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ABSTRACT 
 
Azis, Zakri. 2018. 

 Makalah. Jurusan Bahasa Inggris. Fakultas Bahasa dan 
Seni. Universitas Negeri Padang. 

 

more and more terms to support such technology advancement were invented. This 
also happens to aviation terms that also introduces several new terms that might be 
still strange to the public. Therefore, it is necessary to conduct a study on word 
formation of aviation terms in order to facilitate the public understanding of aviation 
terms. The purpose of this study is to analyze the types of word formation of aviation 
terms in English for Aviation Book published by Oxford. This sudy used a descriptive 
qualitative method. The data were the words contained in the listening transcript of 
the book. The data were analyzed based on the theories of word formation proposed 
by Bryson (1990), 
Based on the data analysis, it was found that there are 9 out of 17 types of word 
formation proposed by aforementioned experts. They are (1) Derivation, (2) Inflection, 
(3) Coinage, (4) Conversion, (5) Acronym, (6) Initialism, (7) Compounding, (8) Back-
formation, and (9) Multiple Processes. Among the 9 types of word formation found, 
the type of word formation most frequently used in aviation terms is coinage with the 
frequency of 26 data (38,2%). This finding shows that words used in aviation terms are 
using words become name or brand among aviations. 
 
Keywords: Word formation, Word formation process, Aviation, English for Aviation. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Background of The Study 

Language is a medium to communicate among human in the world. In every 

activity done by human, there is language taking part. et al. 

(1996: 1), language is a system of communication, a medium for thought, a vehicle for 

literary expression, a social institution, a matter for political controversy and a catalyst 

for nation building. To conclude, human cannot be separated with language.  

Every language has its own variation due to its historical value, geographical 

value, and social value (Winford and Migge, 2007). From the historical value point of 

view, for example, African people can speak French language since they had been 

colonized by France. Yet, the French language that they speak is not as French native 

speakers use it because it is sometimes mixed with African language which comes up 

to the variation of French language. Second, the influence of geographical value occurs 

in Europe countries where they speak a language with the variation into their own 

language. For example, German language is spoken by Switzerland people which is 

not adopted as people adopt English as their second or third language. They tend to 

speak mixed German language and Suisse language with the name German-Suisse 

language. Third, from the social value of language, it can be said that language has its 

own variation among social group as example is the object in this study, aviation.  
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These values cause language always develops as well. In relation to language 

development, language users arbitrarily use language whether in the form of 

borrowing, adapting or forming new words in the language they use (Rosa and Zaim, 

2014). Forming new words in linguistics belongs to morphological process or word 

formation process (Bauer, Lieber, and Plag, 2013). Such word formation phenomena 

exist in every language users including aviation terms. 

Holmes (1992:1) states that language and society are interest in 

explaining why we speak differently in different social, context, and it 

concern with identifying the social functions of language and the ways it is 

used to convey social meaning. There are lots of occupations in the world which make 

their own way of using language one of which is aviation. By the observation, the pilot 

and aviation traffic controller (ATC) communicate briefly and using its plane identity 

as it is shown in the conversation below:  

 
Picture 1. Transcript of English for Aviation p.88 
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 Observing the formation of the conversation above, the airplane pilot telling the 

plane series at the end of conversation. In the conversation, Departure which is Air 

Traffic Controller (ATC) is telling the pilot to keep the flight level or height at 8000 

feet due to the air traffic nearby the Departure airport.  

 For example, the word level. It is define in diction as the height of something 

but it can refer to something else when the word level come to aviation work field. 

Another work field is in medical. The word level in aviation refers to the height of the 

airplane flies while in medical one is to differ the services will be used to the patient. 

In this case, it can be said that language has its meaning in certain area. In the 

sociolinguistics study, it is commonly called register. Holmes (1992:246) states that 

the term register here describes the language of groups of people with common interest 

or jobs, or the language used in situational associated with such groups. 

Based on the point of register in sociolinguistics study, the researcher dig the 

language used into the used of words among people in the particular social setting. In 

fact, Oxford released the book for this environment. It is English for Aviation. The 

book will be the source of data since it is for Pilots and Air Traffic Controllers (ATC). 

The book examines the use of English words for its purpose and this study analyzed 

the word formation processes in it. 

The language users are required to have English language proficiency in 

aviation service. It is because they often to use radio such as doing an arrangement 

while the pilot is going to take off or land the plane. 



4 

Picture 2. Transcript of English for Aviation p.86 

This is the example of communication in the radio between the Air Traffic 

Controller and the Pilot of plane with series B344. They do not open the conversation 

as it is in a general conversation. In the transcript, the pilot of B344 is asking for space 

to start up the plane to the ATC but the ATC does not receive the flight plan in its 

system. So, the pilot needs to wait until the ATC gives the flight plan or confirmation 

to take off. 

The English proficiency in aviation is a must if someone wants to join to the 

group of occupation. This is because aviation is used in every country and the service 

is available in every country. It is required since ICAO published the Manual on the 

Implementation of ICAO Language Proficiency Requirements in 2004. To conclude, 

ICAO requires every people who wants to join in aviation service, must good at 

English, as specifically, for aviation. The study of English for aviation itself becomes 

the subject in every aviation school in the world. 

In this paper, the paper comes up with the case of the word formation in 
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Morphology study. Morphology is a study of structure or form. In linguistics, 

morphology means a study of word and word structures, the system of word-forming 

elements and process in a language. It explains how words are forming, and their 

relationship to other words in the same language (Wahyuni and Rosa, 2013). The 

structure of words, part of words such as stem, root, base, and affix, can be analyzed 

through morphology. The process of analyzing word structure is called morphological 

process or word formation process. In English, there are 17 types of word formation 

process: They are, (1) Derivation, (2) Inflection, (3) Coinage, (4) Conversion, (5) 

Acronym, (6) Initialism, (7) Compounding, (8) Cliticization, (9) Back-formation, (10) 

Internal Change, (11) Suppletion, (12) Onomatopoeia, (13) Borrowing, (14) Blending, 

(15) Clipping, (16) Reduplication and (17) Multiple Processes (Bryson, 1990; 

 

.This paper research the use of English language for aviation as the object to 

analyze the word formation use based on the book. By observing the table of contents 

in the book, the researcher found enough kind of communication in aviation 

environment, by usual until emergency condition. In each part of the book, there are 

exercises. So that, the book is used to train the students in Pilot school and Air Traffic 

Controller student in Pilot school and Air Traffic Controller school. 

There are three reasons why this research is important to be conucted. Firstly, 

International Civil Aviation Organization requires people to improve their plain 

English into specified skill area; pronunciation, structure, vocabulary, fluency, 

comprehension and interactions (Ellis and Gerighty, 2008). By this point, the 
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researcher predicts that word formation process exists in this occupation. In fact, ICAO 

has its own English proficiency test for Aviation fellow called Aviation English 

Language Test Service (AELTS). Secondly, misinterpretation of the meaning of the 

word formation related to aviation terms may lead to a serious flight problem. The 

collision of two Boeing 747s on an airport runway in Tenerife, Canary Islands, that 

killed 583 people on March 27th 1977 and the midair collision over northern India of 

a 747 and a Tupolev TU-154 that killed 349 people on November 12th 1996 are 

Albritton, 2014). Finally, there are no previous study that analyzing word formation in 

this skill area. The previous studies tend to analyze novels, movie scripts, short stories, 

and articles in newspaper and another written form in a language. 

1.2. Limitation of  The Study 

This study analyzes the types of word formation process used in the listening 

transcript of English for Aviation book published by Oxford. It is because the research 

research.  To analyze the types of word formation processes, the writer used some 

theories from four linguists which can be categorized to 17 types of word formation. 

They are, (1) Derivation, (2) Inflection, (3) Coinage, (4) Conversion, (5) Acronym, (6) 

Initialism, (7) Compounding, (8) Cliticization, (9) Back-formation, (10) Internal 

Change, (11) Suppletion, (12) Onomatopoeia, (13) Borrowing, (14) Blending, (15) 
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Clipping, (16) Reduplication and (17) Multiple Processes. The details of analyzing the 

types of word formation are elaborated in technique of data analysis section. 

1.3. Formulation of The Problem 

Based on the limitation of the problem above, the research will be formulated 

in the following questions: 

1. What are the types of word formation processes found in Aviation terms? 

2. What are the types of word formation processes which frequently appear in 

Aviation terms? 

1.4. Purposes of The Study 

This research has the purposes, as follows: 

1. To describe the types of word formation processes found in Aviation terms. 

2. To describe the types of word formation processes which frequently appear 

found in Aviation terms. 

1.5. Significance of The Study 

Hopefully, this study may contribute to the other researcher in doing word 

formation research. Based on the basic while studying in Linguistics classes, every 

social group and class has their own language variation of a language, including words. 

Also, Sociolinguistics subject supports this assumption to proceed into a research. 

Aviation is the one of social group that basically is using English language in their 
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communication but it has its variation in it, including words. Also, this study may help 

the readers in exploring same matter as the researcher does. 

1.6. Instrument of The Study 

There are four tools or equipment are needed in this paper. The first one is a 

computer to gain internet access then downloading the data in e-book (.pdf) form in the 

internet. The second is the printer to print the book. The third is English dictionary. 

The fourth instrument is the writing equipment such as pencil or pen, notebook, and 

others in order to write the related data to this paper. 

1.7. Techniques of Data Collection 

There are some steps to collect the data as it follows: 

1. The researcher used a computer to download the English for Aviation 

book on the internet. 

2. The researcher printed the book. 

3. The researcher read the book and highlighted the words that is assumed 

the word formation process occurs. 

4. The researcher took note the words based on the highlighted words 

found. 

5. Finally, researcher compare the meaning among those words with 

dictionary then categorizing them to each type of word formation that 

is provided in review of literature section. 
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1.8. Techniques of Data Analysis 

1.8.1. Identifying the Data 

After collecting the data, the researcher identified the data to the words formed 

by word formation process by using several tables based on their types. 

For word which formed by derivation process, the researcher tabulated the data 

by categorizing them based on three derivation formation, noun formation, verb 

formation, adjective formation and adverb formation using the table below 

Table 1.1 Derivation in English for Aviation book 
No. Derivational Word Root/Base Suffix/Prefix 

    

Meanwhile for inflection process, the researcher tabulated the data by using the 

table below 

Table 1.2 Inflection in English for Aviation book 

No 
Inflectional 

Words 
Root/Base Inflection of 

    

 For words formed by coinage process, the researcher tabulated the data by using 
the table below 

 

Table 1.3 Coinage in English for Aviation book 

Data 
Coinage or Word Manufacture 

Word Meaning 

   

For words formed by cliticization process, the researcher tabulated the data by 

using the table below
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Table 1.4 Cliticization in English for Aviation book 

Data Word 
Cliticization 

Enclitics  Proclitic  

    

For words formed by compounding process, the researcher tabulated the data 

by using the table below

Table 1.5 Compounding in English for Aviation book 
Data Words Process Compounding of 

   
 

For words formed by borrowing process, the researcher tabulated the data by 

using the table below

Table 1.6 Borrowing in English for Aviation book 

Data word 
Borrowing 

Phonological Morphological Syntactic 
     

For words formed by conversion process, the researcher tabulated the data by 

using the table below

 

Table 1.7 Conversion in English for Aviation book 

No Words Conversion of Origin Class

    

For words formed by Acronym process, the researcher tabulated the data by 

using the table below

Table 1.8 Acronym in English for Aviation book 
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Data 
Acronym 

word Process 

   

For words formed by initialism process, the researcher tabulated the data by 

using the table below

Table 1.9 Initialism in English for Aviation book

Data 
Initialism 

word Process 

   

For words formed by blending process, the researcher tabulated the data by 

using the table below

Table 1.10 Blending in English for Aviation book 

Data 
Blending 

word Process 

   

For words formed by clipping process, the researcher tabulated the data by 

using the table below

Table 1.11 Clipping in English for Aviation book 

Data word 
Clipping 

Initial Middle Final 
     

For words formed by backformation process, the researcher tabulated the data 

by using the table below

Table 1.12 Backformation in English for Aviation book 

Data Backformation  
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word Process 

   

For words formed by onomatopoeia process, the researcher tabulated the data 

by using the table below

Table 1.13 Onomatopoeia in English for Aviation book 

Data 
Onomatopoeia

word Derived from 

   

For words formed by internal change process, the researcher tabulated the data 

by using the table below

Table 1.14 Internal Change in English for Aviation book 

Data Word 
Internal Change 

past Plural 
Verbalization 

from (N) 
    

For words formed by suppletion process, the researcher tabulated the data by 

using the table below

Table 1.15 Suppletion in English for Aviation book 

Data 
Suppletion 

word Derived from 

  
 

For words formed by reduplication process, the researcher tabulated the data by 

using the table below

Table 1.16 Reduplication in English for Aviation book 

Data Word Reduplication 
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Complete Partial 
   

For words formed by multiple processes, the researcher tabulated the data by 

using the table below

Table 1.17 Multiple processes in English for Aviation book 

Data 
Multiple processes 

word processes 

  

1.8.2. Analyzing the Data 

In this step, the researcher analyzed types of word formation processes were found 

in the book using statistical data by entering data into the formula as follows: 

  

1.8.3. Drawing Conclusion 

The conclusion was drawn based on the finding above.


