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ABSTRAK 
 
Yasir Amri. 2009. Meningkatkan kemampuan Berbicara Mahasiswa                      
Semester II pada Kelas B di Jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris UIN Suska 
Riau.  
 
 

Permasalahan yang dialami oleh siswa bahasa inggris  semester II dalam 
berbicara bahasa Inggris sangat membutuhkan jalan keluar yang tepat. Dalam hal 
ini, guru sangat diharapkan sekali untuk menemukan sebuah strategi yang bagus 
untuk meningkatkan kemampuan siswa tersebut dalam berbicara yaitu dengan 
mengaplikasikan teknik improvisation sebagai sebuah teknik pengganti teknik 
yang digunakan sebelumnya. 

Penelitian tindakan kelas ini tidak hanya bertujuan untuk mengetahui 
peningkatan kemampuan siswa dalam berbahasa inggris dengan menggunakan 
teknik improvisation akan tetapi juga untuk menemukan faktor- faktor yang 
mempengaruhi kemampuan berbicara siswa tersebut. Penelitian ini dilakukan 
dalam tiga siklus yang mana tiap- tiap siklus terdri dari empat kali pertemuan. 
Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti dibantu oleh seorang kolaborator untuk 
mengumpulkan data yang didapat dari field note, observasi, dan test pada setiap 
siklus tersebut.     
 Setelah menganalisa dan mengkalkulasi data yang diperoleh, hasil 
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Improvisation technique mampu meningkatkan 
kemampuan berbicara siswa dan beberapa faktor seperti teacher’s model, turn-
taking, dan negotiation of meaning, mempengaruhi seluruh indikator kemampuan 
berbicara dan mempengaruhi spontanitas berbicara siswa dan menumbuhkan rasa 
percaya diri. Kesimpulannnya, teknik improvisation merupakan sebuah teknik 
yang bagus bagi siswa dalam meningkatkan kemampuan berbicara bahasa inggris. 
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ABSTRACT 
 
Yasir Amri. 2009. Improving Students’ Speaking Skill by Using         

Improvisations Technique of Semester Two at Class 
B of the English Education Department of UIN Suska 
Riau. 

 
The problems of speaking in English experienced by the students of 

semester two at class B of English education department of UIN Suska Riau 
required to be overcome. The teacher was strongly supposed to change the 
previous strategy of teaching speaking for better improvement by implementing 
improvisations technique. 

The purposes of this research were to explain whether improvisations 
technique can improve the students speaking skill and to explain the factors 
influencing the improvement of speaking skill. This research was carried out in 
three cycles in which each cycle consisted of four meetings. The researcher 
cooperated with a collaborator to gather the data from observation, field notes/ 
recordings and tests in every step of three cycles. 

Having analyzed and calculated the data from the test, observation, field 
notes, and interview, the result of this research shows that improvisation 
technique improved the students’ speaking skill and some factors such as 
teacher’s model, turn-taking, and negotiation of meaning influenced the indicators 
of speaking skill for vocabulary, grammar, comprehension, accent, and fluency 
and students’ spontaneity and confidence. In short, improvisation is a good 
technique for the students to improve their speaking skill. 
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CHAPTER I 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Speaking is the first manifestation of a language as well as the most frequently 

occurring medium in communicative acts. The existence of speaking as a 

communicative act is inseparable with the situations of social relationship and 

social expectation. These situations can obviously be seemed from the ways of 

people in proceeding, resulting, and responding statements or expressions in their 

interaction, related to what environments they are involved in. The interaction 

yielded in speaking not only involves a feedback and willingness on responses but 

also performs collaborative exchange of thought, feeling among people. In spite of 

as apart of the language skills, speaking is importantly considered to learn a long 

with important elements such as, grammar and structure, pronunciation, spelling, 

etc. All of the elements are valuable to improve the ability of students in learning 

speaking. Therefore, speaking is viewed as the most importantly considered skill 

to be taught in the teaching of English.   

The teaching of speaking to English students at UIN Suska Riau has begun 

since the first semester until the third semester divided into three levels, namely: 

Speaking I, Speaking II, and Speaking III. In teaching- learning process of 

speaking, the students have been taught some techniques and strategies by the 

lecturers, expected to enable them to speak English fluently. Furthermore, they are 

also obligated to be involved in speaking activities such as ECC (English 

Conversation Club) containing about debates, speech contest, and some English 

games held every Saturday and even outdoor program as annual program 
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purposed to improve their speaking skill. Ideally, all techniques and strategies as 

well as speaking activities applied to the students are to help them speak English 

well. But what is expected from the teaching and the activities is contrary to the 

reality. Most of the students are still poor in speaking. They still have some 

difficulties in speaking English. 

Based on the researcher’s teaching experience and observation as speaking 

lecturer to the students of class B at semester two of English Education of UIN 

Suska Riau, he found that the weaknesses of the students’ speaking referred to 

produce sentences well, pronounce words of English appropriately, express ideas, 

comprehend and brainstorm a topic discussed in small- group discussion, and 

have lack of vocabulary. It was also strengthened and proved by the percentages 

taken from both mid and final semester results as the following:  four of 32 

students were categorized in excellent students, eight students were categorized in 

good students, and the others were categorized in poor students. It means that 12% 

was categorized in excellent students, 22% was categorized in good students, and 

66% was categorized in poor students. 

The percentages above have indicated that the speaking ability of the students 

of class B is still poor, seriously needs an improvement, so that the target of 

learning speaking is achievable. In this case, lecturer should find a better 

technique than previous ones, able to encourages and improve more the students’ 

speaking skill.  

Actually, there has been a technique enabling the students to improve their 

speaking skill, called improvisation technique. This technique has not actually 
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been introduced and applied to the students in teaching speaking at UIN Suska 

yet. Confidently, this technique is able to help the students achieve the 

improvement of their speaking. More over, it is to encourage and make the 

students speak naturally and spontaneously without preparation. By applying this 

technique, the students are motivated to speak more fluently and explore the 

feeling exchange in their own speaking. This statement is strengthened by many 

researchers that one of them is Berlinger (2000: 4) claims, working with 

improvisation can be a highly successful learning experience for students that 

motivates more them to generate imaginative and detailed ideas, and also greatly 

expand their vocabulary, actively practice language skill and obtain greater 

fluency. More over, it is able to emerge and strengthen the students’ self- 

confidence in speaking.    

Therefore, the researcher is interested in applying this technique in his class 

because the researcher assumes that this technique will be useful to help the 

students to overcome their difficulties in speaking. In short, this research entitles 

“Improving students’ speaking skill by using Improvisations Technique of 

semester two at Class B of English Education Department of UIN Suska 

Riau.”  

 
B. Identification of Problem 

    Based on the background of the problems above, it can be identified that there 

are factors that cause students’ speaking problems. Firstly, the problem is from 

students them selves namely; the students are weak in producing sentences 

appropriately, having lack of vocabulary, pronouncing words correctly, expressing 
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ideas, and comprehending and brainstorming the topics discussed in speaking 

term. Secondly, the problem is from previously inappropriate speaking techniques 

applied by the teacher in teaching speaking.     

 
C. Focus of the Problem 

Pertaining to the identification of the problem above, the researcher only 

limits the research on the problems of identification of problem, namely: the 

students are still weak in producing sentences well, expressing their ideas, having 

lack of vocabulary, and comprehending and brainstorming the topic discussed in 

speaking term and inappropriate speaking technique applied by the teacher 

previously. Therefore, the researcher would like to try solving the students’ 

speaking problems by using improvisation technique. 

 
D. Research Questions  

      The problems above are more elaborated in the form of research questions. 

1. To what extent can improvisation technique improve the students’ speaking 

skill of semester two at class B of English Education Department of UIN Suska 

Riau? 

2. What factors influence the improvement of students’ speaking skill of semester 

two at class B by using improvisation technique at English Education Department 

of UIN Suska Riau? 
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E. Purposes of the Research 

The purpose of this research is  

1. To explain whether improvisation technique can improve the students’ speaking 

skill of semester two at class B of English Education Department of UIN Suska 

Riau.  

2. To explain the factors influencing the improvement of the students’ speaking 

skill of semester two at class B by using improvisation technique at English 

education department of UIN Suska Riau 

 
F. Importance of the Research 

The importance of this research is as follows:  

1.  The result of this research is helpful to give information in teaching speaking 

in both technique and strategies through Improvisation technique.  

2. The result of this research is useful for the teachers as reference to use 

Improvisation technique in teaching speaking. 

3.  The result of this research is also very useful for the other researchers to get 

input of relevant researches.  

 
G. Definition of the key Terms 

To avoid misinterpretation in understanding about the research, the key terms 

are defined as follows: 

1. Improvisations technique is a speaking technique applied by the teacher to 

solve  the students’ speaking problem 
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2.  Speaking skill is the ability of the students of semester two at class B of 

English Education Department of UIN Suska in speaking, communicating, 

and expressing something in speaking subject. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS, AND SUGGESTIONS 

 
A. Conclusions 

Having completed the analysis of the data based on the findings of this 

classroom action research is concluded as follows: 

1. Improvisation technique improves the students’ speaking skill. 

2.  The factors influence the improvement of the students’ speaking skill as 

in the following: 

A. Management of Interaction (teacher model) 

a. The students are encouraged to develop many ideas when they act out 

the improvisational drama situations.  

b. The students feel unworried about making mistakes in grammar when 

playing out the improvisational drama situations. 

c. The students have good confidence in communicating their ideas in 

improvisational drama. 

d. The speaking class becomes active and enjoyable. 

 
B. Turn- taking  

a. The students are able to broaden their vocabulary as much as possible 

b. The students are able to speak spontaneously and naturally. 

c. The students can control themselves in speaking when acting out the 

dramatic situations of improvisation 
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C.  Negotiation of Meaning  

a. The students can activate their prior knowledge, mimic, gesture when 

acting out the improvisational drama situations. 

b. The students have good comprehension and fluency in speaking 

English. 

 
B. Implications 

Improvisation technique improve the students’ speaking skill and 

influences some factors of the students’ speaking skill in terms of accent, 

grammar, vocabulary, fluency and comprehension, and confidence as well. It can 

be implied that improvisation technique is very useful in teaching speaking. 

 
C. Suggestions 

Referring to the conclusions and implications of this research, some 

suggestions can be given as follows: 

1. The researcher as an English lecturer should continue using improvisation 

technique in teaching speaking class. 

2. The researchers conducting a research related improvisation technique can 

use this research finding as relevant research 

3. The English teachers having the same situation and condition can use 

improvisation technique in teaching speaking. 

 

 

 



 90

 



 90

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Arikunto, Suharmi. 1993. Prosedur Penelitian. Jakarta: 
 Rineka Cipta.  
 
Ainsworth, D. 2008. Speak up, with confident. Retrieved: 13 May 2008 

http: //www.use.edu/uscnew/stories/1477/html.  
 
Barkheuizen, G. P. 1998. Discovering Learners’ Perception of ESL Classroom 

Teaching/ Learning Activities in South African Context. TESOL quarterly. 
V32 

 
Berlinger, R. M. 2000. Encouraging English Expression through Script- Based on 

Improvisation. Retrieved: 13 may 2008 
http://iteslj.org/techniques/BerlingerscriptImprov.html.  

 
Bennet. 2006. Teaching English Language Art: Improve ideas. Retrieved: 12 may 

2008 http://wiki.elearning.ubc.ca/tela/improideas.  
 
Brown, H. Douglas. 1994. Principles of Language in Learning and Teaching 

Eaglewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, Inc. 
 
Brown, G.Yule, G. 1983. Discourse Analysis. University Press. Cambridge. 

Dobson, M. J. 1981. Effective Techniques for English Conversation Groups. 
Washington D.C: English Language Program Division Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs United States Information Agency. 

 
Ellis, G, Sinclair. 1989. Learning to Learn English. Cambridge: 
 Cambridge University Press 
 
Gay, L.R, and Peter. A. 2000. Educational Research: Competencies for Analysis 

and Application (6th  ed). New Jersey: Prentice- hall, Inc 
 
Gaudart, H. 1990. Using Drama Technique in Language Teaching. in Reading in 

TESL vol. 2: Essay in Honor of Basil Wijasuriya. Melta Publication 
(Malaysian English Language Teaching Association) (Eric Reproduction 
Services No. ED 366197) 

  
Harmer,J. 1985. The Practice of English Language Teaching. New York: 

Longman Press.  
 
Hornby, AS. 1995. Oxford Advanced learner’s Dictionary of Current English. 

Singapore: Oxford University Press. 
 


