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ABSTRAK

Aprida Irmayana, 2016. Menganalisis Masalah Mahasiswa dalam penggunaan
Alat -Alat Kohesi dalam Menulis Teks Analitikal Ekspositori: Studi di
Program S1 Bahasa Inggris STKIP Tapanuli Selatan Padangsidimpuan. Tesis.
Program Pascasarjana Universitas Negeri Padang.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui kualitas tulisan mahasiswa dilihat
dari tulisan yang kohesif dan masalah-masalah mahasiswa dalam menggunakan alat—
alat kohesi dalam menulis teks analitikal ekspositori. Penelitian ini adalah jenis
penelitian gabungan antara kualitatif dan kuantitatif. Data penelitian adalah tulisan
mahasiswa dalam mengarang teks analitikal ekspositori dan wawancara. Sumber data
penelitian adalah mahasiswa semester dua jurusan Bahasa Inggris Kependidikan
STKIP Tapanuli Selatan Padangsidimpuan sebanyak 80 orang. Hasil penelitian
menunjukkan bahwa kualitas tulisan mahasiswa masih rendah dilihat dari
penggunaan alat-alat kohesif. Mahasiswa memiliki masalah dalam menggunakan
alat-alat kohesi. Hal ini dikarenakan oleh beberapa faktor, yaitu dari segi kebahasaan,
pragmatik, kognitif, dan budaya. Keempat faktor tersebut berpengaruh besar
terhadap masalah penggunaan alat-alat kohesi dalam menulis teks analitikal
ekspositori. Masalah tersebut berdampak terhadap kualitas tulisan mahasiswa. Oleh
karena itu, perlu diberikan perhatian lebih dari dosen untuk memfasilitasi mahasiswa
melakukan latihan menulis dengan menitikberatkan pada alat-alat kohesi dan
melakukan pengkoreksian dengan teman.



ABSTRACT

Aprida Irmayana, 2016. An Analysis of Students’ Problems in Using Cohesive
Devices in Writing Analytical Expository Text at Second Semester Students of
English Department of STKIP Tapanuli Selatan Padangsidimpuan. Thesis,
Graduate Program, State University of Padang.

This research aims to explain the quality of students’ writing in term of
cohesive writing and to analyze students’ problems in using cohesive devices in
writing analytical expository text. This research is a mixed method research purpose
to build on the synergy and strength that exist between quantitative and qualitative
research methods to understand a phenomenon. This research also aims to know the
causes of students’ problems in using cohesive devices in writing analytical
expository text. The data were the second semester students of English department of
STKIP Tapanuli Selatan Padangsidimpuan. The sample were consisting of 80
students. The finding shows that the quality of students’ writing was in the level of
low category. They have problems in using cohesive devices. The problems are
related to the use of reference, substitution, ellipsis, conjunction and lexical cohesion.
The reason of the problems in using cohesive devices in writing is based on
linguistic, pragmatic, cognitive and cultural factor. Four of them give influence that
causes the lack cohesive writing. Therefore, an intensive attention should be given by
the lecture to facilitate the students to practice writing in the classroom and do peer
correction.
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Writing is one of the skills that should be mastered by students when
they are learning a language, so there are some reasons for them to master it.
First, writing is an activity to deliver information in written form by
combining and arranging words. Then, writing is a form of communication to
deliver thoughts to express feelings through written forms. It is used as a
media to inform something and help writers to communicate with the readers

about their ideas, thoughts, and feelings in various written form.

Writing is an important skill for students learning a language. In
addition, students can generate more knowledge because when they are going
to write, they should have a lot of ideas and information to write. It means
that what students write can show how much knowledge they have got.
Furthermore, writing can help students to improve their critical thinking.
Because, when they write, they need to evaluate and then consider what kind
of information they should deliver to readers in kinds of text. Thus, they need
to select words to reflect their thought about the subject appropriately. In
short, students can use writing as a media to communicate with other people

and to entertain readers.

Based on the Curriculum in English Department of the Teacher
College (STKIP) “Tapanuli Selatan” Padangsidimpuan which has been

implemented since 2004 and modified in 2012 by English Department. The



curriculum 2012 denotes writing as one of the compulsory subjects to be
taught in English Department of the Teacher College (STKIP) “Tapanuli

Selatan” Padangsidimpuan.

In addition, it cannot be neglected that the students find several
problems in writing. Some of them find problems in producing grammatical
sentences and in choosing the words they are going to use. Sometimes,
students use words which are not appropriate based on their context. Even,
some of them still find problems in the representation of cohesive devices.
The problem would make readers find difficulties in understanding the

message.

Cohesive device is a factor that indicates whether a text is well-
connected or merely a group of unrelated sentences. Cohesive devices is
created to establish the structure of meaning. Osisanwo (2005: 31) remarks
that a text is said to be cohesive when the linguistic means by which a text
function is held together as a single unit. Without cohesive devices, a written
work can seem choppy and may not flow well. A lack of cohesive devices
challenges the reader and can hurt comprehension, thus rendering the students
attempt at communication ineffective at best. Cohesive devices are the intangible
glue that holds paragraphs together.

Having good cohesive devices in a writing project means that the
students ideas stick together and flow smoothly in a paragraph. Cohesive
devices are perceived as the overt linguistic signal between propositions. In
using cohesive devices, there are some indicators that become important

considerations for students in Teacher College STKIP “Tapanuli Selatan”



Padangsidimpuan which are called as: substitution, reference, ellipsis, lexical
cohesion and conjunction.

Then, cohesive devices is achieved when writers connect their
organized part with sufficiently clear like the words ‘finally’, ‘thus’,
‘however’, ‘to’, make the development of their cases intelligible and to lead
the reader safely along the emerging lines of their arguments. Cohesive
devices is the result of giving readers the right kind of explicit, help in
figuring out the design. It also gives readers the clues for discovering
coherence. In other words cohesive devices have significant role in creating
coherent writing text. It is because they provide not only surface evidence for
the text unity but also express the continuity that exist between one part of the

text and another.

The concept above indicates that, cohesive devices must be mastered
by the students to improve their communication in writing skill. It can help
students to avoid producing a discursive or unorganized text. Because most
students are quite concerned about grammar and syntactic errors in their
writing, the teaching of cohesive devices would enhance their understanding

that writing a text is not simply writing with syntactic accuracy.

Based on the researcher’s pre observation and formal interviewed
with the writing lecturer of the Teacher College (STKIP) “Tapanuli Selatan”
Padangsidimpuan, the researcher found more than 50% of the students failed
to write a good text. The problem was the grammatical errors on writing. The
second problem was the students got the problems in representation or using

cohesive devices. This could be identified from the empirical data of



students’ marks in daily writing test. From 80 students in the class, the result
shows that only 6 students very good (90), 8 students got good (85), 10
students got enough (75) and 16 got bad (40), and others are fail (20). It
means that 7.5 % were categorized very good, 10% were categorized as good
students, and 12,5% were categorized enough, and 20% were categorized as
bad and 50% students were categorized as fail in using cohesive devices.
From this percentage, it could be concludes that students got problem in using

cohesive devices.

The problems in using or representation of cohesive devices might be
caused by several factors; students prior knowledge, interference, lack of
proficiency, lack of practice, lack of discussion and summarizing. Lecturers

have to make some various attempts to improve the ability in writing.

Since some of the sentences were written without following and
applying a good cohesive devices, the ideas would be ambiguous for the
readers. It would be the causes of misunderstanding, a written work can seem
choppy and may not flow well. It can hurt comprehension, thus rendering the
students attempt at communication ineffective at best. Even, they would be fail
in their school and they would have many problem while they want to
continue their study to the university, also while they want to look for the job.
As a matter of fact the students also would be the candidate of English
teacher who would transfer their knowledge and ability in writing skill. If it is
still continued, the quality of Indonesian students would never arise. The
students only copy and paste whatever they want to do when they have

homework about writing. They do not know how to write cohesively or to tie



their text’s ideas together into a meaningful whole in expressing whatever
available in their mind. They would keep silent in teaching learning process
although they know the answers than to express their idea or feeling. They
are not confident to put their ideas into the paper. It would difficult for them
to write in several pages long. Finally, it makes them to have a tendency to do

plagiarism.

Based on the explanation previously, it is assume that the students
have problems in using cohesive devices in writing which are caused by
some factors. These problems are interesting to be researched. Therefore, this
research attempt to investigate the students’ problems in using cohesive
devices in writing analytical expository text at second semester students of

the Teacher College (STKIP) “Tapanuli Selatan” Padangsidimpuan.

Identification of the Problem

Based on the researcher’s pre observation, it can be identified that the
students low in using appropriate cohesive devices in analytical expository
text. There were several factors that made the students have problems to write
well. There were still many students who did not pay attention to write a good
paragraph. They had low competence in developing a good paragraph. Then
the students got problems in using cohesive devices. They might use unvaried
and inappropriate reference, conjunction, substitution and ellipsis. Then they
are also use incorrect reiteration and collocation. They did not really pay
attention to the words that they used. Then they got problems to choose

suitable words to explain something in their sentences.



C. Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problem above, the researcher
regards that the use of appropriate cohesive devices is very important. It is
much influence the writing quality of the students in writing analytical
expository text. This genre is chosen by the researcher because it is assumed
to be better in using the cohesive devices in writing. Therefore, the researcher
focuses to discuss about the students’ problems in using cohesive devices in
writing analytical expository text at second semester students of the Teacher

College (STKIP) “Tapanuli Selatan” Padangsidimpuan.

D. Formulation of the Problem
Related to the background, identification and limitation of the
research, the researcher formulates three research questions as follow:

1. How is the ability of the second semester students of Teacher College
(STKIP) “Tapanuli Selatan” Padangsidimpuan in using cohesive
devices in writing analytical expository text?.

2. What are the problems faced by the second semester students of
Teacher College (STKIP) “Tapanuli Selatan” Padangsidimpuan in
using cohesive devices in writing analytical expository text?.

3. What are the causes of students’ problems in using cohesive devices
in writing analytical expository text at second semester students of

teacher college (STKIP) “Tapanuli Selatan” Padangsidimpuan?



E. Purposes of the Research

The purposes of the research as follow:

1. To find out the ability of the second semester students of teacher college
(STKIP) “Tapanuli Selatan” Padangsidimpuan in using cohesive devices
in writing analytical expository text.

2. To find out the problems faced by the second semester students of
teacher college (STKIP) “Tapanuli Selatan” Padangsidimpuan in using
cohesive devices in writing analytical expository text.

3. To find out the causes of the students’ problems in using cohesive devices
in writing analytical expository text at second semester students of

teacher college (STKIP) “Tapanuli Selatan” Padangsidimpuan.

F. Significance of the Research

It is supposed that the result of this research can be a useful input to
English teaching and learning process, particularly in teaching writing. For
English teachers or lecturers, it can be a source of information about the
description of the students’ problem in using cohesive devices in writing
analytical expository text as well as be a consideration in teaching. Then, for
the students of English Department, it is hoped that it can give contribution in
evolving knowledge and skill about how to use an appropriate cohesive
devices in analytical expository text. The last, for other researchers who are
interested in the same field of study, it can be used as one of the sources for

conducting further research.



G. Definition of the Key Terms
In order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation concerning

the key terms used in this research, the researcher defines them as follows:

1. Writing is the process or activity to deliver and express thoughts by
combining and arranging words.

2. Cohesive devices are typically single words or phrases that basically
make text hang together to achieve cohesive devices or a relation of
meaning that exist within text. Linguistic markers or elements that
link/make texts cohesive.

3. Analytical expository text is a kind of text which is used to explain,
describe, give information, or inform something to other people to share
point of view. It also used to persuade the reader or listener that
something is the case.

4. Students’ problems are the problems or inability of the students in
using references, substitutions, conjunction, ellipsis and lexical cohesion

in writing analytical expository text.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION, AND SUGGESTION

A. Conclusion

Based on the findings of the research, it can be concluded that: (1)The
ability of second semester students of English Department of STKIP Tapanuli
Selatan Padangsidimpuan in using cohesive devices in writing analytical
expository text was poor. (2) The problem of second semester students of
English Department of STKIP Tapanuli Selatan Padangsidimpuan in using
cohesive devices in writing analytical expository text were misused of
grammatical cohesive devices and restricted use of lexical cohesion in writing
analytical expository text (3) The causes problems in using cohesive devices
in writing analytical expository textof second semester students of English
Department of STKIP Tapanuli Selatan Padangsidimpuan were lack of
reading culture or habit students prior knowledge, rote learning, lack of
discussion/competitive learning environment and last was the lack of

proficiency level in English.

B. Implication
There are some implications related to the findings above, such as:

1. This research implies that using cohesive devices in writing analytical
expository text need to be taught by the English lecturer in teaching
writing. In teaching writing, the lecturer can explain about cohesive
devices first before she/he asks the students to write. It means the material

of cohesive devices should be attached on syllabus of writing. If all the
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indicators of cohesive devices are in good represented in paragraph, the
paragraph would be constructed well.

2. The lack of reading culture or habit students prior knowledge, rote
learning, lack of discussion and competitive learning environment and
last was the lack of proficiency level in English were the causes problems
that influence students in using cohesive devices in writing analytical
expository text. So, the special attention should be given to them. The
English writing lecturers need to find a new formula for these problems.

3. By conducting this research, the English writing lecturers can improve
their teaching method about using cohesive devices in writing analytical
expository text in order that the problems in writing can be minimized.

The students should be given time to practice their writing.

C. Suggestion
Based on the conclusion of the research above, the researcher has
some suggestions. They are as follows:

1. Since the ability of students in using cohesive devices in writing
analytical expository text is low average category, the English lecturers,
especially writing lecturers should be able to facilitate their students to
increase the students’ competence in using cohesive devices in writing.
The lecturers should be more intently to teach about cohesive devices and
give some revise and summarize well. So that the students easily

understand how to use an appropriate cohesive devices in writing.
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2. Many writing practices should be given to the students since the using of
cohesive devices in writing analytical expository text is still problematic.
The students should be given much time to practice their writing skill. In
this case, the lecturers should be able to prepare the time for their students

to do their writing.
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