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ABSTRAK 

 

Anamaryanti.2014. Kemampuan Siswa dan Masalah Siswa dalam Menulis Teks 

Review pada Kelas XII SMAN 4 Kerinci. Tesis. Program Pasca Sarjana. Universitas 

Negeri Padang. 

 

  Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui kemampuan siswa dalam menulis 

review text, masalah-masalah yang dihadapi siswa dalam menulis  teks review dan 

penyebab masalah tersebut. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian deskriptif. Subjek dalam 

penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas XII IPA SMAN 4 Kerinci yang terdiri dari 12 siswa 

laki-laki dan 13 siswa perempuan. Instrumen yang digunakan sebagai alat 

pengumpulan data dalam penelitian ini adalah berupa data kuantitatif dan data 

kualitatif. Data kuantitatif diperoleh dari tes menulis yang dilaksanakan di kelas. Data 

kualitatifdiperoleh dariwawancara yang dilakukan terhadap 25 orang siswa. Data 

kuantitatif dan kualitatif tersebut dikelompokkan berdasarkan indikatornya masing-

masing. Hasil dari analisa kuantitatif dan kualitatif diinterpretasikan dan menjadi 

temuan penelitian. 

 Dari hasil penelitian, penulis menemukan bahwa kemampuan siswa dalam menulis 

review adalah cukup. Nilai rata-rata siswa dalam menulis teks review adalah 64,84. 

Meskipun nilai rata-rata siswa dikategorikan cukup, siswa juga menemukan masalah 

dalam menulis teks review. Masalah-masalah mereka berhubungan dengan kosa kata, 

tata bahasa, struktur umum, mengorganisasikan ide dan ejaan serta tanda baca. 

Temuan juga menunjukkan bahwa penyebab masalah tersebut adalah pengaruh 

bahasa pertama, bahasa sasaran yang begitu sulit, dan kurangnya pengetahuan siswa 

tentang komponen dalam menulis teks review. 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Anamaryanti.2014. Students‟ Ability and Problems in Writing Review at Grade XII  

SMAN 4 Kerinci. Thesis. Graduate Program. State University of Padang. 

 

  This research was aimed to find out the students‟ ability in writing review 

text, the students‟ problems in writing review text and the causes for the problems. 

The design of research was descriptive. The subject of the research was the students 

of class XII IPA  in SMAN 4 Kerinci which consisted of 12 boys and 13 girls. 

Instruments used to collect the data in this research are quantitative data and 

qualitative data. The quantitative data were from the writing test conducted in the 

class. The qualitative data were from the result of interview done to 25 students. The 

quantitative and qualitative data were grouped based on the indicators. The result 

from quantitative analyzing and qualitative analyzing were interpreted to get the 

result of the research.  

From the result of the research, the writer found that the students‟ ability in 

writing review text was fair. The average score of the students on writing review text 

was 64,84. Although the students‟ ability was fair, the students also found some 

problems in writing review text; they are: vocabulary, grammar, generic structure, 

organizing idea and mechanics. It was found that the factors which caused the 

students‟ problems were interference of first language, complexity of target language 

and lack of knowledge about writing components. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem 

Writing is an essential language skill. Someone is able to express his ideas 

and thoughts by writing. Through writing, he can restate information that he 

understands from texts or articles as well as information that he listens to. 

Moreover, it is also a very useful language skill to deliver information through 

written communication. 

Writing is also  important for the students to convey their ideas or messages. 

Writing is a process of communicating something through paper to a reader. In 

writing activity, the students are needed to be able to produce an effective and 

interesting composition, which combine the ability of the students in expressing 

their ideas in their mind and the students‟ knowlegde about grammatical patterns. 

Since writing is important, there are some types of text which are stated for 

teaching writing  at grade XII, namely: explanation, narrative, discussion and 

review text. Each text has different purpose, generic structure and language 

features. Review text is a text that has the purpose to criticize or evaluate an art 

work or event for a public audience (Sudarwati and Grace, 2006: 190).The text is 

also used to criticize the events or art works for the reader or listener, such as 

movies, shows, competitions, etc.  It comprises four main organizations; 

orientation (background information of the text), interpretative recount (summary 

of an art work), evaluation (personal opinion about an art work), and evaluative 

1 
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summation . Its characteristics can be seen through its language features. They 

focus on using modals, noun phrases, compound and complex sentences, simple 

present tense and simple past tense. 

From the researcher‟s observation, the students faced some problems in 

writing. Based on  the researcher‟s interview with the English teacher in SMAN 4 

Kerinci, the students  of class XII IPA still had problems in writing, especially in 

writing review text. The teacher said that there were some problems of the students 

in writing review text. First, the students have lack of motivation to write review 

text.When then teacher asked them to write, they just kept silent, and they did not 

know what they wanted to write. That‟s why, if there was a writing task, some of 

studens liked cheating and need extra time to finish it.Second, the studentsdid not 

use a good strategy when they were writing review text for example they didn‟t 

write the draft and they didn‟t  write the question related to what they wanted to 

write. Third, the students had  less of knowlegde about components of review text. 

Related to the components of writing review text, the students had problems to use 

the English vocabulary. Based on the preliminary datawhich were taken from 

students, it was indicated that  60% of the students used inappropriate words on 

their writing. For example, one of the students wrote “The man has tall 

motivation” instead of “The man has high motivation”. The data shows that the 

students got confused in choosing the appropriate words when they wrote a text. 

The students also found problem in generic structure. The preliminary data from 

class XII IPA at SMAN 4 Kerinci showed around 40% of the students made errors 
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 in generic structure.Some of the students did not know how to start their 

writing that reflects the orientation of the text. The student didn‟t write the 

background of an art work, they just state the name of an art work without giving 

the writer of the art work.Another problem related generic structure  is in writing 

evaluation.  The students did‟t  give evaluation for the art work, where they didn‟t 

state their  opinion (judgement) about the weaknesses or strength of an art work. 

The students just wrote orientation and summary of the art work. They said that it 

was difficult to give opinion about an art work. 

In order to help the students in writing review text, their ability, their 

problems and the causes of the problems need to be analyzed. Analyzing students‟ 

ability in writing review text would help to find out their problems and the causes 

of their problemsin writing review text. Therefore, the researcher was interested in 

analyzing the students‟ ability in writing review text, their problems and the causes 

of the problems. 

 

B. Identification of the Problem 

There are some problems identified in the background of the problems above. 

First, the students‟ motivation in writing is still low. Second,the students do not 

use the good strategy when they are writing review text, it makes the students do 

not produce good writing. Third,the students have less of knowlegde about 

components of review text. Therefore, some students do not know what should be 

done in writing review text and it makes them lazy to write.  
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C. Limitation of the Problem 

  Based on the identification of the problem above, the researcher limitedthe 

problem on the students‟ knowlegde about the components of review text by 

focusing on the students‟ ability and problems in writing review text at grade 

XIIIPA SMAN 4 Kerinci. 

 

D. Research Questions 

The questions of the research are as follows: 

1. How is the students‟ ability in writing review text at grade XII SMAN 4 

Kerinci? 

2. What problems do the students have in writing review text at grade XII 

SMAN 4 Kerinci? 

3. What are the causes ofthe students‟ problems in writing review text at 

grade XII SMAN 4 Kerinci? 

 

E. Purpose of the Research 

The purpose of the research are: 

1.to explain the students ability in writing review text at grade XII SMAN 4 

Kerinci. 

2.to explain the students‟ problems in writing a review text at grade XII 

SMAN 4 Kerinci. 

             3. to explain the causes of the students‟ problems in writing review text at 

grade XII SMAN 4 Kerinci? 
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F. Sifnificance of The Research 

After knowing  students‟ ability, problems and causes of the students‟ 

problems  in writing review text, the finding of this research are expected to be 

beneficial for the English teachers as information in developing students‟ quality 

in learning English especially in writing review text.So, the teachers can try to 

guide the students to the right way in writing review text.Moreover, by knowing 

the students‟ ability and problems in writing review text, the English teacher can 

help the students to give judgement into an art work. 

Besides, the research can be used as the reference for those who wantto 

conduct  a research in writing , especially in writing review text. 

 

G. Definition of Key Terms 

1. Review Text is a type oftext which has function to give evaluation to the art 

work that informs people about its strength and weaknesses. 

2. Students‟ ability in writing review text is an ability in producing a text that 

gives an opinion about an art work by stating  its strengths and weaknesses. 

3. Students‟ problems in writing review text is the problems that the students 

face in writing a text that gives an opinion about an art work by stating its 

strengths and weaknesses. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the data analysis, the students‟ ability in writing review text 

at grade XII IPA SMAN 4 Kerinci was fair.It was showed from the finding 

that the average score that the students got was 64.84in the range score of 56-

65.It indicates that the students‟ ability in writing review text at grade XII 

SMAN 4 Kerinci wascategorized at fair. 

Then,in writing review text the students got problems inusing 

vocabulary, grammar, generic structure, organizing idea and mechanics.The 

students‟ problems in vocabularywere verb, noun, adjective,and adverb.The 

students‟ problems in grammar were modal, noun phrase, compound and 

complex sentence, simple present and simple past. The students‟ problems in 

generic structure were incomplete generic structure, combination of 

orientation, interpretative recount and evaluation. In organizing idea, the 

students‟ problems were incomplete paragraph, paragraph that had no idea 

and paragraph that had more than one idea. The students‟ problems in 

mechanics were in using spelling and punctuation. 

The students‟ problems in writing review text were caused by some 

factors. The factors which caused the students had problems in writing review 

text were interference of first language,complexity of target language and lack 

of knowledge about writing components. 

132 
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B. Implication 

There are some implications related to the finding of the reserach. They are: 

1. Interference of first language is one of the sources of the students‟ problem 

in writing review text. Transferring languages which have different words 

and rules to construct a sentence make the students had problems in writing 

review text.  

2. Complexity of the target language can be as a factor that causes the students‟ 

problems in writing review text. In fact, by mastering the rules of English 

can help the students to understand English well. 

3. Lack of knowledge about the writing components can influence the students 

to get problems in writing review text.In fact, the implementation of an 

interesting strategy in teaching review text can help the students to 

understand the writing components. 

 

C. Suggestion 

Based on the findings and conclusions of this research, the researcher 

would like to give some suggestion as follows: 

1. The students should master the rules of English. So that, they can avoid  the 

interference of of their language, and they can know the rules for the 

complexity of English. 

2. The English teachers are suggested to explain the writing components of 

review text by using good mediain order to get the students‟ understanding 

about the writing components of review text. 
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3. Other researchers are suggested to continue this research in order to to getthe 

solutions for the students‟ problems in writing review text. 
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