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ABSTRAK

Rosemerry, Adriani Triharry. 2014. “ The Effect of Using Tourism Brochure as
An Authentic Material on First Grade Students’ Ability in Writing A
Descriptive Text at SMAN 7 Padang”. Skripsi. Fakultas Bahasa dan

Seni, Universitas Negeri Padang.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk melihat apakah penggunaan Tourism Brochure
sebagai materi otentik memberikan pengaruh lebih baik pada kemampuan menulis
teks deskriptif siswa.

Penelitian ini adalah penelitian eksperimen dengan desain posttest-only.
Populasi penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas X SMAN 7 Padang tahun pelajaran
2013/2014. Dua kelas yang diasumsikan memiliki kemampuan sama pada tes
homogenitas kemudian dijadikan sampel penelitian, yaitu kelas X.1 sebagai kelas
eksperimen dan kelas X.5 sebagai kelas kontrol. Pada saat pembelajaran menulis
deskriptif teks, siswa pada kelas eksperimen diberikan tourism brochure, sedangkan
kelas control diberikan materi umum dalam LKS maupun gambar seperti yang biasa
diajarkan oleh guru mereka. Di akhir penelitian, siswa diberikan post-test berupa
essay deskriptif yang hasilnya digunakan sebagai data penelitian.

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa nilai rata-rata siswa kelas eksperimen
lebih tinggi dari pada kelas kontrol. Berdasarkan analisis statistik dengan
menggunakan rumus t-test, ditemukan bahwa nilai t-hitung adalah 4.05 yang mana
lebih besar dari t-tabel (1.1672) dengan tingkat signifikansi 0,05. Dengan demikian,
dapat disimpulkan bahwa hipotesis yang menyatakan “penggunaan tourism brochure
sebagai materi otentik memberikan dampak yang lebih baik pada kemampuan
menulis deskriptif text pada siswa kelas 1| SMAN 7 Padang” diterima.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the problem

Writing is one of four important skills to be mastered by students who learn
English as foreign language beside listening, reading and speaking. By writing,
students can express and organize their ideas, thoughts, feelings and experiences to
the reader. In other words, writing can be said as a means of communication between
writer and reader. Writing is a skillful activity that involves knowledge, ideas, and
critical thinking of students. Therefore, writing is considered as a complex skill for

students because it requires a high level of effort and concentration.

Writing skill is one of the important competences and abilities that must be
mastered by senior high school students since Level of Education Curriculum Unit
(KTSP) 2006 and Character Education Curriculum (Pendidikan Berkarakter) 2013
ask students to write. In senior high school curriculum, the students will be given
materials about writing some text; descriptive, narrative, recount, procedure etc. To
pass every step or level in curriculum, students must master to write every single

thing that must be mastered in curriculum including writing some text.

At the first grade of the senior high school, one of the texts that should be
written is a descriptive text. Descriptive text is a text which describe a person, a
place, or a thing, and the aim is to reveal a subject vividly. This text has purpose to

make readers see, feel, and hear what the writer have seen, felt, and heard.



The researcher has done the preliminary research at SMAN 7 Padang. The
researcher got the students’ writing examination. She also interviewed the teachers
and several first grade students at SMAN 7 Padang about writing descriptive text
before the research. Based on the preliminary study and interview with two (2) first
grade English teachers at SMAN 7 Padang, the researcher found that not all of the
students got score above KKM when writing a descriptive text. As the top ten high
schools in Padang, SMAN 7 Padang should make all of the students got score above
KKM. From about 32 students in each class, 9 or 10 students got score below KKM.
It revealed that not all of the students can write descriptive text well. Based on the
interview with the students, the researcher found that the students are still confused

about writing descriptive text and how to conduct a descriptive text.

The researcher found out that there are some factors that have been mentioned
by the teachers and the students that make students could not write descriptive text
well. The first factor is lack of ideas. Most of Senior High School students have no
idea when they are asked to write, so they do not know what they are going to write.
We know that idea is one of the most important aspects in writing and it is the key in
writing. Without ideas, the students cannot write something or a text. Even though
they have an idea, they cannot develop their idea and they also cannot construct the

idea become a good text.

The second factor is grammar. In writing, grammar takes an important role

because to arrange each sentence and develop it to become a good text, students have



to use correct grammar. However, most of the students never concern about grammar
when they write a text. They think idea is more important in writing whereas to form
the text and arrange every idea, grammar is really needed. Therefore, when they write
a text, their writing is full with grammatical mistakes. For example: they do not know

which one adjective and which one noun.

The next factor is lack of vocabulary. Mastering vocabulary in writing is
important to develop the text, and it also helps the students to support their idea and
convey it in writing. However, most of students do not really pay attention to the
vocabulary. In the teaching and learning process, they are lazy to look up the meaning
of a word in the dictionary and seldom use new vocabulary that they just know. That
is why they just have a little vocabulary. When they write a text, they do not know
what the appropriate words that they have to write. According to Cimcoz (1999:1),
there are other reasons why writing is so difficult for senior high school students.
They are not able to write, feel foolish when they could not find the most suitable
words and want to keep themselves away from experience of having a topic and
blank paper. That is why the students considered writing, especially in English as a

difficult task

The method used by teachers also becomes a factor of the problem. Based on
preliminary interview to those English teachers of SMAN 7 Padang, the teachers used
conventional method. In this method, the teacher activated students background

knowledge by using picture, introduced the picture, asked some questions about the



picture, and asked students to write descriptive text based on the picture given.
However, this method is still not really helpful for students in writing descriptive text.
Sometimes, the students give inappropriate and unspecific response in answering the
teacher questions, even some of them just keep silence because their lack of self
confidence to explain their idea. It happened because most of the students did not

understand what the picture is about and its relationship with the text to be learned.

Materials that are used by the teacher also become a problem for the students.
The teachers could not choose an appropriate materials in teaching or the teacher has
no time to develop appropriate material in teaching. In teaching English, the teachers
should use various kinds of materials that can make the students interested in learning
especially in teaching writing. In fact, the teachers use materials from book and
workbook (LKS). It is expected that they choose the most suitable materials to use,
which will be the most efficient in leading their learners easy to understand the

lesson. The material that can be used is an authentic material.

Jacobson et al in Maroko (2010: 5) says authentic materials are print or
learner-contextualised materials and activities used in the classroom in ways that they
would be used in the lives of learners outside their classes. Another way to defining
authentic materials is that they are any materials which have not been produced for
the purpose for language teaching. Based on the definition of authentic material, it is
known that authentic material is very useful in teaching. Authentic material can

enhance the interest of students to learn since they can see the model or the real



example to their lesson. It can reinforce the students to realize and understand the
direct relationship between the language classroom and the outside world. This also
offer students a valuable source of language input, so that they are not being exposed
only to the language presented by the text and the teacher

Maroko (2010: 7) states that authentic materials can be broadly classified in
audio, visual, and printed materials. Audio materials involve those that learners can
listen to; news articles, short stories, poems, television program, etc. Visual materials
on the other hand are those that the learners can see; photograph, painting, picture,
brochure, etc. The third type of authentic materials comprises the printed materials;
newspaper, notices, advertisements, etc.

Based on the problems and the factors of the problems that have been
mentioned above, the researcher wants to use tourism brochure as an authentic
material in teaching writing descriptive text. It is caused that the researcher finds out
the root of the problem of descriptive text is the students lack of the using of the right
language features especially in making a well-balanced and unified essay, with
excellent use of transition. Tourism brochure is a leaflet that contains information
from hotels, special trips resorts, etc. The features of tourism brochure consist of
pictures of places such as hotels, resorts, restaurants and brief description of each
places, cost, etc. It is all well arranged. First, in tourism brochure, the located of the
place always be the first one, it will be perfect in arranging the identification. Second
one, the description of the place always in the middle part or the last part of the

brochure which is suitable to be the description of students’ essay. Because tourism



brochures consist of pictures and brief description of places with well arranged, it will
help students on making a descriptive text. It will also make students more interested
to write a descriptive text by seeing a material which gives them such real condition.
More over, this kind of media is also easy to be found and simple to be applied in the
classroom. In this research, the specific type of tourism brochure that will be used is
brochure about tourism object. It is special to describe an object or a place.

Based on the argument above, it is important to know how effect tourism
brochure as materials to teach writing descriptive text. This research is expected to
give the result about the effect of using tourism brochures in first grade students’
writing ability a descriptive text at senior high school.

B. Identification of the Problem

Based on the background of the problem above, the researcher classified
several causes that make some of the students could not reach the standard minimum
of value on syllabus and curriculum in learning writing a descriptive text. The first
cause was lack of ideas that makes students hard to start write and construct their
writing. The second one was grammar; they find it difficult to differentiate noun,
adjective, linking verb etc. It makes them difficult to construct their text. The next
cause was lack of vocabulary; they could not find appropriate words to their text and
decide to use the same words over and over again. The next one was the method or
technique which is used by the teachers. The conventional method could not help the

students to understand and know the relation between the text that they are going to



write with the picture and questions. The last one was the teacher cannot use the
appropriate materials in their teaching process.

Regarding to the factors, there are some researchable problems that can be
identified. The first one from the appropriate method, the way teachers use
appropriate method in writing descriptive text and how to help teachers move on from
the conventional method to the appropriate method in teaching process. The second
one from the media that will be used, what appropriate media will be suitable to teach
writing descriptive text. The third one from the writing itself, whether there is a
correlation between vocabulary mastery and students’ writing improvement and
whether there is a correlation between grammar mastery and students’ writing
improvement. The fourth one from the material, how significant the effect of using an
appropriate authentic material, in this case tourism brochure as an authentic material,
on students’ ability in writing.

C. Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problem above, this thesis focused on the
material area; it is how to help students find the appropriate way to write and
improving their ability in writing. Therefore, this research was limited to the effect of
using tourism brochures as an authentic material on first grade students’ ability in
writing a descriptive text for describing about place. This text was taught to first
grade students in the second semester at SMAN 7 Padang where the researcher plans

conducted this research.



D. Formulation of the Problem

Based on what have been described above, the problem of the research was
formulated as follows: “Does tourism brochure as an authentic material give better
effect than workbook (LKS) toward first grade students’ writing ability of descriptive
text in SMAN 7 Padang?”
E. The Purpose of Research

The purpose of this research was to find out whether using tourism brochure
as authentic material give better effect than using workbook (LKS) to first grade
students’ writing ability a descriptive at SMAN 7 Padang.
F. Significances of Research

It is expected that from this research will bring to theoretical and practical
significances. Theoretically, it is expected that this research will explain the use of
tourism brochures as an authentic material to students and teachers. To the students,
it will give answer whether better using tourism brochure as authentic material in
improving their ability in writing a descriptive text or not. To the teacher, they can
choose the most suitable authentic material in teaching writing a descriptive text.
Practically, it is hoped that it can be guidance to English teacher to teach writing
descriptive text.
G. Definition of Key Terms

1. Descriptive text is a text which describes a person, a place, or a thing, and the

aim is to reveal a subject vividly.



Authentic materials are print or learner-contextualised materials and activities
used in the classroom in ways that they would be used in the lives of learners
outside their classes.

Tourism brochure is a leaflet that contains information from hotels, special
trips resorts, etc.

Workbook is printed material accompanying a course text (textbook) that
contains exercises, problems, and practice material to clarify and reinforce the

lessons presented in the textbook.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
A. Conclusions

As mentioned in Chapter I, the purpose of this research was to find out
whether using Tourism Brochure in teaching writing descriptive text give significant
effect toward students ability in writing than without using Tourism Brochure or
using workbook. The data obtained in this research through posttest indicated that the
mean scores of experimental and control class were different. The mean score of the
students’ posttest in the experimental class were 81.31 while the mean score of the

students’ posttest in control class were 78.96.

Based on hypothesis testing, the P-value (0.000) was smaller than the level of
significance 0.05 and the T-value (4.05) was greater than T-table (1.672). It can be
concluded that using Tourism Brochure gives significant effect toward students’
ability in writing at the first grade of SMAN 7 Padang registered in 2013/2014
academic year.

The researcher also found that by using Tourism Brochure, students could
write the text in a good coherence and cohesion because they understood the structure
of a good text. Last, through Tourism Brochure, the students could work enjoy to
finish writing descriptive text and discuss it to other students. The students can

develop their writing based on the discussion.
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B. Suggestions

Based on the results of the research, the researcher would like to give
suggestions as consideration for problems appear on first grade students’ ability in
writing a descritptive text. It is recommended for English teachers to use Tourism
Brochure in writing a descriptive text which is describing about places to build the
students’ background knowledge about the places. It is also suggested to the teachers
to choose the more colourfull tourism brochure since students are more enthusiasts to
do their essay with something that interests them. As a recommendation for the next
research, the researcher propose to see students’ motivation in learning descriptive

text by tourism brochure.
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