IMPROVING STUDENTS’ VOCABULARY IN WRITING

SENTENCES THROUGH TEACHING AFFIXES
AT THE GRADE X STUDENTS OF SMA N 2 SAWAHLUNTO

THESIS

Written By :

RINAWATI

81413

Submitted as Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements to obtain
a degree in Magister of Education (M.Pd)

ENGLISH EDUCATION SECTION
GRADUATE PROGRAM

STATE UNIVERSITY OF PADANG
2008



ABSTRAK

Rinawati, 2009. Meningkatkan Kosa Kata dalam Menulis Kalimat melalui
Kegiatan Pengajaran Affixes Siswa Kelas X SMA N 2
Sawahlunto Kota Sawahlunto. Thesis. Padang: Program
Pascasarjana Universitas Negeri Padang.

Banyak Siswa yang telah duduk di kelas X SMA N 2 Sawahlunto Kota
Sawahlunto masih belum mampu menulis kalimat dalam bahasa Inggris dengan baik.
Para siswa ini mengalami kesulitan dalam menentukan kata benda, kata sifat, kata kerja
dan kata keterangan yang berkaitan dengan penggunaan awalan dan akhiran. Sehingga
siswa tidak memiliki banyak kosa kata sehingga menyebabkan siswa tidak mampu
menulis kalimat dengan baik. Fenomena ini menarik untuk diselidiki untuk dicarikan
jalan keluarnya.

Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk mengobservasi apakah kegiatan pengajaran
affixes bisa meningkatkan kosa kata mereka di dalam menulis kalimat dalam bahasa
Inggris dikalangan siswa kelas X SMA N 2 Sawahlunto Kota Sawahlunto.

Penelitian ini diklasifikasikan ke dalam penelitian tindakan kelas. Data
dikumpulkan melalui observasi, test dan wawancara. Lembaran tersebut digunakan untuk
memperoleh informasi tambahan dari siswa.

Peneliti menemui bahwa banyak siswa yang menghadapi beberapa masalah dalam
menulis kalimat karena mereka tidak bisa membedakan antara kata benda, kata sifat, kata
kerja dan kata keterangan yang dibentuk dari awalan dan akhiran sehingga mereka
memiliki ketiadaan kosa kata sehingga mereka menghadapi kesulitan dalam
mengekspresikan kalimat. Masalah kedua adalah para siswa tersebut mereka tidak
mampu membentuk kata benda, kata sifat, kata kerja dan kata keterangan karena mereka
tidak mengenal awalan dan akhiran. Masalah ini disebabkan oleh strategi guru dalam
mengajarkan kosa kata karena siswa tidak diajarkan tentang pembentukan kata melaui
awalan dan akhiran.Temuan dari penelitian ini telah menjawab pertanyaan penelitian —
bahwa kegiatan pengajaran affixes dapat meningkatkan kosa kata siswa siswa dalam
menulis kalimat Siswa kelas X SMA N 1 Sawahlunto Kota Sawahlunto.



ABSTRACT

Rinawati, 2009. Improving Students’ Vocabulary in Writing Sentences through
Teaching Affixes at the Grade X students o SMA N 2
Sawahlunto. Thesis. Graduate Program, State University of
Padang.

Most of grade X students of SMA 2 Sawahlunto were not able to write sentence
in English well. They had lack of vocabularies and difficulties in orming noun, adjective,
verb and adverb which are related to prefix and suffix. The students did not have a lot of
vocabulary; consequently they were not able to write sentences well. This phenomenon
was interesting to be investigated and found the problem solving.

The purpose of this research is to explain and disclose to what extent teaching
affixes can improve students’ vocabulary in writing sentences at grade X students of
SMA 2 Sawahlunto. The second one is to describe and explain that factors influences the
students’ vocabulary in writing sentences at grade X students of SMA 2 Sawahlunto.

Get more information from the students. This research was classified into
classroom action research. The data were collected through observation, test, and
interview. Then collecting data was used to gett more information from the students.

The researcher found out that most of the students faced some problems in writing
sentences because they could not determine noun, adjective, verb and adverb which are
formed by prefix and suffix as a result they had lack of vocabulary and they had
difficulties in expressing their sentences. The second problem related to students’ ability
to form noun, adjective, verb and adverb because they did not recognize the prefix and
suffix well. These problems were caused by the teacher’s strategy in teaching vocabulary.
The students were not taught how about word formation. The research findings have
answered the research questions that teaching affixes could improve students’ vocabulary
in writing sentences at grade X students of SMA 2 Sawahlunto.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

There are four skills that should be taught by English teachers to the
students and they are expected to master them. The four skills are listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Writing is one of the ways to carry on communication besides
speaking. Through writing people can express their ideas, opinion, or feeling in
various forms such as, in essay, papers, books, poems, novels, letters and research
reports.

Writing is also an interactive process between the reader and the text or
the messages written by the writer. The readers are expected to understand and
comprehend what the writer wants to express and write.

Among the four language skills, many people agree that writing may truly
be considered the most difficult skill for students to master. Writing is considered as a
difficult skill; even in ones own native language. One reason that writing is so
difficult relates to the fact that, a writer’s ideas must use good grammar and
appropriate vocabulary as well.

Moreover, writing is said as a complex process because it involves several
inter connected aspects such as vocabulary, grammar, punctuation, and organization.
In addition, there are five general components in writing. They are content,
organization, grammar, style and mechanism. The students should consider all the

aspect components above to create a good written work.



It is obvious that writing in English plays an important role in our daily
life. Nevertheless, what we found in the field that is, most of the students do not have
ability in writing. When the teacher gives them writing task at home, they feel it is a
very difficult task.

Based on the researcher’s experiences in teaching writing at SMU N 2
Sawahlunto, the difficulties of the students in writing might be caused by the teachers
and the students themselves. The problems that are caused by the teachers might be
the teachers’ sensitivity in applying the most meaningful strategy. The strategy might
not increase students’ vocabularies. And the last from the students themselves, they
get difficulties in choosing words.. The might not know unfamiliar words or the word
classes which are formed by affixes.

Furthermore, based on the observation on students’ exam in 2006/2007, it
was found out that the result of the writing test was very low. In the test, students
were asked to write sentences and the result shows only 3 of 28 students got 6 as the
minimum criteria for the assessment. This phenomenon occurs in the researcher’s
own class of the first year students of SMAN 2 Sawahlunto.

There are some problems that they face in writing sentences. First, they
often get difficulties to express their ideas in writing. They do not have self
confidence to write it. Second, they have lack of vocabularies. Without a sufficient
vocabulary, one cannot communicate effectively or express ideas. Having a limited
vocabulary is also a barrier that prevents students from learning a foreign language.

The third problem is grammatical error, especially in understanding of

affixes. It is also related to word classes. They do not know how to form and



determine verb, adjective, noun and adverb from affixes in sentences. They just put
any words that they found in dictionary without considering whether they are
appropriate for the sentences they write or not. As the result, when the English
teacher reads his or her writing task, he or she is so confused in getting the meaning.

Teaching affixes can be one of the ways to help students compose a good
sentence. Here the students studied first the forms of words or word classes such as
noun, verb, adjective and adverb to improve their vocabulary. Then, they were taught
how to write them in a good sentence. We can see now that learning grammar; in this
case “affixes” is a first step for students to study how words are created and how to
produce their good sentence without grammatical error.

To solve the above problems, the researcher was interested in doing
research in applying word classes formed by affixes not only to increase students

vocabulary but also writing ability at the first year in SMAN 2 Sawahlunto.

B. ldentification of the problem

Based on the researcher’s experiences and diagnoses in SMU N 2
Sawabhlunto, the difficulties of the students in writing might be caused by the teachers
and the students themselves. The problems that are caused by the teachers might be
the teachers’ sensitivity in applying the most meaningful strategy. The strategy might
not increase students’ vocabularies. And the last from the students themselves, they
get difficulties in expressing and organizing ideas. They might not know unfamiliar
words or the structure of words. They often make mistakes in word choice in a

sentence. They do not know affixes and word classes, as a result, and they do not



know how to differentiate verb, adjective, noun and adverb; consequently they can
not put them in appropriate place in sentences. This often makes researcher get
confused when reading the result of their composition because it is hard to understand

them.

C. Limitation of the problem

Because of the limited time, researcher only focused on two problems in
this research. They were in the aspect of increasing the student’s vocabulary in
writing sentences and the method of teaching writing. They did not know how to
form word classes formed by affixes. They could not differentiate which one is verb,
noun, adjective or adverb if they do not know affixes. Those two sources of the
problems were solved by teaching affixes.

The researcher was interested to conduct this research because this

research has not been conducted yet at SMAN 2 Sawahlunto.

D. Formulation of the Problem
This research was to explain the question of:
1. To what extent can the teaching affixes improve students’ vocabulary in
writing sentences at the grade 10 students of SMA N 2 quantitatively and
qualitatively?

2. What factors influence the changes mentioned in point one above?



E. Purpose of the Research

The purpose of the research was to know to what extent the teaching
affixes could enrich students™ vocabulary in writing sentences at the grade 10 students
of SMAN 2 Sawahlunto. And it was to encourage the students to write sentences
intensively, naturally and creatively and they can arrange the sentences correctly as

well.

F. Importance of the Research
The result of this result is expected to give contribution to:
1. Teachers:

e This research is helpful for teachers to improve their teaching strategy and
can overcome the problems that they encounter in teaching vocabulary in
writing sentences.

e The teacher may use teaching affixes to enrich students’ vocabularies.

2. Students:

e It is also expected that this research will help students to improve their
vocabulary through affixes.

e The students will learn word classes formed by affixes so that they can put

the verb, adjective, noun and adverb in appropriate place in sentences.

e The students will get good result after learning by doing affixes.



G. Definition of the Key Terms
To avoid misunderstanding in this research, the key terms are defined as
follows:

a. Students’ vocabulary is amount of English words that they mastered when they
write sentences.

b. An affix is a bound morpheme that occurs before or behind a base. It is the word
parts that are added before or after the base to form these others words are called
affixes.

c. A suffix is a syllable or syllables added at the end of a word or words element to
modify its meaning.

d. Prefix is a word part such as trans- that can be added to the beginning of a root
word to change meaning. It is as the word part which comes at the beginning of a
word.

e. Word Classes - a description of parts of speech - formally belong to the language,

but their function is to help us categorize the world by linguistic means.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION, IMPLICATION AND SUGGESTION

A. Conclusion
Overall, the implication of teaching affixes in teaching writing sentences has
successfully increased students’ vocabulary and writing sentences skill X of SMA N 2
Sawahlunto. The main finding of the research is to improve students’ vocabulary and
writing sentences ability. It can be seen from these results:
a. Most of the students tried to understand the concept of affixes (prefix
and suffix)
b. Most of the students were responsible to the tasks and accepted the task
well and did the tasks seriously and finished them on time.
c. Most of the students were able to write sentences well.
d. The students’ vocabulary was increased significantly.
e. Most of the students were interested in writing sentences activity and
they were able to participate actively in the class.

Related to the second question of this research, the researcher concluded that
there were some factors which influenced students’ motivation and reading
comprehension:

a. Students’ belief about self. They had good self confidence that they could
do writing sentences well. They felt comfortable to write. They could

finish the tasks as well.
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b. Involvement. They participated actively in teaching and learning process.
They worked hard and could finish the task on time. They were never
absent and presented the class on time.

c. Attitude. They were discipline, did the tasks seriously, and initiated to
practice outside the class. They paid fully attention to teacher’s
explanation.

d. The students were motivated because of some reasons, such as they were
also supported by the teacher and their friends; as a result they did not feel
anxiety to write.

e. The teacher used LCD to display the pictures text so they could do the tasks

easily and faster.

B. Implication
In connection with the result of this action research, there are several implications
for the next writing sentences activity:
a. Teaching affixes is good way to be used in writing sentences activity.
b. Teaching affixes can be used to motivate students to be able to write sentences
easily and creatively.

c. Teaching affixes can improve students’ vocabulary.

C. Suggestions

Based on the result of this research, the researcher gives some implications and

suggestion as follow:
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Teacher should motivate the students to write sentences much and more by
teaching affixes. Moreover, the teacher has to explain some advantages of
learning affixes.

Teacher should motivate the students to learn affixes in order to increase their
vocabulary.

Teacher should be patient in introducing the students to be good writers.

Teachers give many writing tasks which can be done at home or outside the
school to the students.

Teacher should control the students’ writing sentences activity outside of class by

using writing report.
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