Kamang, that is 78.



These difficulties can come from students’ perception about writing itself.
Most of the students have bad perceptions about writing, such as writing is hard,
writing is boring, etc. Because of these perceptions, it will be hard for them to
produce a good text; even it is hard to start to write. They tend to be passive when
it comes to writing section. The students just write down the words and the
sentences on their mind without knowing about its grammar, generic structures,
and so on when they are writing.

This fact also found in writing news item text as one of monologue text
that is taught in senior high school. News item text is a text that tells about an
important event or news that is happens to the readers, listeners, and viewers. This
text will be introduced to the tenth grade students in senior high school in the
second semester. They will be required to understand this text and at the end they
supposed to write it.

The preliminary research is also to find out whether the students also have
difficulties in understanding news item. These difficulties such as difficulties in
understanding writing fluency, organization, vocabularies, grammar, and
mechanics in writing this text. In the preliminary research that is done in SMA N
2 Tilatang Kamang, the teacher said that it is hard for the students to reach the
indicators that are required by the curriculum in writing news item text.

According to the teacher, the first problem is the students cannot arrange
the text as well as the teacher taught before. Some of them did not pay attention to
the generic structure of the text and also the grammar before they try to write it.

Even the teacher has taught about the generic structure and the language features



of news item text, the students still cannot arrange the sentences into a text. This
organization of the text and also grammar are important to help the reader
understand the information and message that want to deliver by the writer in the
text, including news item text.

The second problem is the students write the news item text in the same
way they write another text. Nunan (1991: 84) said that the language of the text
will reflect the texts; letters have different characteristics from newspaper
editorials, which have different characteristics from poems, and so on. So it is
important to the students to know well how to is the news should be written.

Before the students start to write news item text, they should know what to
write and how to write. So that they can make their writing become a good one. In
senior high school, the teachers usually tell the students that they are going to
write a news item text. Then, the teachers also guide the students to know the
social function, the generic structures, and language features that they should
consider before they produce the text. Some teachers provide authentic materials,
such as an English newspaper to make the students familiar with the text.

Due to the fact, the research about the students’ problems in writing news
item text is needed. This research is aimed to figure out the problems that are
faced by the students in SMA Negeri 2 Tilatang Kamang in writing a news item
text and also to find factors that cause these problems. These problems will be
seen from the analysis of students’ writing that is analyzed based on writing
skills’ aspects, they are fluency, organization, vocabulary, grammar, and

mechanics. It is important to know the problems that cause the problems in order



to find the solution to make the students understand and able to write a good news

item text.

B. ldentification of the Problem

Based on the background of problem that is stated above, it can be
identified that the students have difficulties in writing news item text. These
difficulties are; first, the students do not understand what news item text is. They
still confuse about the lexicogrammatical features, social functions, and the
organization of the text. This condition makes the student do not have any idea
what should be written about. Second, the students cannot arrange the news item
text as well as it should be. They often ignore the important aspects such as the
organization of the text and also its grammar. This ignorance can make the reader
canot get the point of the text that have been written by the students. And the last
is the students did not write the news item text like a news. The tend to write it in
the same way they write another text. So their writing cannot fulfill the

curriculum’s need that is require the students to write a news item text.

C. Limitation of the Problem
Based on the problems that are stated above, this research was limited to
problem faced by the students in writing news item text. It will be done at first

grade students of SMA N 2 Tilatang Kamang.



D. Formulation of the Problem
The problem of this research was formulated in this following question:
“What are the problems faced by the tenth grade students of SMA N 2 Tilatang

Kamang in writing News Item text?”

E. Research Questions
The research questions include:

1. What are the students’ problems in writing news item text viewed from
students’ errors in writing based on five writing aspects (fluency, organization,
vocabulary, grammar, and mechanics)?

2. What are the students’ difficulties in writing a news item text based on

students’ perspective?

F. Purposes of the Research
Related to the research questions stated previously, the purposes of this
research were to analyze and to explain:
1. The students’ problems in writing news item text viewed from students’ error
in writing based on five writing aspects (fluency, organization, vocabulary,
grammar, and mechanics)

2. The students’ difficulties in writing news item text



G. Significance of the Research

The problems of the research is worth researching because this research is
supposed to give contribution and important information about the problems faced
by the students in writing a news item. This information can be useful for both the
teachers and students to know about the students’ problems and also the factors
that can cause the problems. So, the solutions to solve the problems can be found.
Students can be more careful after they know their problems and mistakes in
writing. Meanwhile, the teachers can help the students to make their writing better
by recognizing the students’ problems. Theoretically, this research could be used
as reference for the future writing about writing news item text for EFL (English

as Foreign Language) context.

H. Definition of Key Terms

1. Writing: a kind of activity that have a process to produce language in
form of written language. In this research, it is the students’ writing a
news item text at SMA N 2 Tilatang Kamang.

2. News item text: a kind of text that is contain of information about
newsworthy events and other natural phenomena.

3. Students’ problems in writing news item text: some obstacles in
arranging a news item text such as grammatical errors and mistakes,
tenses, vocabulary, and understanding the generic structures and so on

that is faced by the tenth grade students in SMA N 2 Tilatang Kamang.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

This chapter presents the conclusion and also suggestion based on the

research findings and discussion in the previous chapter.

A. Conclusion

Based on the findings, it can be concluded that:

1. Throughout the analysis of the students’ writings about the news item text
which was analyzed based on five writing aspects, they are fluency,
organization, vocabulary, grammar, and mechanics, it was found that the
students have a low level in all of this writing aspects . Most of them were
in the second level which is mean that they have problems in all of
writing aspects. So, the students need to improve their writing skill to
make them able to produce a good news item text.

2. From the data in the questionnaire that asked about the srudents’ problem
in writing the new item text also based on five writing aspects, they were
fluency, organization, vocabulary, grammar, and mechanics, it was shown
in the students’ answer that they have a problem on it. However, most of
the students said that they did not have any problems in mechanics. This
answer was not the same with the students’ writing results. The students’
writing result clearly show that the students had some problems in

mechanics.
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B. Suggestion

From the result of this research, there are some suggestion for the students
and also for the teachers to improve the students’ writing skill especially in
writing news item text. The students need to pay attention when the teacher
explain about the news item text and how to write it well. So that they can
understand about the news item text from the teacher’s explanation and they can
avoid errors and mistakes in writing it. Beside that, the students need to improve
their vocabulary by studying a new vocabulary. Moreover, the teacher also need
to give the explanation slowly because some of the students said that the teacher
explain it too fast. The teacher should guide the students in writing the news item
text. The teacher can also teach new vocabulary that can be used by the students

in writing.



REFERENCES

Aini, Zahrotul. 2013. Students’ Ability and Difficulties in Writing News Item Text.
Bandung: Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia.

Brown, H. Doughlas. 2000. Teaching by Principles: An Interactive Approach to
Language Pedagogy. New York: Pearson Education.

Caroll, Joyce Armstrong, and Edward E. Wilson. 1993. Acts of Teaching.
Michigan: Teacher Ideas Press.

Clark, Irene L. 2003. Concepts in Composition. New York: Lawrence Erlbaum
Associates.

Cohen, Lois, Lawrence Manion, and Keith Morrison. 2007. Research Methods in
Education. New York: Routledge.

Doddy, Achmad, Ahmad Sugeng, Effendi. 2008. Developing English
Competencies for Senior High School; Grade X. Klaten: Pusat Perbukuan
Departemen Pendidikan Nasional.

Dornyei, Zoltan. 2003. Questionnaires in Second Language Research. New York:
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Elbow, Peter. 2000. Everyone Can Write. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Fadda, Hind Al. 2012. Difficulties in Academic Writing: From the Perspective of
King Saud University Postgraduate Students. Saudi Arabia: King Saud
University.

Fang, Irving. 1991. Writing Style Differences in Newspaper, Radio, and
Television News. Minnesota: University of Minnesota.

Flachmann, Kim. 2011. Mosaics: Reading and Writing Essays. New York:
Pearson.

Folse, Keith. S, Elena Vestr Solomon, and Donna M. Torterella. 2008. Top 10
Great Grammar for Great Writing. Boston: Heinle Cengage Learning.

Gay L.R, et al. 2012. Educational Research:Competencies for Analysis and
Application. New Jersey: Pearson Education Inc.

Gay, L. R and Peter Airasian. 2000. Educational Research: Competencies for
Analysis and Application. New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

55



