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ABSTRAK

Wahyuni, Sri. 2011. Teaching Speaking Through Combination of Using Media
and Debate Activity for Senior High School Students

Berbicara merupakan salah satu keterampilan berbahasa yang penting
dalam pembelajaran Bahasa Inggris, terutama bagi siswa sekolah menengah atas
(SMA). Tujuan pembelajaran berbicara bagi siswa SMA adalah menjadikan
mereka mampu berinteraksi dan berkomunikasi dengan menggunakan bahasa
Inggris. Makalah ini ditulis untuk membahas penggunaan metode gabungan
“debat” dan “media” untuk meningkatkan kemampuan berbicara siswa sekolah
menengah atas (SMA). Penggabungan debat dan media merupakan metode
pembelajaran yang mengajak siswa untuk aktif dalam kegiatan berbicara di kelas.
Guru memberikan topik dengan memperlihatkan media separti gambar atau video
yang berhubungan dengan topik yang akan diperdebatkan. Setelah itu guru
meminta siswa memberikan pendapatnya berdasarkan media yang telah
diperlihatkan sebelumnya. Kegiatan ini diharapkan mampu memotivasi siswa
untuk tertarik dengan kegiatan berbicara dikelas dan mampu meningkatkan
kemampuan berbicara siswa dengan menggunakan bahasa Inggris.
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Problem

English is a compulsory subject for students to learn starting from junior
up to the senior high school in Indonesia (see KTSP curriculum, 2006), and even
it is also learned in the elementary school. The curriculum contains four main
skills that the students should master, namely speaking, reading, writing and
listening. Among those four main skills, speaking is one of the important subjects
to be learned seriously by the students.

There are three reasons to learn speaking. Firstly, speaking is fundamental
for human communication (Lawtie, 2004). Through speaking, people are able to
meet their daily needs, such as delivering the messages, getting the information,
involving the interaction, and creating better communication and social
relationship. In speaking the real interaction between the speaker and listener will
be created well. They will use the language directly for giving and responding the
information and also for creating and maintaining good social relationship.

Secondly, speaking is one of the important skills in learning English which
is included in Indonesian national curriculum (KTSP 2006). The main purpose of
teaching and learning speaking for senior high school students is to enable the
students to achieve the communicative competence. The students are expected to
be able to use English for communicating in the community and improving their

knowledge (Wells in KTSP 2006). It means that the students may use the



language to continue their study to the university, to decide their next career, and
ready to face the rivalry in the global era.

Thirdly, speaking is a skill which gives time for students to learn English
effectively. Through speaking, the students are learned how to use language
orally, directly and continuity. In teaching and learning process of speaking, the
teacher asks the students for practicing English directly to express what they want
to say. The students are not only expected to know with the language but also
intended to comprehend in using the language. The students are expected to be
able to use English for interacting and communicating both in class and in the
community. Through this activity, the students are intended to comprehend in
English and be able to use English in the real communicative process.

In reality, almost all of senior high school students have difficulty in
speaking. This may be caused by several factors. First, the students get little time
for practicing speaking in the class. In the conventional method, the teaching and
learning process of speaking is dominated by the teacher and certain students. The
teachers teach speaking by giving a text to the students and do short discussion
about the text orally. At the time of the discussion, the teacher just point at several
students to answer the questions. Sometimes, the speaking time is just taken by
the talented students and the others just become a listener. In sum, it affects
students’ speaking ability. They are not able to speak because they never get more
time for practicing speaking in the class.

Second, the students do not have an idea to speak. It is caused by the

students who consider that English is difficult subject to learn, the students just



hearing for the teacher’s explanation without understanding the materials well.
They only receive the information from the teacher and are not able to express
their opinion about the material given. As the result, when the teacher asks them
to speak, they tend to be passive without any responses.

Third, the students do not get enough stimulation to speak. While the
teaching and learning process is in progress, the teachers just explain the text
without show the related media to the students. This method affects students’
motivation to learn. They feel bored to study because nothing special that are able
to make them interested in studying. The result, they do not pay attention in
learning and have low motivation in speaking.

Fourth, the students have lack of vocabulary. It is caused by two common
factors. First, less of awareness to add the vocabulary. The students feel enough
with the vocabulary that are given by the teacher. The students do not want to
improve their vocabulary by looking for the dictionary and memorizing every
vocabulary to improve their speaking ability. Therefore, if the teacher asks them
to speak, they will be afraid because they do not know how to say something in
English. Second, less of practice in speaking. If the students are interested to
practice by using language, they will try to find the new vocabulary to improve
their speaking ability, whereas for the students who are lazy to practice speaking,
they will have lack of vocabulary.

There are many kinds of techniques that can be used by the teacher in
teaching speaking. The teacher may use debate as one of the best technique in

teaching speaking. Debate is a technique which gives the opportunity for students



to learn speaking effectively. This technique provides more time for all students to
practice speaking. The students will be active in speaking for giving arguments
and opinions. Trumann (2005) believes that debate is able to show students’
awareness in learning, give freedom to speech and allow students’ ability to
express their brilliant ideas.

In addition, the use of media can make the teaching and learning process is
easy and improves the students’ motivation in learning. Purnamawati and Eldarni
in Kusumah (2001) say that media is an object that can be used for sending
learning messages from the teacher to the students. It is able to stimulate students’
thought, feeling, attention, and motivation in learning. The use of media is able to
make teaching and learning process more effectively and attractively, help teacher
to explain the material clearly, create students’ motivation in learning, support the
best quality in teaching and learning process, and give positive feedback for both
teacher and students.

From those reasons above, the use of combination debate and media is
expected to be effective technique to help the senior high school students for
improving their speaking ability. This technique gives more time for all of the
students to practice speaking, to explore the idea, to make a good motivation in

learning, and to improve senior high school students’ speaking ability.



1.2 Limitation of the Problem

There are many techniques in teaching speaking for senior high school
students, such as role-play, discussion, story telling, story completion, debate,
interview, etc. Based on background of the problem above, this paper is limited in
the teaching speaking through combination of using media and debate activity for

senior high school students.

1.3 Formulation of the problem
The problem is formulated in the following question “How can the teacher
teach speaking through combination of media and debate activity for senior high

school students?”

1.4 Purposes of the Paper
This paper is aimed to explain how the teacher can teach speaking through

combination of media and debate activity for senior high school students.



