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ABSTRAK 

 

Arlina,2013.Kemampuan Membaca dan Masalah yang Dihadapi Siswa dalam 
Menjawab Pertanyaan Teks Recount dan Naratif pada kelas VIII SMPN 33 
Padang.Tesis.Program Pasca Sarjana Universitas Negeri Padang. 

 Membaca merupakan salah satu dari empat keterampilan Bahasa Inggris yang 
harus dipelajari oleh siswa.Kemampuan membaca dalam menjawab pertanyaan 
berdasarkan teks recount and narrative adalah masalah yang dihadapi siswa kelas 
VIII SMP Negeri 33 Padang.Berdasarkan data yang diperoleh dari siswa kelas VIII 
SMP 33 Padang sebelumnya ditemukan bahwa nilai tes siswa tidak mencapai hasil 
yang memuaskan. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menjelaskan kemampuan membaca 
teks recount dan naratif dan menganalisis kesulitan atau masalah yang mereka hadapi.  

Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian deskriptif. Populasi dalam penelitian ini 
adalah siswa kelas VIII SMP 33 Padang tahun akademik 2011/2012. Ada 46 siswa 
yang terpilih sebagai sample dengan menggunakan teknikrandom sampling. Data 
dikumpulkan melalui tes membacadan wawancara. 

 Hasil penelitian ini mengungkapkan bahwa kemampuan siswa dalam 
memahami teks recount dan narrative masih rendah, yang terlihat dari tes 
kemampuan membaca siswa. Data kualitatif yang diperoleh dari wawancara 
mendukung temuan tersebut.Penelitian ini mengungkapkan masalah yang dihadapi 
siswa dalam membaca, yaitu bahasa, kosakata, indikator membaca dan jenis 
pertanyaan. Berdasarkan hasil penelitian dapat disimpulkan bahwa kemampuan siswa 
yang rendah dalam memahami teks recount dan naratif disebabkanoleh kurangnya 
pengetahuan siswa tentang faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi pemahaman dalam 
membaca teks tersebut.  
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ABSTRACT 

Arlina, 2013.Students’ Reading Ability and Problems in Answering Questions of 
Recount and Narrative Texts at Grade VIII of SMPN 33 
Padang.Thesis.Graduate Program of State University of Padang. 

 Reading is one of four English skills that must be mastered by students. 
Answering questions of recount and narrative texts was a problem that the students of 
grade VIII faced in reading skill. Based on a preliminary documentary of the students 
reading test result at grade VIII of SMP 33 Padang, it was found that their scores on 
reading test were not satisfying. Thus, this research was aimed at explaining their 
ability in this test and analyzing the problems that they faced.The study was a 
descriptive one. The population was the eighth grade students of SMP 33 Padang in 
2011/2012 academic year. There were 46 students  chose as sample by using random 
sampling technique. The data were collected by using a reading test and an interview. 

 This research has proven that the students’ ability in reading test by answering 
the questions of recount and narrative texts was low. It can be viewed from the 
students’ ability who were able to answer the questions correctly; which was reflected 
in the percentage of the students who got excellent, good, enough and poor. This 
finding was supported by the qualitative data. In addition, the qualitative data 
indicated that the students had difficulties in other factors, namely language, 
vocabulary, reading indicators and type of questions. To conclude, students’ ability in 
answering questions of recount and narrative texts was low because they did not have 
sufficient knowledge of factors that affected their comprehension in reading. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem 

Based on The Government Regulation Number 22/2006 concerning for 

standard of content (Standar Isi), English is a tool of communication used to 

understand and express information, ideas, and thought and feeling as well as to 

develop knowledge, technology and culture. The ability to communicate in English is 

the ability to comprehend and to produce English texts both in spoken and/or written 

forms, which is expressed in four skills named listening, speaking, reading and 

writing.  

Readingactivities require the students to have good vocabulary, grammar and 

strategies in order to understand texts resulting in reading comprehension. Reading 

needs comprehension.Comprehension is the process of transferring ideas from texts to 

the reader’s mind, or the process in which students understand and get the messages 

from the printed words. Reading without comprehension is useless. Reading needs 

sufficient vocabulary, knowledge of grammar, indicators of reading. The more the 

students read, the better their comprehension on the reading material will be.  

At junior high school, reading comprehension of monologue texts includes the 

ability to comprehend procedure, descriptive, recount, narrative and report texts. In 

comprehending those texts, there are important indicators that shouldbe 

acknowledged by the students. They are identifying main idea, identifying topic of a 

text, recognizing meaning of words and sentences, identifying synonym, antonym of 

words, and also making an inference of a text. 
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Standar Kelulusan (Achievement Standard)also requires the students to 

achieve some competencies like the ability to determine the main idea, explicit 

information, and reference. In English final examination (Ujian Nasional), eachitem 

of the test willrepresentthe indicators.So do the items in daily tests, midterm tests, and 

semester tests. To succeed the tests, students should understand the indicators as well 

as the competencies that are necessary to obtain. Teachers, through the learning 

process, should also help students achieve the goals. 

However, based on an observation done earlier, the process of teaching and 

learning the reading skill at the eighth grade students of Junior High School 33 

Padang dealt with some problems. Looking at the students’ point of views, there are 

some concerning obstacles as follows. Some students felt unable to comprehend 

thetext. They frequently felt unable to figure out ideas in the text that they have just 

read. They did not know the meaning of the words and they could not answer the 

questions given as well. The students’ inability in comprehending reading texts was 

reflected in their reading comprehension scores in daily, mid, andsemester tests. The 

daily test result shows that only 12.5 percent (5 out of 40students) were able to answer 

comprehension questions with the score ranged from 64 to 90, while the others got 

scores lower than 64 and the total average scoreson their reading comprehension were 

lower than 64. In short, the students’ reading comprehension could be said poor or 

low. 

Furthermore, most of the students seemed to have difficulties in understanding 

narrative texts, descriptive texts, report texts, recount texts and procedure texts. They 

were not able to give correct answers to the questions provided. Data taken from the 

students’ grades last semester have shown that the percentage of the students who got 
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score above 70 (based on “Kriteria Ketuntasan Minimal” or Minimum Achievement 

Criteria) was only 54 %  (98 out of 180 students). It means that the number of the 

students who did not successfully comprehend the text were still high (46%). It shows 

that many students are still unable to master all of the indicators of reading 

comprehension, such as identifying main idea, topic of a text, meaning of words and 

sentences, synonym and antonym of words, reference and so on.  

In addition, some of the students were mostly passive in the classroom. The 

indication of the problem could be seen from their reading behaviors. Most of the 

students thought that reading was not an interesting activity.It exists in their minds 

because they have perception that they should translate the whole text into Indonesian 

in order to understand it.Besides, they were not creative enough to form a good 

question and to answer their teacher and peers’ questions. They lacked of motivation 

to do reading tasks also. They felt reluctant to do their homework assignments, they 

talk each other instead. As the result, they could not understand the text and failed to 

answer the questions based on the text. Teachers also lack of strategies in teaching 

reading. They did not teach the strategies of how to answer the questions of the texts. 

They did not guide the studentsto the way how to comprehend texts easily such as by 

guiding them toward the questions types, or by introducing the reading indicators of 

functional or monologue texts.  

The eighth grade students are taught three kinds of texts; they are descriptive, 

recount and narrative texts. Recount and narrative textscommonly use the same 

tenses,that are simple past tense, past continuous tense and present perfect tense. 

These tenses make students confused; they have no idea of how to distinguish 

between regular verbs and irregular verbs. They failed to answer the questions of the 
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reading texts because they cannot figure out what kind of verbs appeared in the 

questions (in simple present tense) and verbs appeared in the reading text (in simple 

past tense). Moreover, many students got confused in answering the questions 

because they did not understand the questions types whether the question is to ask 

place, time, condition, or setting.  

This research, thus is going to seek what problems are faced by the students in 

answering the questions based on the recount and narrative texts.It is expected that 

this research will bring useful results which can be used to increase the students’ 

scores in daily test, mid test, semester test, and even in national examination. 

Furthermore, this research is done to encourage the students to possess good 

comprehension of texts. As the result, they will get good marks in their daily tests, 

midterm test, and also their semester tests. It is hoped thatthrough the findings of this 

research, teachers will be acknowledged what should be done to help 

increasestudents’ ability in answering the questions of the texts. 

 

B. Identification of the Problem 

The junior high school students are required to master the indicators in 

determining the general idea, explicit and implicit information, reference,the meaning 

of words/ phrase in every kind of text like greeting cards, short messages, labels, 

invitations, announcements, advertisements, letters, descriptive, procedure, recount, 

narrative, and report texts. At the eighth grade, the students are taught three kinds of 

simple monologue texts; they are descriptive, recount, and narrative texts. 

There were problems occur in comprehending recount and narrative texts. The 

students might not know the concept of the questions and indicators that they have to 
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achieve at the end of the reading activity.Theyalso have limited vocabulary and have 

little knowledge of grammar, especially past tense and past continuous tense found in 

the texts. Problems also came from the teachers themselves. They have not 

successfully taught reading strategies to students, particularly to read recount and 

narrative texts. 

 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

Most of the students have difficulties in comprehending monologue texts. It 

can be seen that most of the students failed to get good scores onreading testseither in 

daily exercises, daily test, mid test or semester test. The students said that they did not 

understand past tense. Therefore, in this study, the researcher was encouraged to limit 

the problem on thestudents’ ability in answering questions of recount and narrative 

texts in which the use of past tense can be found. The researcher also wanted to find 

out the students’ problems in answering the questions of recount and narrative texts.  

 

D. Research Questions 

Based on the background of the problem, the identification and the 

limitation of the problems, the problems of this research are formulated in the 

following questions : 

1. How is the students’ reading ability in answering questions of Recount and 

Narrative texts at the grade VIII of SMP N 33 Padang? 

2. What problems do the students have in answering questions of Recount 

and Narrative texts? 

E. The purpose of the Research 
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The purpose of this research is : 

1. tofind out the students’ reading ability in answering questions of recount 

and narrative texts.  

2. to analyzethe problems the students have in answering questions of 

recount and narrative texts and then explain them into language problem, 

vocabulary problem, problems in identifying reading indicators and type of 

questions. 

 

F. Significance of the Research 

It is expected that the result of this study can give contribution for 

English teaching at junior high school. It can be used to help the teachers to 

improve their students’ ability in answering questions of the texts. It can be 

used to informthem about the level of their students’ ability in answering 

questions of the texts correctly.  

In addition, the findings might be useful for the teachers tofigure out 

the students’ problems in answering questions of the texts. So, the teacher can 

develop her syllabus in order to improve their students’ ability, especially how 

to answer the questions correctly and quickly. For the researcher, it gives 

information about how important to teach reading comprehension indicators to 

the students in order to help them answer the questions based on the texts. 

 

 

 

G. Definition of Key Terms 
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1. Ability: What is reflected by the students’ scores in Recount and Narrative 

reading test. 

2. Recount text: A type of text which tells a sequence of past events  

beginning with orientation, the sequence events and ended by re- 

orientation. 

3. Narrative text:  A type of text which has a purpose to entertain the readers 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS, AND SUGGESTIONS  

 

A. Conclusions 

1. This research has revealed that the students’ reading ability of the eighth grade 

students of SMPN 33 Padang in answering questions of recount and narrative 

textsis low. The result of the test has proven that most of the students can not 

answer the questions given in the recount  and narrative texts.  

2. The students fail in answering the questions of Recount and Narrative texts 

because they have some problems in comprehending both of the texts. They 

are the problems about the knowldge of grammmar rules, lack of vocabulary, 

the knowledge of text type, questions types, and the knowledge about reading 

comprehension indicators. 

 

B. Implications 

This research implies that the students’ ability in comprehending a recount and 

a narrative text can be clearly shown in their ability in answering questions of the 

texts in a form of essay (not in a form of multiple choice). If the students are unable to 

answer the questions of a recount or a narrative, it means that their ability in 

comprehending the texts is low or vice versa; if they have good ability in answering 

the questions, it can be said that they have good reading comprehension of a recount 

or a narrative as well. 
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Referring to this research, English teachers can see their students’ ability in 

comprehending a recount or a narrative through the students’ ability in answering 

questions of the texts in an essay form. This implies that a reading test with questions 

made in an essay form is sometimes more effective to measure the students’ 

comprehension of a recount or a narrative compared to those made in a multiple 

choice form.  

 

C. Suggestions 

It is advisable for the English teachers to learn about how to teach reading 

comprehension indicators to the students. The teachers also need to give the students 

exercises and daily tests in essay forms to ensure the students’ ability in reading, 

especially in comprehending the recount and the narrative texts.  
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