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ABSTRAK

Fitrita. Z. Mila (2011). Using Portfolio to Assess Writing in Senior High Schools.

Makalah ini bertujuan untuk membahas tentang beberapa tahapan
dalam melakukan penilaian kelas dengan menggunakan teknik Portfolio yang
merupakan kumpulan kerja siswa yang menunjukan usaha kemajuan dan
pencapian siswa.

Guru mempersiapkan latihan untuk kerja yang akan dikumpulkan
dan di sebut dengan portfolio, dengan hasil untuk kerja tersebut guru dapat
melihat, mengetahui dan menilai perkembangan belajar siswa karena portfolio
merupakan karya siswa yang sesungguhnya. Siswa juga dapat mengetahui apakah
telah memahami materi atau tidak.

Siswa dapat juga merefleksikan sendiri kemampuan mereka dalam
belajar bahasa inggris dan dengan demikian dia dapat menyadari kelebihan dan
kelemahannya dalam setiap kompetensi dasar. Siswa akan dapat meningkatkan
kemampuan mereka dalam menguasai bahasa Inggris, karena guru dapat

memeberikan tindak lanjut.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1  Background of the Problem

Writing is one of the important skills that have to be mastered by Senior
High Schools students. The students are expected to be able to write because of
several purposes. One of the reasons is that students should be able to share their
idea into written form. As the matter of fact, sharing their idea in writing student
can make it into real product which can be seen by other people. Furthermore,
writing can encourage students to be focus on material. It means, through writing
students can send the message to the reader. Moreover, writing is a productive
skill in which students are expected to produce a various types of the text. When
the students are studying about many texts in the learning process, there is a need
for them to make it into the written form. The students try to produce a text based
on what they have learned. Because of the several purposes stated above, students
should master writing as one of the productive skills.

In teaching writing to the Senior High School students, the teacher has to
notice several aspects such as the teaching process, writing process and assessing
process. In the teaching process, the teacher can encourage the students to think
what they are going to share. It can be done by planning the content and its
sequences. The teacher can ask students to think about their own idea or share the
idea with other friends. When the activity comes to the process of writing, the
teacher guides the students to make draft by telling them what they are going to

write, which point they must do first and also what the next point is. At last, in the



assessing process, teacher should give the reaction for everything that student has
done while the process of writing.

Assessment is a crucial aspect in teaching writing. Assessment itself can
be defined as the process of evaluating students during the learning activities.
Commonly, it can be in the form of test or non test. It is an ongoing process
involving the students and the teacher in making judgments about the students’
progress in writing which can be done at the whole process of teaching and
learning writing. Assessment is one aspect of evaluation system that should be
implemented. In the teaching and learning process, through assessment teacher
can observe how well the students understand the educational material being
taught especially in writing. In this way, teachers also can observe how well the
materials are given and how well their students can do the task. So that, through
assessment we can see the development of students’ writing progress during the
learning activities.

In the field, it was found that assessment is not related to the concept of
assessment as previously explanation. Teacher tends to assess students ability
only two times in one semester. Based on an informal interview to three English
teachers in SMA 1 Lubuk Alung there are some problems in assessing writing.
First most of today’s teachers do not have appropriate methods to assess the
students’ ability in writing. The teachers tend to assess students’ ability in two
times that are in the middle and the last semester. The teachers usually do that
assessment in the form of test. What the students have studied in first term would
be tested in the mid test and also the second term lesson also would be tested in

the final. The final score of the student is calculated based on their mark in both



mid and final test. The teacher tends to judge the students by looking at their final
score without looking at other aspect of learning. Sometimes students that are not
in good condition may fail in those two tests. Thus, final score the students get
which is calculated based on mid n final test may no reliable.

Second, the writing skill is only the sequence of the reading skill in
English lesson. That is commonly less noticed by the teacher. At the time students
study about a text or a text is given, the teacher usually encourages them to
comprehend the generic structure of the text and it’s continues by answering the
questions. At the last part, teacher asks student to write a text based on what they
have got in reading. In this part, students got only little time write. In other words,
writing is not the central of lesson but only a continuation of reading activity. As
the result, in assessing process it will more focus sing on assessing reading rather
than on assessing writing itself.

Third, because there is no writing task given to the students, the students
do not know their score in writing. As the matter of fact, writing task is obviously
needed to see student’s progress in writing. For that need that should be writing
task and also writing assignment in order to show the student evaluation of what
they have studied. Nowadays, some teachers just give student’s writing score
based on their own judgments and only see the score of final test. Therefore
students cannot see their progress in writing because they get lack of writing task.

There are many kinds of assessment that can be done by the teacher to
assess writing skill. One of the appropriate methods that can be used is by using
the portfolio assessment. Portfolio itself is a collection of student’s work through

time by time. This authentic assessment can be used to see the progress of the



students in writing skill through the time. Both the teacher and the students can
notice the improvement of students’ writing based on the collection of student’s
writing tasks.
1.2 Limitation of the Problem
Based on the problem above the problem in this paper is limited to the use of

portfolio assessment to assess Senior High School students’” writing.

1.3 Formulation of the Problem
The formulation of the problem is “How can the teacher use portfolio to assess
writing in Senior High Schools?”
1.4 Purposes of the Paper
The purpose of this paper is to describe how to use portfolio assessment in
assessing writing in Senior High Schools. It helps teacher to understand about

application in writing assessment.



