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ABSTRAK

Atika Ayuri, 2011. Improving Pronunciation of Junior High School
Students Through Story Telling : A Case at SMPN 24 Padang.

Pembimbing: Dra. Yenni Rozimela, Ph.D
Prof. Dr.Jufrizal, M.Hum

Penelitian ini adalah penelitian tindakan kelas untuk melihat peningkatan
siswa SLTP dalam mengungkapkan dan membacakan kata/frasa/ kalimat atau
teks sebuah cerita dengan pengucapan yang benar. Partisipan penelitian ini
adalah kelas VIII A pada SLTPN 24 Padang trahun Akademik2009/2010 yang
dipilih secara khusus karena kelas ini puntya kemampuan belajar bahasa Inggris
yang lebih dari kelas-kelas lain yang dibuktikan dari nilai-nilai harian dan tes
bulanan mereka.Data ini diperoleh dengan menggunakan tes tertulis dan lisan,
wawancara, observasi, dan menggunakan catatan lapangan. Tes tertulis dan
lisan dilakukan 3 kali, yaitu pada pretest, siklusl dan siklus 2. Pengambilan data
melalui wawancara dilakukan 2 kali selama dua siklus. Sedangkan observasi
dan catatan lapangan dilakukan setiapa pertemuan.

Dari hasil tes tertulis pada siklus pertama, dengan membandingkan hasil
pretest dan posttest 1, dapat dilihat bahwa pengucapan Bahasa Inggris mereka
mengalami kenaikan yaitu dengan rata-rata 18,4. Sedangkan pada siklus kedua
nilai kemampuan Bahasa Inggris siswa mengalami kenaikan yang sangat
signifikan yaitu 33. Begitu juga test lisan, dengan membandingkan hasil pretest
dan posttest, dapat dilihat bahwa kemampuan pengucapan bahasa inggris
mereka mengalami kenaikan yaitu rata-rata 11,7. Sedangkan pada siklus kedua
nilai kemampuan pengucapan Bahasa Inggris mereka rata-ratanya lebih naik
lagi yaitu 29,4. Sementara itu, dari hasil wawancara, observasi dan catatan
lapangan ditemukan kemajuan serta motivasi siswa untuk memperbaiki cara
pengucapan Bahasa Inggris lebih baik lagi.

Sehingga dapat disimpulkan bahwa dari hasil penelitian dan observasi
terhadap sikap dan tingkah laku siswa, ditemukan bahwa respon mereka
terhadap kegiatan yang dapat meninghkatkan kemampuan Bahasa Inggris
mereka melalui Story Telling ini sangat positif. Serta nilai rata-rata pengucapan
Bahasa Inggris meningkat secara signifikan.
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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Problem

Pronunciation is one of language components which involved in speaking skill. Pronunciation
is the way of producing utterance which cannot be separated from speaking because
mispronunciation can cause misunderstanding and inhabit communication. For this reason, the

students must learn how to pronounce English words correctly.

In English learning program in Indonesia, pronunciation indirectly has been learned since
elementary school. In fact, learning pronunciation begins to be focused since the students are in
Junior High school. This language component is a big consideration which is involved in giving the
grade for speaking skill. In other words, bad pronunciation will cause bad achievement in speaking

skill. That is why, learning English pronunciation is important to support the students’ speaking skill.

The curriculum 2004 states that pronunciation is one of English components. Unfortunately, in
standard competency, pronunciation itself seems to get less attention in obtaining speaking target.
In fact, the teaching process seems to focus more on how to enable students to explore the
utterance in English skill though it becomes one aspect in grading of speaking skill. So, the students’
score in speaking can be low because their English pronunciation is poor. Their English pronunciation
are too bad, so it sounds so strange. In addition, in reading section, the researcher also be difficult to
ask a few of students of Sekolah Menengah Pertama Negeri 24 class VIl A to read aloud a text in
classroom because they don’t have a confidence. Based on the interview with those students, they
explained that they were worried or very nervous if they made some mistakes in pronouncing

English word while reading the text.



An observation which was done by the researcher at Sekolah Menengah Pertama Negeri 24
Padang class VIII A, when she did teaching practice for four months, she found some weaknesses in
teaching pronunciation itself so that the ability of Junior High School students in pronouncing English
words correctly was so poor. This weakness can be seen from some factors. They are about
allocation of time, method of teaching, and students’ understanding. The first weakness is about
time section in teaching pronunciation. For speaking itself, there is no special time to teach
pronunciation in speaking skill section. The available time to teach speaking skill every week, 40
minutes, is not enough to pay attention to students’ ability in pronouncing English word correctly. It
is because the main goal of speaking skill is to enable the students to produce the English words. On

the other hand, this language component is one of score aspect in speaking skill.

The second problem is about pronunciation teaching technique. In fact, pronunciation itself is
just taught in reading section. The technique which is used is repetition. The steps usually used are
as follow; firstly, the researcher reads a text, then the researcher asks them to repeat it together,
after that she asks the students randomly to read aloud a text individually or the researcher asks the

students to repeat some difficult words which are just pronounced by the researcher.

The last problem is the understanding of the students. Because English is a foreign language,
the students need to do extra effort to make the students fluent in pronouncing English word.
Based on the interview with students in class, they got difficulties to remember how to pronounce
English vocabularies. That’s why they often feel nervous, whenever the students are asked to read
aloud individually. From all those statements, it can be seen that the junior high school students’

ability in pronouncing English is so poor.

In fact, as one of component in teaching speaking, English pronunciation need to be focused.
The students have to be taught on how to pronounce English words correctly from now because
their tongues are still flexible to be taught to pronounce foreign language that has different

pronunciation from their mother tongue. If the mispronunciation becomes their habit and it is



difficult to be changed, it will give bad effect when they are adult. So, some efforts must be done to

avoid that bad possibility and try to look for a solution.

From some weaknesses that influenced teaching English pronunciation in class, the researcher
was interested to help the junior school students to improve their pronunciation. There are many
ways that can help them to improve their pronunciation. However, the researcher was interested in
using “Story Telling” as a technique which can improve the pronunciation of junior high school
students. The explanation of this technique will be given in chapter Il. This technique was assumed
by a researcher as a good technique in improving pronunciation because this technique enable

students to speak by using good pronunciation in relax and joyful way.

This technique had proved as one good technique by Mr. Anas Syafei, a senior pronunciation
and speaking lecturer in English Department of Universitas Negeri Padang. He used this technique
for many years in every lesson in order to practice and improve his students’ pronunciation. Based
on the interview with some students of English Department of Universitas Negeri Padang which had
studied with that lecturer, they got significant improvement in pronouncing English words, be fluent
in pronouncing English words correctly like a native speaker. Because of that, the researcher wanted
to implement the technique “Storytelling” to improve student’s pronunciation especially student’s of

Sekolah Menengah Pertama Negeri 24 class VIIIA.

1.2 Identification of the Problem

Based on the background of the problem above, the students of Sekolah Menengah Pertama
Negeri 24 Padang class VIII A have problems in pronouncing English words correctly because of
some reasons. Those reasons such as; there is no the special time to learn pronunciation in speaking
section, teaching technique of pronunciation is monotone, and the difficulties of the students to
memorize the correct pronunciation of English words. All these problems are related to each other,

which cause students’ ability in pronouncing English words correctly is so poor.



Pronunciation itself is one of the components of speaking subject. The process of improvement
must be seen and marked directly by the teacher. However, in teaching English pronunciation, the
teacher had to make the students feel enjoyable and was not nervous in learning pronunciation of
this foreign language, which was very different from Indonesian language. Based on that reason
above, the researcher tried a technique as a solution to improve the pronunciation of students

especially the students of class VIII A. The technique was story telling.

1.3 Limitation of the Problem

It is stated previously, there are many weaknesses and bad effects of way in teaching
pronunciation because of some reasons which are related to each other and it is tried to be solved
by one technique. Considering researcher ability, knowledge, energy, and skills, she focused on

helping students to improve their pronunciation through story telling.

1.4 Formulation of the Problem

Related to the limitation above, the problem of research is formulated as follow:

1. To what extent can storytelling improve the pronunciation of junior high school? Whether
this technique can improve or not.
2. What is students’ point of view about learning pronunciation through storytelling?
1.5 Purpose of the Study

The aims of this research was to find out the extent to which storytelling can

improve students’ pronunciation, and found out the student’s opinion about using story telling

technique in pronunciation.

1.6 Significance of the Study
Theoretically, storytelling is a fun activity and gives ease to the students in practicing their
pronunciation. It motivates the students to improve their ability in pronouncing English words

correctly by joyful and relaxing way. They will not feel afraid or nervous anymore in learning



pronunciation because they do activities; imitate, practice, and try it in front of the class, even it is

done together indoor and outdoor.

The result of this study is expected can give contribution to the field (classroom), how the
teacher teach pronunciation to their students. Story telling is one of effort that can be done as one
of effective way. Through this way, the teacher can listen to the pronunciation of their students
when they read a story. The teacher can give the correction after they told and ask them again to tell
it again with the correct pronunciation.In addition, the important thing is the teacher can see the

improvement of student’s ability in pronouncing English word correctly.



CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

5.1 CONCLUSION

In the first chapter, it was said that pronunciation is one of language component which is
involved in speaking skill. In fact, pronunciation in learning English begins to be focus since junior
high school. It becomes the difficult one to be learnt for them. The reasons are there is no the
special time to teach pronunciation in speaking section, teaching technique of pronunciation which
is monotone, and the difficult problem of the students to memorize the correct pronunciation of
English word. These problems are related each other, which cause student’s ability in producing
English word correctly is so poor. Because of that reason above, the researcher wants to try a
technique as a solution to improve the pronunciation of students especially the students of class VIII

A. The technique is through story telling.

After analyzing the data, it was found that students’ pronunciation increased. It could be
seen from the score total of their pronunciation test and the interview result that had been recorded

in every cycle.

According to data analysis and findings, here are some conclusions:

1). Story telling gave contribution in improving pronunciation. From the pronunciation test( oral and

written), it can be seen that students’ pronunciation had increased.

2) Trough observation and interview, it was found that many students gave positive respond toward

story telling in improving pronunciation.



3) This activities also gave good affect to the students. From the interview, it can be concluded that

students felt these activities cold them to improve their pronunciation.

4) From the interview and observation, the researcher found that adding this activity in the

beginning of teaching learning process, it can give a spirit for them to start English lesson.

5) Story telling technique had proved as a good way in improving students’

pronunciation by doing having fun activity.

5.1 Suggestions

Based on the findings of this research, the researcher proposes several suggestions:

1). Pronunciation as one of language component which is involved in speaking skill and becomes a
difficult one to be learnt for them because it begins to be focus since the students are junior high
school. So the teacher should pay attention in making this language component become easy to be

understood. One of input to help the teacher, is a good technique”story telling”.

2) For Sekolah Menengah Pertama Negeri 24 Padang, it is expected to continue this activity because

it gives great chance for the students to improve their pronunciation.

3) Since the researcher only concerned about story telling in improving the pronunciation and only
used written and oral test, interview and observation as her instrumentation, there might have
limitation found in this research. She suggest to other researchers who are interested in this subject

to conduct other related research.

4) Here, the researcher also suggest to all teachers to give variation in teaching in

order to motivate students.



5) This activity is better done as warming up : the first ten minutes

English class time.
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