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ABSTRAK 

 

Dinda Maresa. 2018. Teaching Listening the Descriptive Text By Using Note Taking Strategy 

at the First Grade Students of Senior High School. 

 

 

Makalah ini Menjelaskan tentang penerapan note taking strategy dalam pelajaran mendengarkan 

sebuah teks deskriptif untuk siswa SMA. Siswa SMA sering mengalami kesulitan dalam 

mendengarkan teks deskriptif. Ini karena peserta didik merasa terancam, panik, dan mereka 

khawatir dengan ketepatan dalam mendengarkan. Dalam kegiatan mendengarkan para guru 

biasanya meminta siswa untuk hanya mendengarkan audio daripada membuat catatan sambil 

mendengarkan. Padahal, pencatatan sangat berguna untuk dilakukan sambil mendengarkan 

karena mereka akan menangkap gagasan tentang apa yang dikatakan pembicara. Selain itu, 

mencatat akan membuat siswa lebih mudah dalam mendengarkan teks deskriptif sehingga bisa 

meningkatkan motivasi mereka.  

 

Kata Kunci: Teaching Listening, Note taking, Descriptive Text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

 

 Alhamdulillahirabbil‘alamin, the writer would like to express the highest gratitude to 

Allah SWT for blessing, love, opportunity, health, and mercy to complete this paper. She also 

sends Shalawat and salam to Prophet Muhammad SAW, who has lightened the life of human 

beings. In this valuable chance, the writer would like to express the gratitude and appreciation to 

everyone who give help, motivation, support and advice. 

 The writer would like to express her sincere gratitude to Dra. Aryuliva Adnan, M.Pd, as 

the advisor for giving her guidance and help to finish the paper. The writer also would like to 

express her gratitude to Prof. Dr. H. Mukhaiyar M.Pd, as the academic advisor who helped the 

writer to finally decide the title of the paper and support during her studies. Moreover, collective 

and individual acknowledgments are also owed to the Head and Secretary of English Department 

Dr. Refnaldi, S.Pd., M.Litt, and Fitrawati, S.S., M.Pd, and all lecturers who had taught the writer 

during her study.  

 

She also would like to dedicate her deepest gratitude to her beloved mother 

(Aprismawilta), grandparents, brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts and cousins for the boundless love, 

prays and support financially. In addition, special thanks to all of her friends in English 

Department especially the Big Family of K1/2010 who always give her motivation, support and 

care. The writer also likes to thank everybody who was important to the success in the realization 

of this paper and to express her apology that she could not mention personally one by one. 

Finally, the writer realizes that this work is still far from perfect. The writer welcomes for the 

constructive criticisms and suggestions to improve this paper. 

 

 

               Padang,February 2018   

                         The Writer 



vi 
 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

HALAMAN PERSETUJUAN MAKALAH ..............................................................................i 

HALAMAN PENGESAHAN LULUS UJIAN MAKALAH................................................... ii 

SURAT PERNYATAAN......................................................................................................... iii 

ABSTRAK ................................................................................................................................ iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  ...................................................................................................... iv 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  ......................................................................................................... v 

CHAPTER I. INTRODUCTION  

A. Background of the Problem  ............................................................................................ 1 

B. Limitation of the Problem  ............................................................................................... 4 

C. Formulation of the Problem  ............................................................................................ 4 

D. Purpose of the Paper  ....................................................................................................... 5 

E. Significance of the Paper  ................................................................................................ 5 

CHAPTER II. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE  

A. The Concept of Teaching Listening ................................................................................. 6 

1. The Defenitian of Listening ....................................................................................... 6 

2. Teaching Listening for Senior High School ................................................................ 8 

B. The Concept of Note-Taking ........................................................................................... 9 

1. The Definition of Note Taking  .................................................................................. 9 



vii 
 

2. Types of Note-Taking ................................................................................................ 9 

3. Approaches to note taking ........................................................................................ 14 

C. The Concept of Descriptive Text ................................................................................... 15 

1. Definition of descriptive text  ................................................................................... 15 

2. generic structure ...................................................................................................... 15 

3. Language feature ..................................................................................................... 16 

4. Purpose of descriptive text  ...................................................................................... 16 

CHAPTER III. DISCUSSION 

A. Preparation .................................................................................................................... 18 

B. Implementation  ............................................................................................................. 19 

CHAPTER IV. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion .................................................................................................................... 25 

B. Suggestion ..................................................................................................................... 25 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  .................................................................................................................. 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

 Language has a main role in the development of intellectual, social, 

and emotional learners. It supports the success of learning in all fields 

of study. Learning the language is expected to help learners to know 

about their culture and others. In addition, learning language also 

helps learners to get the ability to communicate.  

 English language is one example of many languages in the world. 

According to Crystal (1997: 139) English language spread and used 

by a quarter of the world's population and continues to develop into 

one and a half trillion in the early 2000's it. It is a language which is 

used by different countries in the international forum, business, and 

others until now. This language is also used to get information, for 

example in science, technology, and culture because most of the 

invention and scientific books are reported and written in English. In 

addition, Crystal (2001: 1), English is an international language. It 

means English is used by people in all over the world as a tool in 

communication. 
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 English is the first foreign language to be taught at school in 

Indonesia. The government has decided that English becomes one of 

the compulsory subjects at junior high school, senior high school, and 

the university. The purpose of teaching English is to prepare the 

student to communicate. In curriculum 2013 the students are expected 

to have that communication in four basic skills, namely listening, 

speaking, writing and reading skill.  

 Listening is one of important skills in learning English for the 

students, especially for foreign language students (EFL). Woods 

(2005: 29) says that listening is a vital primary stage of language 

acquisition. If students do not listen well, then the letter stages of the 

complex pattern of language acquisition within a productive 

framework (in other words, speaking and writing) in the 

communicative classroom will simply not happen. So, students have 

to follow every part in listening study in order to get understanding 

because if student do not pay much attention they will lose some 

important information that connected with the goals of the listening 

study. In addition, Hedge (cited in Woods, 2005: 29) states the most 

vital element of listening is confidence that comes with practice and 

achieves success from an early stage. The role of the teacher is to 

provide as much practice as possible by talking to learners by 

exposing them to a range of materials in the classroom. 
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 Listening is the most difficult skill to be learned by English 

language learner especially for Senior High School students. Woods 

(2005: 29-30) states there are seven observations of students during 

controlled Listening test. First, learners feel most threatened by a 

taped input when they have no control over the speed of input and no 

control when to pause the delivery input. Second is listener panic. 

They need to know exactly how many times a text will be repeated 

and where the pause (if any) will be, so they know when to write their 

answer. Third, listeners tend to panic most about being lost in a fog of 

spoken foreign language. Fourth, listeners need to be taught listening 

strategies such a predictive skills, and what to do whilst listening. 

Fifth, post listening skills (i.e. integration with reading/writing skill) 

also need to be taught. Sixth, in the test situation students need to read 

carefully through rubrics and question in order to be able to 

contextualize the material that is about to follow. The last one is 

students respond in written form which is they worry that the accuracy 

or in accuracy of their written response is an issue. 

 Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that listening 

is not easy. Many difficulties that faced by students during listening, 

for example listening to descriptive text which is students should 

listen carefully to get the idea what the text tell about. Because of that, 

teacher should help the students to solve their problem by using many 
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strategies in teaching and learning process. One of the strategies that 

can be used in teaching listening is note taking strategy. 

Note-taking is very useful strategy in teaching listening especially 

teaching listening to descriptive text. According to Dougherty (2015) 

research shows that people tend to forget 40% of what we learn within 

24 hours, even if we’ve written it down. People learn better and 

remember more when they’re actually doing something with that 

information, and recalling it soon afterwards. So, when student listen 

to a record they have to take a note in order to remember what they 

have already heard. By using note taking strategy, it hoped the 

students faced the difficulties during listening to descriptive text. 

Thus, the writer is interested in discussing the use of note taking 

strategy to teach listening to descriptive text to senior high school 

students of this paper. 

 

B. Limitation of the problem 

Based on the explanation of the background above, the writer 

limits the problem on how to teach listening to descriptive text by 

using note taking strategy. 
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C. Formulation of the problem 

 Based on the formulation above, the problem is formulated as 

follows: “How does the teacher apply the note taking strategy in 

teaching listening the descriptive text to the first grade students of 

Senior High School?” 

 

 

D. Purpose of the paper 

 The purpose of this paper is to explain how the English teacher 

applies the using of note taking strategy in teaching listening to 

descriptive text for senior high school students, especially for the first 

grade students.  

 

E. Significance of the paper 

 The expected that finding of this paper can give contribution in 

theoretically and practically. Theoretically, this paper can be as 

references for those who will conduct further paper and can enrich our 

knowledge in the aspect of listening material. Practically, it might be 

beneficial for giving information about note-taking strategy is good 

for teaching listening.  
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