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 ABSTRAK  

Aswandi, 2014. Improving Students’ Reading Comprehension of recount 

texts by Using “TELLS” strategy at grade VIII A of MTs N Sungai Tonang 

Kampar. Thesis. English Education Section. Language education Program. 

Graduate Program. State University of Padang. 

 

 Berdasarkan permasalahan  yang ditemukan di kelas,  siswa kelas VIII A 

MTs N Sungai Tonang Kampar memiliki kesulitan dalam memahami teks 

recount. Mereka sulit untuk memahami isi dan mengidentifikasi struktur teks. 

Mereka  juga memiliki kosakata yang terbatas. Oleh karena itu, peneliti 

memutuskan untuk mengatasi permasalahan tersebut dengan melakukan sebuah 

penelitian tindakan kelas dengan menggunakan strategi TELLS (Study the title; 

Examine for clues; Look for Important words; Look for hard words, and identify 

the setting). Adapun tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mendapatkan jawaban 

apakah strategi TELLS ini dapat meningkatkan kemampuan pemahaman siswa 

dalam membaca teks recount dan faktor-faktor apa saja yang mempengaruhi 

peningkatan kemampuan tersebut. 

Penelitian tindakan kelas ini di laksanakan dalam dua siklus. Setiap siklus 

terdiri dari empat pertemuan. Tiga pertemuan untuk pembelajaran membaca teks 

recount dengan menggunakan strategi TELLS dan satu pertemuan lagi untuk tes 

pemahaman membaca siswa. Partisipan pada penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas 

VIII A MTs N Sungai Tonang Kampar yang berjumlah 20 orang. Instrumen 

penelitian yang digunakan untuk mengumpulkan data adalah (1) lembar 

observasi; siswa, guru, langkah mengajar (2) catatan lapangan (3) wawancara, dan 

(4) tes.  

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa strategi TELLS dapat meningkatkan 

kemampuan pemahaman siswa dalam membaca teks recount. Hal ini dapat dilihat 

dari peningkatan nilai siswa. Nilai rata-rata siswa pada siklus 1 adalah 66 dan 

pada siklus 2 adalah 78. Kemudian, faktor yang mempengaruhi peningkatan 

kemampuan siswa tersebut adalah bahan ajar yang menarik, peranan guru, dan 

kemauan siswa dalam mengikuti semua prosedur pada strategi tersebut. Maka 

dapat disimpulkan bahwa penerapan stategi TELLS dapat meningkatkan 

kemampuan pemahaman membaca teks recount pada siswa kelas VIII A MTs N 

Sungai Tonang Kampar. Peningkatan tersebut tidak hanya pada nilai siswa tetapi 

juga pada ketertarikan siswa dalam membaca. 
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ABSTRACT 

Aswandi, 2014. Improving Students’ Reading Comprehension of recount 

texts by Using “TELLS” strategy at grade VIII A of MTs N Sungai Tonang 

Kampar. Thesis. English Education Section. Language education Program. 

Graduate Program. State University of Padang. 

 

Based on the problems found in the classroom, the students at grade VIII 

A of MTs N Sungai Tonang Kampar had problems in Comprehending recount 

texts. It was difficult for them to understand contents and to identify the generic 

structure of the recount text. They also had limited vocabulary. Therefore, the 

researcher decided to solve these problems by conducting TELLS (Study the title; 

Examine for clues; Look for Important words; Look for hard words, and identify 

the setting) strategy. The purposes of this research were to find out whether 

TELLS strategy could improve the students‟ reading comprehension of recount 

texts and the factors that influence the changes of the students‟ reading 

comprehension of recount texts.  

This classroom action research was conducted in two cycles. Each cycle 

consisted of four meetings; three meetings for teaching reading comprehension of 

recount texts and one meeting was for the test. Participants of the research are 20 

students at grade VIII A of MTs N Sungai Tonang Kampar. The instruments used 

to collect the data were (1) observation sheets; students, teacher, and teaching 

steps (2) field notes (3) interview, and reading comprehension tests. 

The research findings showed that TELLS strategy could improve the 

students‟ reading comprehension of recount texts. It could be seen from the 

improvement of the students‟ score in reading comprehension of recount texts 

test. The average score of students in cycle 1 was 66 and in cycle 2 was 78. Then, 

the factors that influence the improvement of students‟ reading comprehension of 

recount texts were interesting teaching material, teacher‟s role, and students‟ 

willingness to do all procedures of the strategy. In conclusion, the implementation 

of TELLS stategy could improve the students‟ reading comprehension of recount 

texts at grade VIII A of MTs N Sungai Tonang Kampar. It improved both 

students‟ score in reading tests and their interest in reading activities. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
 

A. Background of the Problem 

Reading is one of the four language skills that should be mastered by 

students. They get many benefits from the store of knowledge in the printed 

materials.  Reading is also one of the most important tools for students to gain 

knowledge and fulfills their need for information. It is aimed at getting 

contents of the printed materials. Mastering reading can improve the 

other language skills, such as speaking, writing, and listening. It 

helps students to develop their ablilty in English. However, reading 

was not an easy activity for many students. They did not only have to read but 

also had to understand the text. In fact, there were many students who had 

difficulty in learning how to read and comprehend what they read. They 

usually found difficulty in recognizing or determining the language features of 

a text. This kind of difficulty can be limited by understanding the genres of the 

English text. 

Based on the writer‟s observations and experience at grade VIII A of 

MTs N Sungai Tonang Kampar, it was found that many students had 

difficulties in reading and comprehending recount text. Most of the students 

had a problem in finding accurate information from the text such as main 

ideas, supporting ideas and concluding ideas. When the teacher asked the 

students orally to find the characters of a text, there were not more than five of 

20 students could answer it. Then when the teacher asked the sequence of the 
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events of the text, only three students could answer the question. Besides that, 

they also had difficulties to analyze the generic structure, social function, 

grammatical features of the text and sometimes the students also had problems 

in identifying references.  

In addition, the lack of students comprehension of recount text could 

also be seen from the result of test given by the teacher at Grade VIII-A of 

MTsN Sungai Tonang Kampar. There were 20 students in this class. All of 

them joined this test. The result of the test showed that the average score was 

only 60, while the minimum criteria achievement (KKM) of English at MTsN 

Sungai Tonang is 70. It means the result of English subject at Grade VIII-MTs 

N Sungai Tonang Kampar had not achieved the minimum criteria 

achievement. 

The researcher interviewed some students about their problems in 

comprehending reading texts. They said that they had problems in determining 

the generic structures of the texts, especially in recount text. They were also 

difficult to comprehend the words in the text. As the result, they were not 

interested in reading. In other words, the students had low motivation in 

reading text. 

Researcher found that the problem above was caused by several 

potential causes. It could be from the learners themselves, the teaching 

material and the teaching strategy. The learners who played an important role 

in determining their success in reading activities found difficulties in 

comprehending recount text. It was caused by some factors that related to 
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themselves such as their prior knowledge, their motivation, vocabulary 

mastery, and strategies of reading. The students had the problems because 

they did not have those factors, or even lack of them. 

Furthermore, the researcher also found that the students at MTs N 

Sungai Tonang Kampar used to use the simple strategy to make them easy to 

use it in the classroom such as reading the text by using dictionary. If the 

students found any problems, they would translate it into Bahasa Indonesia. 

These reading activities did not help much in improving the students reading 

comprehension. As the result, this strategy did not give a good learning 

process and the student‟s achievement reading comprehension was failure. 

Therefore, the teacher should also be creative to choose an appropriate 

strategy because the appropriate technique or the strategy the teacher chose 

can influence students‟ interest, motivation and their comprehension of the 

text and last their reading achievement 

Based on the explanation above, the appropriate reading strategy is 

needed to be implemented in the classroom. In this case, the writer decided to 

apply TELLS (T-title, E-Examine, L-Look for important words, L-look for 

hard words, and S-setting) strategies that are suggested by Idol-Maestas. They 

are strategy instruction for reading comprehension. They can enhance 

comprehension and to help students understand what they read. 

TELLS strategy is appropriate to be applied in comprehending recount 

text because this strategy can help the students to understand what the story 

about by studying the title and get the clues from it. This strategy is also very 



4 
 

 
 

useful for students in improving their vocabulary because they are asked to 

look for the important and hard words. Finding the important and difficult 

words can ease them to understand the text. In addition, this strategy can also 

improve the students comprehension about the theme and setting by 

examining the story. Therefore, this reading strategy is appropriate for the 

students in comprehending recount text.  

The goal of TELLS is to improve students‟ reading comprehension 

ability and to help students monitor their reading comprehension using the 

five strategies. Other goals are to make the students more self-confident and 

motivated to read, to improve their reading skills and greater initiative.  

Based on the explanation above, the writer hopes that TELLS strategy 

is helpful in creating teaching reading comprehension more effective and at 

the same time it will improve the students‟ achievement. Therefore, the writer 

carried out research entitled “Improving Students‟ Reading Comprehension of 

Recount Text by using TELLS strategy at Grade VIII A of MTs N Sungai 

Tonang Kampar”. 

 

B. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problem it can be identified that the problem 

lies on: 

1. The majority of the students are difficult to understand the text (the 

main idea, references, inferences, generic structure, social function, 

and grammatical features, etc). 
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2. The students lack of vocabulary 

3. Students have low score in understanding reading text 

4. Teacher implements inappropriate teaching strategy 

C.  Focus of the Research  

Based on the identification of problems above, the researcher focused on  

1. Students‟ score in reading comprehension of recount texts at grade 

VIII-A of MTs N Sungai Tonang Kampar did not reach the minimum 

standard criteria of achievement. 

2. TELLS strategy was used to improve students‟ reading comprehension 

of recount texts. 

D. Statement of the Problem 

Based on the focus of the problem above, the statement of the problem 

can be stated as following: students‟ reading comprehension of recount texts 

at grade VIII A of MTsN Sungai Tonang Kampar can be improved by using 

TELLS strategy. 

        

E. Research Question 

Dealing with the focus of the problem, the problems are elaborated in 

some research questions as follow: 

1. To what extent can TELLS Strategy improve students‟ reading 

comprehension of recount Texts at grade VIII A of MTsN Sungai Tonang 

Kampar? 



6 
 

 
 

2. What are the factors that influence the changes of students‟ reading 

comprehension of Recount Texts by using TELLS Strategy at grade VIII 

A of MTsN Sungai Tonang Kampar? 

 

F. Purpose of the Research 

  The purposes of this research are as follows: 

1. To find out to what extent TELLS Strategy can improve students‟ reading 

comprehension of Recount Texts at grade VIII A of MTsN Sungai 

Tonang Kampar  

2. To find out the factors that influence the changes of students‟ reading 

comprehension of Recount Texts by using TELLS strategy at grade VIII 

A of MTsN Sungai Tonang Kampar. 

 

G. Significance of the Research 

       There are three reasons why the problem of the research is important to study: 

1. To inform and explain to the English teachers about TELLS as a strategy in 

teaching reading in order to improve the students‟ ability in reading 

comprehension of recount texts. 

2. To share information with the students about how to improve their reading 

comprehension of recount texts by using TELLS Strategy. 

3.  To apply knowledge and develop the writer‟s way of thinking in research 

field. 
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H. Definition of the key Terms  

1.  Reading Comprehension is an activity to associate the prior knowledge in 

understanding the explicit and implicit message of the written material 

thus the reader can get ideas of the text.  

2. Recount text is kind of text that is to retell events for the purpose of 

informing or entertaining the readers. The text is constructed by three 

components: orientation, series of events, and re-orientation. 

3. TELLS is a reading strategy that guides students to improve their reading 

comprehension. It stands for: T (Title); E (Examine); L (Look); L (Look); 

and S (Setting). 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the result of the research , it can be concluded that: 

1. TELLS strategy improves the students‟ reading comprehension of recount 

texts. The improvement can be seen in the average score of students‟ reading 

comprehension of recount text. It was 66.35 in cycle 1 and 77.85 in cycle 2. 

So, it increased 11.5 points. 

2. The factors that influence the changes of students‟ reading comprehension of 

recount texts are: 

a. Interesting teaching material 

Researcher found that interesting reading texts influenced the students‟ 

reading comprehension of recount texts because it can increase the 

students‟ curiosity. Interesting material can motivate the students to read 

the text.  

b. Teacher‟s role  

In TELLS strategy, the teacher gave guidance and explanation to the 

students. The existence of the teacher really needed because he had a great 

influence during the teaching and learning process. The guiding activities 

that the students had to do during teaching and learning process by using 

TELLS strategy was the one of the factors that influenced the 

improvement of students. 

  



89 
 

 
 

c. Students‟ willingness to do all of TELLS strategy 

Based on the data from the field notes, the students had high 

motivation and enjoy the reading activities by using the strategy. It is very 

helpful for the students in comprehending recount texts. In addition, the 

result of interviews showed that the students were interested in using 

TELLS strategy because it was a new strategy for them. 

B. Implication  

In connection with the findings of this classroom action research, TELLS 

strategy can be used by the teacher to help students to improve their reading 

comprehension of recount texts for the teaching and learning process:  

1. TELLS strategy is one of the strategies that can be used by the teacher to 

help the students in improving their reading comprehension of recount 

texts because it encouraged the students to be more active. Since the 

research finding proved that the use of TELLS strategy could improve the 

students‟ reading comprehension of recount texts, the teacher needs to 

apply this strategy to solve the students‟ problem in learning reading 

comprension especially in recount texts. 

2. In applying TELLS strategy, the teacher should consider some factors that 

influence thechanges of students‟ reading comprehension of recount texts. 

The factors are unknown teaching material, teacher‟s role and students‟ 

willingness to do all of TELLS strategy in the classroom. They should be 

be considered in implementing TELLS strategy. 
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C. Suggestion  

Finally, for the sake of facilitating English teachers in teaching reading 

comprehension of recount texts, particularly by using TELLS strategy, the 

researcher presents the following suggestions: 

1. It is suggested to the researcher as English teacher to apply TELLS strategy in 

teaching reading comprehension of recount texts because it can improve 

students‟ reading comprehension very well. 

2. The students, especially in MTs N Sungai Tonang Kampar are suggested to 

apply TELLS strategy in their reading activities.  

3. The other researchers who are interested in carrying out a research in other 

aspects of English can use TELLS strategy in their future studies. 
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