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ABSTRAK

Sutan Maulana Sastra. 2011. Using Derby Writing Technique to Increase
Junior High School Students’ Motivation in Writing.

Pembimbing: Sitti Fatimah SS., M.Ed

Menulis merupakan salah satu keterampilan yang harus diajarkan dalam
Bahasa Inggris. Sejak tingkat Sekolah Menengah Pertama (SMP), siswa sudah
mulai mempelajari keterampilan menulis. Namun, siswa sering menemukan
kesulitan-kesulitan dalam mengembangkan ide mereka ke dalam bentuk tulisan.
Mereka takut melakukan kesalahan dalam penulisan. Ketakutan ini membuat
mereka kurang termotivasi dalam menulis. Untuk memecahkan masalah ini,
diperlukan kreatifitas seorang guru Bahasa Inggris guna memacu motivasi siswa
dalam menulis.

Penulisan makalah ini bertujuan untuk membantu guru Bahasa Inggris untuk
lebih kreatif dalam mengajarkan keterampilan menulis kepada siswa Sekolah
Menengah Pertama. Salah satu teknik yang dapat diterapkan oleh guru untuk
memotivasi siswa dalam menulis adalah Derby Writing. Derby Writing
merupakan teknik yang memberikan kebebasan kepada siswa untuk
mengembangkan ide mereka tanpa harus memikirkan organisasi kalimat, struktur
kata atau kalimat, ejaan, tanda baca, dan lain sebagainya. Dalam teknik ini, guru
cukup memberikan konteks atau topik kepada siswa sebagai acuan bagi mereka
untuk menulis. Dalam makalah ini penulis mengemukakan langkah-langkah
penerapan teknik Derby Writing di dalam proses belajar mengajar pada pre-
activity dan whilst-activity.
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Writing is a part of the four integrated skills — speaking, writing, reading,
and listening — in language teaching, that need to be mastered by the students at
the school. In writing, students learn how to communicate with others who are not
present, not listening to and not looking at them. The process of communication
only occurs through words in written form.

Compared to the other three language skills (listening, speaking, and
reading), writing has been considered as a complex skill for students, especially
for English as Foreign Language (EFL) students (based on data from students’
mark in writing and writer’s experience while teaching at SMP). The students
were too preoccupied by fears of making mistakes due to some common
problems. Since they are Junior High School students, their language knowledge
is still limited. It will be difficult for them to produce a good writing. Not only
that, their vocabulary is also limited. It is caused by limited chance for them to
enrich it. Commonly, the only time for them enriching their vocabulary is in
classroom. They lack of reading sources, rarely watch English movie, listen to
English songs, and even never use English in their real life. Moreover, Junior
High School students are frequently worried about the prospect of writing in
English. They worry about expressing their ideas clearly within the boundaries of
correct usage, grammar, spelling, punctuation, and time limitation. Often, there is

little focus on the creative aspects of writing because exams focus on grammar,
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spelling, or punctuation in limited time. Because of this, students develop a fear of
writing and think that everything they write is riddled with errors. These fears
hinder them and frequently make their writing process slow and also unsuccessful.
The students, however, facing their fears of writing, do not feel comfortable
writing freely to allow ideas to flow. This can lead to stiff, uncreative, poorly
developed writing assignments. The preoccupation troubled the students in
generating ideas for writing and resulted in short and unattractive compositions.
Consequently, the students feel lack of motivation to write because their thoughts
are disturbed by the problems above.

Motivation is one thing that cannot be separated from successful in life.
This also happens in learning process. The students’ successful in language
learning is influenced by their own motivation. It can be said that they need
something to support or to push them to learn and do something. Commonly, if
what they learn is useful in their daily life, they will be motivated to learn. Not
only that, if the learning process is interesting, they will also be motivated. The
higher their motivation, the probability to success will be bigger. But the
motivation itself is influenced by the preoccupation that writer has mentioned
above. In this case, English teachers are expected to find a creative way out to
make students more motivated so they can reach the successful in learning,
especially in writing.

To increase students’ motivation, teachers can use and develop some
techniques in teaching writing such as using film tape script as media, using cue

cards, using pictures, applying derby writing, etc. Film tape script can be used as



guidance for students to write review text easier. Since it is a film tape script,
students probably will be interested in learning writing. Cue cards and pictures are
also useful and interesting to be used in teaching writing. Teacher uses cue cards
and pictures to gain students attention and also recall their ideas. Another
technique is Derby Writing. It is a technique that gives students feeling free to
write. Derby Writing technique provides challenge to students since they have to
compete either with their classmates or themselves to write. This technique can be
applied in teaching every types of text — narrative, descriptive, report, procedure,
recount, exposition, etc — in pre-activity and whilst-activity stages.
B. Limitation of the Problem

Based on background of the problem above, this paper will be limited on
the use of derby writing technique to increase junior high school students’

motivation in writing.

C. Formulation of the Problem
The problem of this study can be formulated in the following question:
How is derby writing technique used to increase junior high school students’

motivation in writing?

D. Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to explain the use of derby writing technique

to increase junior high school students’ motivation in writing.



