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ABSTRAK

Harris, Allieni. 2014. An Analysis of Students’ Difficulties in Writing Recount
Text at Tenth Grade of SMA N 1 Sungai Limau. Tesis. Program Pascasarjana.
Universitas Negeri Padang

Penelitian ini berawal dari masalah rendahnya ketermapilan siswa dalam
menulis terutama dalam penggunaan grammar pada siswa SMA N 1 Sungai Limau.
Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk melihat kemampuan siswa dalam
mengembangkan recount texts, serta menemukan kesulitan yang dihadapi oleh siswa.

Penelitian ini adalah penelitian quantitative. Populasi pada penelitian ini
adalah siswa kelas X SMA N 1 Sungai Limau. selain itu, teknik cluster sampling
digunakan untuk memilih sampel yakni kelas X.1 dan X.3. Instrumen yang digunakan
berupa tes menulis. Data dari tes menulis siswa di analisa berdasarkan indikator dan
kemudian diinterpertasikan dan menjadi temuan penelitian.

Dari hasil penelitian ini, ditemukan bahwa siswa memiliki kemampuan yang
lemah dalam menulis recount texts dengan nilai rata-rata 2.3. Berdasarkan test yang
telah diberikan, ditemukan pula kesulitan yang dihadapi oleh siswa ketika menulis
recount texts, yakni dalam penggunaan language features. Kesulitan ini berhubungan
dengan penggunaan simple past tense, action verb, linking verb, dan pronoun.
Penyebab dari kesulitan ini adalah interlingual transfer, intralingual transfer, dan
kurangnya kosa kata yang dimiliki oleh siswa.

Maka dapat disimpulkan bahwa siswa masih mengalami banyak kesulitan
dalam menulis sebuah kalimat yang baik dan benar di dalam recount texts sesuai
dengan aturan yang berlaku. Lebih lanjut, berdasarkan hasil penelitian ini diharapkan
guru dapat memberikan teknik pengajaran yang lebih baik dan siswa dapat
melakukan lebih banyak latihan untuk meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam
menulis recount text.



ABSTRACT

Harris, Allieni. 2014. An Analysis of Students’ Difficulties in Writing Recount
Text at Tenth Grade of SMA N 1 Sungai Limau. Thesis. Graduate Program. State
University of Padang

This research based on students’ low of ability in writing especially in using
correct grammar at SMA N 1 Sungai Limau. This research aims to find out students’
ability and their difficulties in writing recount texts at tenth grade of SMA N 1 Sungai
Limau.

This research is quantitative research. The subject of this research was
students of SMA N 1 Sungai Limau. Cluster sampling was used to take the sample.
The sample of this research was the students of class X.1 and X.3. The instrument of
this research was writing test of recount texts. Then, the score was analyzed based on
indicators. Then, it was interpreted to get the findings.

Based on the analysis, students’ ability in writing recount text was weak with
mean 2.3. Furthermore, it was found students’ difficulties in writing recount texts in
using language features. They were in using simple past tense, action verb, linking,
and pronoun. The causes these difficulties were Interlingual transfer, Intralingual
transfer, and lack of vocabulary.

It can be concluded that students still have some difficulties in writing correct
sentences in recount texts. Moreover, it is hoped that teachers can give better
techniques in teaching writing and students can do many practices to improve their
ability in writing recount text.
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CHAPTERII

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Writing is one of the skills that should be mastered by students when
they are learning a language, so there are some reasons for them to master it.
First, writing is an activity to deliver information in written form by combining
and arranging words. Then, writing is a form of communication to deliver
thoughts or to express feelings through written forms. It is used as a media to
inform something and help writers to communicate with the readers about their
ideas, thoughts, and feelings in various written forms.

That is why writing is an important skill for students learning a
language. In addition, by writing students can generate more knowledge because
when they are going to write, they should have a lot of ideas and information to
write. It means that what students write can show how much knowledge they
have got. Furthermore, writing can help students to improve their critical
thinking. Because, when they write, they need to evaluate and then consider
what kind of information they should deliver to readers. Thus, they need to select
words to reflect their thought about the subject appropriately. In short, students
can use writing as a media to communicate with other people and to entertain

readers or they can write letters or e-mails to make their communication easier.



In addition, writing is one of the skills that must be learned by students
in learning English beside listening, speaking, and reading. At senior high
school in Indonesia, the students have to learn writing to enable them to produce
texts that can improve their competence to communicate with other people in
written forms. According to the curriculum that is used in Indonesia, the students
have to be able to produce a text as an expression of their thoughts. They can
write and express their ideas in written forms to help them interact in the society.
Then, they are required to be able to produce kinds of texts (genre).

One of the texts that should be mastered by students is recount text.
Based on the syllabus of senior high school, recount text is taught at the first
semester of tenth grade students and it has been learned by the students when
they were in junior high school. Recount text is a text that tells someone past
experiences. Recount is retelling pas events in order to inform or entertain about
what and when it happened (Gerot and Wignel, 1994:194). In other words,
recount text can be said as a text that is used by students to deliver their feelings.
Thus, the students have to know the characteristics of recount text. They should
understand the generic structure and language features of recount texts.
Orientation, series of events and re- orientation are parts of the generic structure
in recount texts. If they want to write a recount text, they need to follow this
organization. For the language features, recount text uses simple past tense,

action verbs, personal pronoun, and emotives.



However, students still got some problems in writing recount texts.
They got problem in choosing appropriate words to present their ideas. They
needed to select which words that were suitable for their writing, and presented
their ideas and their feeling about the experience that they had. Because recount
text talks about one’s experience, the students must use words that can present
what have already happened in the past well.

Then, students got difficulties in organizing their ideas that come in
their mind and deliver them in the written forms. Because each text has different
generic structure, the students should know what the arrangement of a recount
text is. They have to understand how to deliver their ideas based on its generic
structure. They need to learn what idea should come first. A good organization
of ideas in recount text will help readers to understand the stories or experiences
of the writers. According to Gerot and Wignel (1994:194), for the generic
structure, orientation is the first thing that should be written by students. Then,
the students can continue to write some events in their recount text and after that
they can conclude their story by writing re-orientation.

The next problem that students got in writing recount texts was using
correct grammar. The students needed to use correct and appropriate grammar to
arrange the words that they already have. Grammar is the rule of language and
each language has different rules and it is important for students to apply the

grammar when arranging their ideas because if they do not use correct grammar



in writing, the ideas that they deliver are hard to comprehend. For a recount text,
the students have to consider the use of language features. When writing a
recount text, students need to use specific participant, action verbs,
circumstances places and time, use past tense, and focus on temporal sequence
(Gerrot and Wignel, 1994:194). Because of that, the students need to learn more
about the use of appropriate grammar to make their writing intelligible to the
readers.

In order to prove this argument, a preliminary research was conducted on
25" February 2014 to see the students’ products in writing a recount text. This
preliminary research was conducted for 22 students at tenth grade of senior high
school in SMA N 1 Sungai Limau. The data acquisition of this preliminary
research was helped by one of the English teacher in the school. The students
were asked to write a recount text about their last holiday.

Based on the result of the preliminary research, it was found that 79%
students could not write recount text well. The students did many mistakes in
writing recount texts. One of the example was | am go to rice field. This
example showed that the students did not understand about grammar. For
recount text, the students should use past tense as the language feature. However,
they still got difficulties to differentiate the tenses. They got confused to apply

the correct grammar based on the text they write. Considering the fact that was



faced, it was important to categorize the students’ ability in writing recount texts
in order to find other difficulties that students face when writing recount texts.
Related to this, there were some researchers that investigated students’
ability and problems in writing. Iswahyuni (2014) conducted a research with
title “Error Analysis on The Use of Simple Past Tense in Recount Texts Written
by the 8t Grade Students of SMPN 3 Probolinggo”. The finding of this research
showed that based on surface strategy taxonomy, there were error in omissions,
additions, misformations and disordering. Then, Erma (2008) did a research
related to the students’ ability in recount text. The title of this research is “An
Analysis of Generic Structure in Students Writing of Recount Texts: A Case at
Year VIII Students of Junior High School 27 Padang™. It was found that students
could not able to develop their idea in writing orientation, events, and
reorientation. Karani (2008) also did a research with the title “ Area of Problem in
Writing Recount Texts”. The research was conducted at SMP 10, Palang Karaya.
The findings of this research showed that the area of students’ problem in
writing recount texts was content, grammar, organization, vocabulary, and
spelling.
Although some researches have been conducted on this text, more
information about students’ writing recount text were still needed to explore.
Even so, this research did not only focus on how students’ ability in writing

recount text, but also this research investigated and analyzed the students’



difficulties in writing recount text and the causes of the students’ difficulties in
writing recount text.
B. Identification of the Problem
Based on preliminary research at SMA N 1 Sungai Limau and previous
research, it was found that the students were not able to write recount texts well.
One of the problems that was found in writing recount texts is the students could
not write recount text with correct grammar. They got confused to use grammar
effectively based on the text they wanted to write. They just wrote sentences that
came into their mind without considering the rules of language.
C. Limitation of the Problem
Based on the problem identified above, the limitation of this research was
to analyze the students’ difficulties in writing recount text. This research also
wanted to find some causes which made the students’ difficulties in writing
recount text. However, in order to find the students’ difficulties in writing recount
text, the analysis of students’ ability in writing recount text was done first.
D. Formulation of the Problem
The problem of this research was formulated in this following question:
“What were students’ difficulties in writing recount text at SMA N 1 Sungai

Limau?”



E. Research Questions
Based on the formulation of the problem mentioned above, the research
questions were stated as follow:
1. How was students’ ability in writing recount text at SMA N 1 Sungai
Limau?
2. What were students’ difficulties in writing recount text at SMA N 1 Sungai
Limau?
3. Why did students get difficulties in writing recount text at SMA N 1
Sungai Limau?
F. Purposes of the Research
Based on the research questions stated above, the purpose of this research is:
1. To investigate how students’ ability in writing recount text at SMA N 1
Sungai Limau
2. To find out students’ difficulties in writing recount text at SMA N 1
Sungai Limau
3. To find out the causes of students’ difficulties in writing recount texts at
SMA N 1 Sungai Limau and try to give the solution to the difficulties
G. Significance of the Research
The findings of this research were expected could give contribution to the

teaching and learning foreign language.



1. Contribution to the practical learning, this research is to give more
information about students’ ability in writing recount text. Besides, this
research can give contribution to teachers. By knowing their students’
difficulties, they can improve their teaching so that the students can write a
text well. In addition, this can help the headmaster of the school be aware
about the facility that should be fulfilled in order to improve the quality of
teaching and learning English, especially writing.

2. Contribution to development of teaching writing recount texts, this research is
to enlarge the knowledge of the researcher and support the theories of recount
text and writing. Furthermore, this research can be used as one of basic
theories for further research.

H. Definition of Key Terms
To avoid confusion of readers in understanding the topic that is discussed,

some key term are in involved in this part:
1. Writing: an activity of transferring ideas into a good written form by
considering some elements such as grammar, vocabulary and mechanics.
2. Recount text: a text which tells about past experience chronologically.
3. Analysis : a careful study of something to learn about its parts, what they

do, and how they are related to each other



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

A. Conclusion

Based on the findings in the chapter 4, it can be concluded that the students’
writing ability in recount texts at the tenth grade of SMA N 1 Sungai Limau was
weak. It was based on the analysis of all of indicators in this research, concerning
with generic structure and language features of recount texts.

Then, the weak of students’ ability in writing recount texts was because some
difficulties faced by students. The difficulties were dealing with the language
features of recount texts. It was proven by the data of students’ writing recount
texts. It was found that students did many mistakes in using simple past tense,
action verb, linking verb, and pronoun.

In addition, based on the analysis of students’ writing, it was found some
causes that made students did some mistakes in writing recount texts. The first
cause was interlingual transfer. The students’ mother tongue was still influenced the
way of students’ writing. The next cause of students’ difficulties was intralingual
transfer. It related with the students’ knowledge in using correct grammar. Students
had lack of grammar knowledge that made them did many errors in their writing.
The last cause of students’ difficulties in writing recount texts was lack of
vocabulary. Based on students’ writing, it was found that students used some

inappropriate vocabulary to show their ideas.
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B. Implication
Based on the findings of this research, there are some implications that can be
found:

1. It can be implied that the tenth grade students of SMA N 1 Sungai Limau
have low ability in English especially in writing skill. So, students should
learn more how to write well especially in writing recount text.

2. It can be implied that students did many errors in their writing recount text.
It means that students should hard work to learn about language features of
recount texts and do some exercises to avoid the same errors when writing.

3. It also can be implied that students still used their mother tongue in writing
recount text, because of that students have to try to use English in their daily
life.

C. Suggestion

Based on the result of this research, the students’ ability in using appropriate
language features in writing recount texts was categorized low. It is important to
improve the students’ comprehension about the language features. Therefore, it is
suggested that teachers can emphasize the materials which relate to the use of
language features in contexts. It is hoped that teachers may give several exercises
which focus not only on arranging the components of language but also how to use it

appropriately in the texts in order to decrease the students’ difficulties writing texts.
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It is also suggested that teachers are able to search and apply techniques in
teaching writing. The technique in teaching writing should be able to promote the
students’ ability in arranging and relating the ideas, choosing the words, and using the
tenses. Giving more exercise to the students is quite important to control the students’
progress in writing ability, especially in developing the generic structure and
language features. As well, teachers may offer feedback for the students’ writing in
order to improve the writing ability. Through this research, it is also hoped that
teachers can distribute the result of the research to the students, thus students will

know their weaknesses.
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