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ABSTRACT 

 

Antonius Ekaputra, 2016. Improving Students’ Speaking Skill Through Task Based
Language Teaching ( TBLT ) at The Eleventh Grade of Diniyah Puteri Islamic Senior High
School Pekanbaru. Thesis. Graduate Program of State University of Padang.  

 

  Most of the students in the researcher class had low ability in speaking skill, therefore
this research was designed to improve students’ speaking skill by using Task Based Language
Teaching. This research was conducted to find out the factors that influence the improvement of
students’ speaking skill during the use of Task Based Language Teaching and to what extend can
Task Based Language Teaching Improve students’ speaking skill. 

This research was carried out in the design of classroom action research, it involved
planning, action, observation, and reflection, in two cycles. In every cycle, a collaborator helped
the researcher to collect qualitative and quantitative data. The qualitative data were collected by
using observation sheets for the researcher and the students, field notes and interview. Then the
quantitative data were collected by giving students speaking test. The quantitative data were used
to find out improvement of each indicator of speaking skill in each cycle. The qualitative data
were analyzed through data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing/verification. The
qualitative data showed what factors that influence the improvement of students’ speaking skill. 

The research was conducted for two cycles. The average score before conducting Task
Based Language Teaching was 44.8. The students’ average score increased in cycle I was 55.4,
and cycle  II was 64. The finding showed improvement in all indicators of speaking skill
increased from cycle to cycle. Besides, the factors that play important role in improving the
students’ speaking skill through Task Based Language Teaching are media, teaching material,
and classroom activities have major influence in the improvement of students’ speaking skill. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 

 
A. Background of the Problem 

One of the objectives in foreign language teaching in Indonesia is to improve students’ 

speaking skillaccurately and fluently. To reach the target of teaching speaking, the 

educational institutionfrom secondary to higher education should implement appropriate 

strategy to produce goodoutcomes of foreign language teaching. Therefore, the teaching of 

English speaking skill inthe classroom should be done properly and vary that can cause 

students to be active and enjoylearning experience. 

To speak well, the students need to practice their English. Many efforts can be done by the 

students to improve their speaking skill such as making dialog, play, oral presentation, small 

group discussion, debate, games, and guessing game. The activities above do not only 

improve their speaking ability but also help them to be active in using English. Primary goal 

in teaching speaking skill is to communicate,  they can talk as much as possible to produce 

speaking fluency. In accordance to this goal, government had built a curriculum which 

proposed students to be active in speaking and teachers should provide set of strategies in the 

classroom to encourage students to improve their speaking performance, if the students get 

difficulties to speak, the teacher should diagnose helpful strategies for the them. 

There are many factors that cause students’ difficulties of speaking skill. From the students’ 

side, the problem occurs because of some factors, such as having problems in pronunciation, 

vocabularies, and lack of confidence, participation, motivation and interaction. In the 

teacher’s side, the problems are inappropriate teaching speaking  



2 
 

techniques, such as: teacher’s lack of capability in teaching, boring material, lack of 

understanding toward strategy and technique of teaching, and limited teaching aids.  

               Diniyah Puteri Islamic Senior High School of Pekanbaru is one of the Islamic 

senior high school in Pekanbaru, where researcher teaches English, Based on preliminary 

research that is done by the researcher, students’ speaking skill are low, the problems in 

speaking can be identified as follows:  lack of vocabularies, the poorness of  pronunciation, 

lack of ideas to speak and Afraid to speak.         

              There are two kinds of English test which is conducted in MA Diniyah Puteri, they 

are written and oral test. The test of speaking is measured through oral test, from the score of 

oral test shows that almost 68% students are low in oral test, 2% are excellent in speaking 

and 30% are good in speaking, these result mostly below expectation. There are many 

approaches and technique that can be used to improve students’ speaking ability such as 

content based Instruction ( CBI ), drill, role play and cooperative language learning. 

              In solving this problem, researcher tries to apply Task Based Language Teaching 

(TBLT) because Task Based Language Teaching is one of the latest trend language learning 

and teaching. Task Based Language Teaching uses authentic language form through 

meaningful tasks, in other hand the use of Task Based Language Teaching has brought a lot 

of progress in teaching speaking.      

Researcher tries to do an action research as reflection toward his teaching technique. 

Researcher wants to know whether Task Based Language Teaching can improve students’ 

speaking skill, so that in this research, researcher defines his thesis by the title  
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Improving students’ speaking skill through Task Based Language Teaching at the eleventh 

grade of Islamic Senior High School (MA) of  Diniyah Puteri Pekanbaru.     

 

B. Identification of the Problem 

                Based on the facts above and preliminary research that was done by the researcher, 

it was identified some problems dealing with in students’ speaking skill, it is found that there 

are some problems that occur in the classroom in teaching speaking skill. The problems come 

from the students themselves and technique of teaching speaking itself. From students’ side 

we can find some problems such as lack of vocabularies, the poorness of pronunciation, lack 

of ideas to speak, and afraid tospeak.  

               Students’ vocabulary are limited, they cannot find suitable words to express their 

ideas and feeling. Most of the students often use repeated vocabularies when they try to 

speak and they combine their language with mother tongue language. Some of the students 

also prefer to keep silent because they do not know what words to say in order to deliver their 

ideas and feeling. 

                Besides that, the students also have poor pronunciation, they cannot pronounce the 

words correctly and properly, students’ pronunciation was influenced by students’ mother 

tongue language. The other problems that deal with students’ difficulties in speaking skill are 

students’ ability in developing their ideas to speak. When the teacher gives certain topics to 

the students to be elaborated, the students cannot develop the ideas of the topic because they 

have limited ideas and the students do not know what to say next but if the teacher give the 

time for  preparing  what to be said, the students can do it quiet well.   
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                The last problem that related with students’ difficulties in speaking skill is 

students’ confidence to speak. Most of the students are not confidence enough to talk and 

make the conversation with their friends. When the teacher asks them to talk and respond 

their friends in English, the students just keep silent, stop talking, laugh, and  keeping smile. 

The students say to the teacher “ I can not do it sir”. It is very clear that the students have 

lack of confidence to talk in English.     

From the technique of teaching speaking, teacher is not creative in developing teaching 

methods, giving the drills only, and memorizing in teaching speaking, these ways make 

studentsbored and not motivated to speak. They are not creative to develop idea in speaking 

activity. As a result, students’ abilities to speak are low 

C. Focus of the Research 

Based on the identification of the problems, this researchfocused on solving the problem on 

teaching technique and activities. The researcher used Task Based Language Teaching to 

improve students’ speaking skill. He had an expectation to improve his teaching technique 

and theimprovement of student’s speaking skill by using Task Based Language Teaching.  

D. Formulation of the Problem 

The problem in this study can be formulated as follow: 

1. To what extent can TBLT technique improve the students’ speaking skill at the 

second grade of Diniyah Puteri Islamic Senior High School Pekanbaru  ? 

2. What are the factors that influence the changes of the students’ speaking skill at 

the second grade of Diniyah puteri Islamic Senior High School Pekanbaru by 

using TBLT technique ? 



5 
 

E. Purpose of the Research 

The purposes of the research were as follows:  

1. To find out whether TBLT technique can improve the students’ speaking skill at the 

second grade of Diniyah Puteri Islamic Senior High School Pekanbaru. 

2. To identify the factors that influence the changes of the students’ speaking skill at 

the second grade of Diniyah Puteri Islamic Senior High School by using TBLT.  

F. Significance of the Research 

By doing this research, the writer expects to give significance contributions. Firstly, the result 

of this research can contribute scientific feedback to any language learners especially for the 

teachers who teach at MA Dinyah Puteri Islamic Senior High School Pekanbaru. Moreover, 

it can be helpful for the teacher to improve their teaching technique especially in teaching 

speaking. 

               This research helps the writer to improve his teaching style so that it can contribute 

the improvement of students’ speaking skill and so other language skills, beside that, this 

research tries to promote a way out in overcoming the problem of producing language  

expression and utterances. Finally, the result of this research can be useful for the readers, 

especially in speaking learning and teaching. 

G. Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation about the topic of this research, 

it is necessary for the researcher to define the following terms: 

1. Speaking  isthe ability of students grade XI of MA Diniyah Puteri Pekanbaru in 

expressing their ideas,opinion, thought and feeling orally based on the given topic. 
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2. Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT) is a technique which emphasizes the use of 

authentic language through meaningful tasks.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

  After considering to the analysis and findings, the researcher draws his 

conclusions that the use of task based language teaching  can improve students’ speaking 

skill at the eleventh grade of DiniyahPuteri Islamic Senior High School. This 

improvement can be seen  by the improvement of score got by the students in speaking 

test in each indicator of each cycle of the research. 

  In addition, the researcher and collaborator also observed that there were three 

important factors that supported the students’ improvements in speaking skill. The first 

factor isthe use of media in teaching speaking. Short visualization as one media used 

considerably increased the students speaking skill. Most of the students agreed that it was 

very helpful in encouraging them more to speak in the classroom. Most of the students 

expressed their agreement that short visualization give better understanding toward the 

topics that finally  encourage students’ motivation to speak well in the classroom.The 

second factor is teaching materialmaterials used in the research.By having interesting 

materials, the students had willingness to have discussion and used English in speaking 

class.The third factor is the classroom activity. The classroom activity that was applied by 

the researcher better improved the students’ participation to become more active in the 

teaching and learning process. 
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B. Implication 

This classroom action research has an implication that using task based language 

teaching is one of the possible ways to solve with teaching and learning problems, 

particularly in improving students’ speaking skill. The sharing of technique is meant to 

further develop teaching speaking technique in order to gain better result and 

effectiveness. The result of this mentioned research can be referred to or be taken as one 

of the source for improving students’ speaking skill.  

C. Suggestion 

  In accordance with the conclusion and implication,the researcher suggests the 

following so as to improve teaching and learning speaking quality by using task based 

language teaching. 

1. The use of task based language teaching has been proved that it can improve 

students’ speaking skill. It is recommended that task based language teaching can be 

one of the techniques in teaching speaking. 

2. The researcher should continue using task based language and it can be  integrated 

with other techniques in teaching speaking so that the classroom activity will be 

more effective, fun and interactive 

3. More research should be carried out to investigate the use of task based language 

teaching in improving the other teaching of language skills such as teaching 

speaking, teaching listening, teaching reading, and teaching writing.    

 

 

 



106 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
Brown, Gillian,  and George Yule. 1983. Teaching the Spoken Language :Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 
Brown, H. Doughlas. 1994. Principles of Language Learning and Teaching. New York: Prentice  

Hall Regents. 

________________. 2004. Language Assessment, Principle and Classroom Practice. San 
Fransisco: Longman.  

Burns, Anne. 1998. Teaching speaking. Annual Review of Applied Linguistics 18:102–123. 
Bygate, M. Speaking in Carter, R. and Nunan, D. (Eds). 2001. The Cambridge Guide to 

Teaching English to Speaker of Other Languages. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 

Byrne, D. 1984. Language learning in the Classroom: Teaching Oral English. Hong Kong: 
Longman. 

Cameron, L. 2004Teaching Language to Young Learner.Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press 

Clark, H. M., and E. V. Clark 1977.Psychology and Language: An Introduction to 
Psycholinguistics. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 

Davies, I. 1980. Instructional technique.New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc 
Dumbar, Christopher. 2004. Best Practices in Classroom Management. Michigan: Michigan 

State University 
Ellis, Rod.2003. Task-Based Language Learning and Teaching. Oxford: Oxford University Press   

Ellis, G. and Barbara, S.1991. Learning to Learn English.Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press.  

Gay, L. R, Peter Airisian. 2009. Educational Research: Competencies for Analysis and 
Application. New York: Precentile Hall. 

Gurney, Philip.2007. : “Five Factors of Effective Teaching”. New Zealand Journal of Teahers’ 
Work, Vol 4, Issue 2, 89-98 ( www.teacherswork.ac.nz. Retrieved on July, 2013) 

 

Hamid, Reza. 2013. The Impact of Task Planning and Gender on the Accuracy of Narrations 
Composed by Iranian EFL Learners. Journal of Language Teaching and Research, Vol. 
IV, No.1, January 2013, ( http://www.Academypublisher.Com, Retrieved on March 
25th, 2013)   

Harris, David P. 1974. Testing English as Second Language. New Delhi: Mc. Graw Hill Inc. 

Hemei, Jiang. 1997. “Teaching with video in an English class”. English Teaching Forum, 
Vol.35, No.2, 1997.retrieved on October 29th 2010 from 
http://exchanges.state.gov/englishteaching/forum/archieves/1997/docs/97-35-2-j.pdf. 

Harmer, Jeremy. 2003. The Practice of English Language Teaching. Edinburg: Pearson 
Education Limited. 


