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ABSTRACT 

 

Alam, Pedito. 2010. Improving students’ listening skill in learning English by using 
English songs: A Study at the Grade XI Automotive I of SMK N 2 Curup 
Timur Rejang Lebong. Thesis. Graduated Program. State University of 
Padang.  

Advisors: 1. Prof. Dr. H. Anas Yasin, M.A.     
  2. Prof. Dr. Jufrizal, M. Hum. 

 
Listening is one of the four skills in English. Students should master this skill, 

because it is very important to them. But it was found that the students of XI grade of 
SMKN 2 Curup Timur had the problem in listening. The purpose of this research is to 
investigate whether the English songs could improve the students’ listening skill. 

This research was Classroom Action Research (CAR). The participants of this 
research were the students of grade XI Automotive I of SMKN 2 Curup Timur. The 
instruments used to collect the data were observation checklist, field-notes, listening test 
and interview which were used to see the improvement of listening skill results. 

This research was conducted for 12 meeting in three cycles. Each cycle consist of 
four meetings involving plan, action, observation and reflection. In cycle I, students 
listening skill results were still low. Students still got difficulties in part II and III. On the 
cycle 2, the result of the listening test better improved but it was not passed the minimum 
standard of the test. At the last cycle the result of the students listening test was improved. 

So it could be concluded that using English songs can improve students listening 
skill. The teachers are recommended to apply this technique in teaching listening because it 
helps students improve their listening skill. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ABSTRAK 

 

Alam, Pedito. 2010. Improving students’ listening skill in learning English by using 
English songs: A Study at the Grade XI Automotive I of SMK N 2 Curup 
Timur Rejang Lebong. Thesis. Graduated Program. State University of 
Padang.  

Pembimbing  :  1. Prof. Dr. H. Anas Yasin, M.A.     
     2. Prof. Dr. Jufrizal, M. Hum. 

 
Mendengar adalah salah satu dari empat kecakapan dalam bahasa Inggris. Siswa 

harus menguasai kecakapan ini karena penting bagi mereka. Tetapi di SMKN 2 Curup 
Timur ditemukan siswa kesulitan dalam kecakapan mendengar. Penelitian ini bertujuan 
untuk meneliti apakah lagu dalam bahasa Inggris dapat meningkatkan kecakapan siswa 
dalam mendengar. 

Ini adalah Penlitian Tindakan Kelas (PTK) yang dilaksanakan di SMKN 2 Curup 
Timur  terhadap kelas XI Otomotif 1. Instrumen yang digunakan dalam mengumpulkan 
data adalah lembaran observasi, catatan lapangan, hasil tes mendengar dan wawancara 
yang mana digunakan untuk melihat hasil perkembangan kecakapan mendengar para 
siswa. 

Penelitian ini terdiri dari 12 kali pertemuan dalam 3 siklus. Setiap siklus terdiri 4 
kali tatap muka yang terdiri dari rencana, pelaksanaan, pengamatan dan refleksi. Pada 
siklus pertama hasil tes kecakapan mendengar siswa masih rendah dimana siswa masih 
mendapatkan kesulitan mengerjakan soal pada bagian II dan III. pada siklus kedua, 
hasilnya sudah agak meningkat tetapi belum mencapai standar minimum ketuntasan. 
Pada siklus terakhir kecakapan mendengar siswa sudah meningkat. 

Dapat disimpulkan dengan menggunakan lagu-lagu bahasa Inggris bisa 
meningkatkan kecakapan mendengar siswa. Para guru disarankan menggunakan teknik 
ini dalam mengajarkan kecakapan mendengar karena hal tersebut bisa meningkatkan 
kecakapan mendengar mereka. 
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CHAPTER I 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

The students as the learner should master four language skills; they are listening, 

speaking, reading and writing.  The students will be good in speaking and listening if 

these skills are mastered well by the students. In the globalization era, foreign language 

especially English is getting important in international communication. In the curriculum 

1994, the teaching of English begins at the Junior high School. In Kurikulum Tingkat 

Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP) the English subject begins at the Elementary schools. It means 

that the teachers should prepare themselves with materials which are beneficial for 

increasing learner’s abilities in English. 

As has been mentioned above, listening is one of the four skills in English. 

Listening may consist of various activities. Jun (2007) categorizes indicators of teaching 

listening into some activities. They are listening for main idea, predicting, drawing 

inferences and summarizing. All these indicators require teachers to apply facilities like 

media in teaching listening.  

  Nowadays, the media of entertainment like movie, cassette and DVD/CD player 

can be easily found. These media could support the materials for students to achieve 

better listening skill. The students are more familiar to the western singers than 

Indonesian ones, so, the western songs are familiar enough with their ears. They could 

listen to the songs at home by using tape or radio program. By listening to the materials at 

home, the students could reorganize the words of English before they start the lesson. 
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The teachers focused on grammar and speaking only while teaching English 

subject. That is why listening skill seems to be ignored. When the teachers taught the 

listening skill, the students seemed to be confused. The lacks of materials as stated before 

became a big problem for the students. The media on teaching listening are limited; one 

of the examples is no language laboratory available in this school. Teaching methods 

were not communicative. The teachers asked the students to listen the tape but there were 

no appropriate instructions. The students seem to be lack of motivation in learning 

English especially listening. Besides, the variety of the students of SMKN 2 Curup timur 

could influence the result or the teaching process, such as, students economic status. 

Because of the economic trouble, then they could not buy cassettes, magazines and access 

to internet. 

It is important to encourage the students to listen the cassette or the radio program 

which is related to English in order to familiarize English vocabulary to their auditory 

organs. In this case, the students not only depend on the materials given by the school, 

but also could find those materials outside the classroom. So the researcher wishes to 

sustain their motivation. The techniques used by the teacher in the class could influence 

the result of the study.  

Based on the researcher`s experiences in teaching his students at SMKN 2 Curup 

Timur, some students have some difficulties in listening skill. It could be seen from their 

latest results of the test; there are only 16 % student’s could pass the minimum standard 

score. The rest of them ( 20 students) could not reach the minimum standard of the score. 

There were 27 students in this class; three of them have been out of the school.   
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  Based on the problems faced in the classroom, then the teacher has to figure out 

any appropriate media for improving students` ability in listening skill. One of the 

appropriate media is English songs. Songs with a good story line, make a good choice, a 

part from anything else. That is, it enhances the students` interest in the subject and 

encourages them to practice pronouncing the words, to memorize meanings, and to 

produce them in meaningful sentences. They can study the meanings or grammar 

regularly (Keegan, 2003). 

Using the songs to any unit of the lesson may change their ideas about the songs. 

There is a sense of energy and anticipation in which other activities are regularly absent 

with. In addition, as Domeney and Harris (1993:235) point out, more time and attention 

to pop music in an English curriculum would increase student motivation because 

classroom activities would use their knowledge, music and language. 

Based on the above explanation about the problems which are faced by the 

students, the researcher was interested in investigating whether the English songs could 

improve the students’ listening skill at Grade XI automotive 1 of SMKN 2 Curup Timur 

Rejang Lebong.  

B. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the researcher’ experiences in teaching English at SMKN 2 Curup Timur 

Rejang Lebong, there were some problems faced by the students: 

1. The media of teaching listening are limited. 

2. Teaching methods were not communicative. 

3. The students seem to be lack of motivation in learning English especially listening 
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C. Focus of the Research 

The focus of this research was on the application of English songs at grade XI 

automotive 1 of SMKN 2 Curup Timur Rejang Lebong to improve the students’ listening 

skill in learning English. 

D. Statement of the Problem 

 Based on the focus of the research above, the difficulties in listening skill of the 

students at grade XI automotive 1 of SMKN 2 Curup Timur Rejang Lebong could be 

improved by using English songs.  

E. Research Questions 

 Stepping forward from the statement of the problem above, the research questions 

of this research are: 

1. To what extent can English songs improve students’ listening skill at grade XI 

automotive 1 of SMKN 2 Curup Timur Rejang Lebong? 

2. What factors influence the changes mentioned in first research question above?  

F. Purpose of the Research 

The purposes of the research are: 

1. To explain whether using English songs can improve students’ listening skill at    

grade XI automotive 1 of SMKN 2 Curup Timur Rejang Lebong. 

2. To explain the factors influence the changes mentioned in first research question 

above. 

G.  Significance of the Research 

       This research is expected to be beneficial: 
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1. This research is expected to find the new strategy that was improving students’ 

listening skill by using song which could use by the teacher 

2. The students will get the improvement  in listening skill, since they do it  enjoyable 

situation 

3. The administrators will permit and give big chance for English teacher to looking 

for other way to increase the quality of the education and also to make conducive 

teaching and learning environment. 

4. The readers will get an understanding of listening skill. 

5. Further researchers are able to use the results of this research as the reference. 

 

H. Definition of the Key Term 

         To avoid misunderstanding on the research, the researcher defines some 

important terms, as follow: 

1. Listening skill is the ability of the students of SMKN 2 Curup Timur Rejang Lebong 

to identify and understand what others are saying 

2. Songs are the activities that make the students SMKN 2 Curup Timur Rejang 

Lebong possible to learn English and sing without getting bored.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS, AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

A. Conclusions 

 The Based on the finding and discussion of the students’ listening skill by using 

English songs during the three cycles of the classroom action research, it can be 

concluded that the use of English songs better improve to the students’ listening skill at 

grade XI automotive 1 of SMKN 2 Curup Timur Rejang Lebong. Besides that, the 

researcher also observes that there are three factors also support the students’ 

improvement on listening skill. The first factors is the teacher pay attention to students 

who got lower score and gave some advice and motivate them in order could do the best 

on the next. Second, the students are enjoying in listening the song. The students are fun 

while they listen to the songs, because the songs contain about their feeling. Beside the 

songs are easy obtainable and it is containing authentic materials. Third, the students 

seem familiar to those activities which had been held on this research. 

 

B. Implication 

The implication of using English song is as follows. First, the result of this research 

has proven that English songs improve students listening skill. Second, teachers can use 

English songs in teaching contextual English. English songs contain various contexts 

which are purposively useful in developing students’ English ability. Third, English 

teacher can use English songs in increasing students motivation to learn English. Various 

topics or situations in such songs can enhance students’ interest. Fourth, English songs 

can also be used for teaching linguistic features such as pronunciation, pragmatics and 
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others. This means that English teachers can use such songs for teaching such features. 

Fifth, it needs time and guidance from the teacher to explore the strategies in order to 

achieve better result in teaching listening. 

 

C.  Suggestions 

Referring to the conclusions and implications of the research, some suggestions can 

be given, as follows: 

1. English teacher can use English songs to make listening skill easier and 

enjoyable for students, moreover in applying English songs, it is suggested 

that the teacher pay more attention to students activities even it in group or 

individual and provide students with valuable exercise and listening material 

2. It is also suggested that other researchers conducting a research related to 

English song can use the results of this research as a related finding.   

3. English teacher may play English songs in teaching other skills (speaking, 

writing and reading) 
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