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ABSTRAK

M. Aries Taufiq. 2016. “An Analysis of English Semester Tests Made by
Grade VIII Teachers at Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec.
Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau”. Tesis. Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris Program
Pascasarjana. Universitas Negeri Padang.

Tes merupakan sebuah instrumen yang digunakan untuk mengukur hasil
belajar siswa setelah mengikuti proses belajar Bahasa Inggris pada rentang waktu
tertentu. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengevaluasi soal ujian semester Bahasa
Inggris yang dibuat oleh guru kelas VIII. Penelitian ini digolongkan ke dalam
penelitian evaluasi. Penelitian ini difokuskan pada validitas, reliabilitas, analisis
butir serta faktor dari guru yang mempengaruhi kualitas soal yang dibuat oleh
guru kelas VIIII Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec. Tambang
Kab. Kampar Riau. Data dalam penelitian ini yaitu soal ujian semester yang
digunakan di SMP Negeri (1, 2, 4 and 6) Kec. Tambang, lembar jawaban siswa
dan transkrip wawancara dengan guru di sekolah tersebut. Hasil penelitian ini
menunjukkan bahwa soal ujian semester yang dibuat oleh guru kelas VIII perlu
direvisi. Dari hasil analisis data ditemukan bahwa soal ujian semester pada
masing-masing sekolah masih memiliki validitas yang rendah meskipun hampir
semua kompetensi dasar dapat ditemukan dalam soal ujian semester tersebut.
Kemudian, koefisien reliabilitas soal juga masih rendah (0.32 untuk SMPN 1,
0.41 untuk SMPN 2, 0.71 untuk SMPN 4, and 0.42 untuk SMPN 6). Di samping
itu, berdasarkan analisis butir, pada tingkat kesulitan ditemukan bahwa soal ujian
semester yang digunakan didominasi oleh butir sedang. Dalam hal daya pembeda,
butir-butir tersebut tidak dapat membedakan siswa berkemampuan tinggi dan
rendah. Kemudian, semua soal semester didominasi oleh butir yang berfungsi
sebagai pengganggu. Hasil penelitian ini juga menunjukkan bahwa soal ujian
semester yang dibuat oleh guru SMPN 4 memiliki kualitas yang lebih baik
dibandingkan soal-soal yang digunakan di SMPN 1, 2 dan 6. Hal ini terjadi karena
guru di SMPN 4 sering mengikuti pelatihan dalam pembuatan tes. Oleh karena
itu, pelatihan dalam pembuatan tes secara signifikan mempengaruhi kualitas soal
yang dibuat oleh guru. Penelitian ini menyarankan agar pihak SMP Negeri di Kec.
Tambang memberikan kesempatan kepada guru-gurunya untuk mengikuti
pelatihan secara berkelanjutan agar kualitas soal yang mereka buat dapat
ditingkatkan.



ABSTRACT

M. Aries Taufiq. 2016. “An Analysis of English Semester Tests Made by
Grade VIII Teachers at Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec.
Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau”. Thesis. English Graduate Program.
Universitas Negeri Padang.

A test is an instrument to measure students’ achievement after attending
English learning process in certain period of time. This research was aimed to find
out and analyze the English semester tests made by grade VIII teachers. This
research was classified into evaluation research. It was focused on the validity,
reliability, item analysis and factors from teachers that influence the quality of the
semester tests made by grade VIII teachers of Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP)
Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau. The data of this research were the
semester tests used at SMP Negeri (1, 2, 4 and 6) Kec. Tambang, students’ answer
sheets and the transcription from the interview with the teachers. The findings
showed that the semester tests made by the teachers need to be revised. From the
data analysis, it was found that the tests of each school had low validity although
it covered almost all of the basic competences for grade VIII students. Then, the
reliability coefficient of the tests was also low (0.32 for SMPN 1, 0.41 for SMPN
2, 0.71 for SMPN 4, and 0.42 for SMPN 6). From the item analysis, based on the
level of difficulty it was revealed that the tests were dominated by moderate items.
For the discrimination indices, they were not able to discriminate high and low
students. In addition, all kinds of semester tests were dominated by items which
functioned well. The result of this research showed that the semester test used at
SMPN 4 has better quality compared to semester tests used at SMPN 1, 2 and 6
since the teacher at SMPN 4 often join several trainings on test construction.
Therefore, training on test construction contributes significantly to the quality of
the test. This research suggested the principles of SMP Negeri at Kec. Tambang
provide the teachers with continuous trainings especially on test construction.
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CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION
A. Background of the Problem

There are some ways which can be used to evaluate teaching and learning
activities; one of them is by giving a test. Test is an instrument to measure
students’ performance in certain skills or abilities. Testing is very important in
teaching learning process since it aims to evaluate students’ understanding
towards the materials or to analyze whether the goal of the education itself has
been achieved or not. According to Brown (2010: 3), a test is a method of
measuring a person’s ability, knowledge or performance in a given domain.
Through tests, teacher can know how far students understand materials or the
effectiveness of their performance in teaching. In other word, the teacher can get
information about how well students have mastered the courses, which they have
just learned.

As an instrument of evaluation, a test should be valid and reliable. Validity
and reliability of a test are very essential since they provide the information which
is important for decision making and judgment by the teachers at school. In
addition, a good test will provide real information and data about student
achievement and teaching practice as well as the school progress in implementing
the contents of curriculum. If the test gives inaccurate information about student
achievement, it can cause a wrong decision making and judgment for improving

the quality of teaching program.



Dealing with the application at schools, the tests are given to measure
students’ understanding about their lesson. In Indonesia, one kind of tests used at
school is semester test which is given to students at the end of the semester. It
aims to measure what students have achieved at the end of a course. They give
teachers information about how well students have accomplished learning
objectives. Semester tests are usually designed by a group of teachers (MGMP) in
the region. This kind of test is usually called as standardized test since it is
designed by teachers who are qualified and chosen according to their educational
background and experiences.

This also happened at Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec.
Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau. Semester tests in that area were usually designed by
MKKS (Musyawarah Kerja Kepala Sekolah). This means that MKKS selected
some particular teachers to design the test. The teachers have good qualification
and experience in designing a good test. However, for academic year 2015/2016,
the semesters test, including English subject, in most Sekolah Menengah Pertama
(SMP) Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau had been designed by the
teacher who taught at the school. It implied that the headmaster from each school
asked the teacher from each subject at each grade to design the semester test. This
is usually called teacher-made tests. This new regulation showed that each school
had different semester tests. In this case, teacher-made tests played the central role
in the evaluation of students' learning in Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP)

Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau since student assessment depends on



teacher-made tests except at the end of the last term when students take the
National Final Exam constructed by the government.

Teacher-made test is usually used for formative assessment. Wiggins
(1989) states that teacher-made tests are usually criterion referenced tests
designed to assess students’ mastery of a specific body of knowledge. In other
words, it can be stated that teacher-made test is actually a kind of formative tests.
Teacher-made test is never used as the summative test before since it varies
according to teachers’ experiences and expectation in designing the test.
Moreover, studies on the impact of formative test on students’ achievement in
summative tests have not been very positive. According to Burton and Calfee
(1989) in Kinyua and Okuya (2014), the problem of using formative tests for
evaluation is that teacher-made tests are often severely flawed. In addition,
Wiggins (1989) argues that most criterion-referenced tests are inadequate because
the problems are contrived and the cues artificial. Therefore, Parr and Bauer
(2006) in Kinyua and Okuya (2014) suggest that if teacher-made tests are going to
be used as summative tests, those tests must be comparable on the key attributes
of the test quality such as validity and reliability.

Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that there are several
factors which give contributions to the quality of a test, such as the validity and
reliability of the test. Moreover, the teachers’ experience and educational
background also influence the quality of the test they design. Thus, teacher-made
tests should fulfill these requirements in order to make them qualified to become a

good test. However, based on the observation done to several tests used at SMP



Negeri Kec. Tambang, it was found that there were some weaknesses in the tests,
especially in the construction mechanism of the tests. There were several
misspelled words and unclear instructions. Some questions even did not attach the
text. For example, in one of the tests it was written:
25. Who sent the letter?

a. Marsden Holiday c. R.J. Evans and his wife

b. R.J. Evans d. A tour operator
This item asked students about the writer of the leter while there was no letter
attached to the question. Another case found was that there were some numbers
skipped. As a result, it was difficult for the students to answer the questions.
Moreover, it would affect the quality of the tests itself. For this reason, the
researcher intended to seek and analyze more deeply the quality of teacher-made

tests for semester tests in Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec.

Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau.

B. ldentification of the Problem

Related to the background of the problem mentioned above, it is clear that
a test, as an instrument to assess students’ learning achievement, has an important
role in teaching and learning process. Therefore, teachers should consider the
criteria of a good test to make the test have a good quality. Starting from the
academic year 2015/ 2016, the schools at Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP)
Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau used the tests designed by the
teachers as the instrument to assess students’ achievement in each semester.

However, several weaknesses were found the semester tests made by the teachers.



Hence, the quality of the teacher-made tests should be analyzed more deeply in
order to evaluate whether the tests fulfill the criteria of good tests and can be used

as good summative tests.

C. Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problem above, this research was limited
to the semester tests made by the Grade VIII teachers for Sekolah Menengah
Pertama (SMP) at Kec. Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau. Those tests were used to
evaluate students’ achievement in the first semester of academic year 2015/ 2016.
The researcher limited the analysis to the validity, reliability and also the item
analysis of the tests made by the teachers. In addition, the researcher also wanted
to find out the factors from the teachers which influence the quality of teacher-

made tests.

D. Formulation of Research Problem
Based on the background of problem above, this research problem was
formulated as follows: How is the teacher-made test for Grade VIII of Sekolah

Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau?

E. Research Questions
Based on the formulation of the problem above, the researcher elaborated

the main problem into the following questions:



1. How is the validity of the tests made by the Grade VIII teachers of
Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab.
Kampar Riau?

2. How is the reliability of the tests made by the Grade VIII teachers of
Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab.
Kampar Riau?

3. How are the difficulty indices, item discriminations, and function of
distractors of the semester tests made by the Grade VIII teachers of
Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab.
Kampar Riau?

4. What factors from teachers influenced the quality of the tests made by
the Grade VIII teachers of Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri

at Kec. Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau?

F. Purposes of the Research
The purpose of this research was to investigate some issues related to the
teacher-made tests for Grade V111 of Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at
Kec. Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau. The purposes of this research were as follow:
1. To find out the validity of the tests made by the Grade V111 teachers of
Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab.

Kampar Riau.



2. To find out the reliability of the tests made by the Grade VIl teachers
of Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab.
Kampar Riau.

3. To find out the difficulty indices, item discriminations, and function of
distractors of the semester tests made by the Grade VIII teachers of
Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab.
Kampar Riau.

4. To investigate factors from teachers influenced the quality of the tests
made by the Grade VIII teachers of Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP)

Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab. Kampar Riau.

G. Significance of the Research

The result of this research is expected to give significant contributions
theoretically and practically. Theoretically, it is expected that the result of this
research can enrich the knowledge and understanding about test evaluation,
especially the quality of teacher-made tests. In addition, it is also expected to be a
suggestion for designing better teacher-made tests. Meanwhile, practically, the
result of this research is expected to be helpful for English teachers especially at
Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP) Negeri at Kec. Tambang, Kab. Kampar Riau
and other teachers to improve the quality of the tests they design. Then, the result
of this research is also expected to give suggestions to the headmaster association
(MKKS) in deciding whether the semester tests are designed by the teachers in

each school or by MKKS. Moreover, for other researchers who want to conduct a



research in this field, this research can be a reference about the validity, reliability
and item analysis of teacher-made tests and to become a base to conduct a more

comprehensive research about this topic.

H. Definition of Key Terms
The key terms in this research are as follow:
1. Analysis . A careful study of something to learn about its
parts, what they do, and how they are related to each other.
2. Teacher-made tests : The semester tests that are made and used by

English teachers of SMP Negeri at Kec. Tambang Kab. Kampar, Riau.

3. Validity : The criteria to measure whether a test can measure
accurately.

4. Reliability : The consistency of a test.

5. Item Analysis . Statistical evaluation about the effectiveness of test

items.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
A. Conclusion
Based on the result of the research, it can be concluded that:

1. The validity of the tests is varied based on the content of the items included in
tests and the item validity index of the tests. It was found that the validity of
the tests are varied as a result of several factors that threaten the validity of the
tests, such as unclear test directions, confusing test items, inconsistent scoring
methods and untaught items included in the test.

2. The reliability of the tests is still low as it was found that the index of
reliability coefficient is categorized as low; only one test can be categorized to
have moderate reliability.

3. The difficulty indices of the tests are categorized as moderate. This happens
because of providing clues in the stems and using key words as key answers.
Meanwhile, the discrimination indices of the tests are categorized as
satisfactory as it was found that most tests could discriminate between high
and low students. This happens because most distractors had functioned well.

4. There is only one factor from the teachers which significantly influences the
quality of the test they make, which is training on tests construction. Although
the teachers have high educational level and experience in test construction,
their ability in constructing a good test will not improve if they have not got

the training about test constructions.
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B. Implications
The research findings bring some practical implications to the test

development. They are as follow:

1. The test should be designed by considering about the characteristics of a good
test including the validity, reliability, and item analysis of the test.

2. The content area which is intended to measure should be written in the test
blueprints in which the basic competences, item indicators, materials, and
number of items are stated clearly. Thus, teachers of SMP Negeri at Kec.

Tambang should make the test blueprints to help them design a good test.

C. Suggestions
Based on the research findings, the writer wants to provide some
suggestions, such as:

1. English teachers should try out, analyze, and revise the tests which they design
before giving to the students. It is important to ensure that the tests are reliable
and valid as an instrument to measure students’ achievement. Besides, the
teachers should also participate more frequently in some communities
concerning about test construction.

2. The Headmaster Association (MKKS) and schools at Kec. Tambang need to
invite practitioners of evaluation or language testing more frequently to train
the teachers about test constructions. It is because designing test is one of the

teachers’ duties at schools. English teachers usually evaluate students’
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progress by using tests. Besides, designing a good test is not easy. Hence, well
training and knowledge about test design are necessary for English teachers.
MGMP at Kec. Tambang should be more active to prepare and discuss tests
that will be used by the teachers. This can be a good way to share knowledge
and experience of making good tests.

Dinas Pendidikan at Kab. Kampar should provide more training on test
construction.

It is expected that other researchers will conduct a more comprehensive

research on the evaluation of test and test design.
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