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Abstract

This study discusses the expectations of the patriarchal system for men which lead to
men as victims of the patriarchal system, which is usually known as a system that is
very detrimental to women in Ocean Vuong's “On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous”
that was released in 2018. This research was written using descriptive research
method, which is the method used to describe in detail a phenomenon or issue in a
literary work. This study provides 2 findings. The first finding is men can become
victims of the patriarchal system because some men cannot meet the patriarchal
system standards that require men to be masculine, physically and mentally strong,
and also be heterosexual. The second finding is, through this research, it is known
that Ocean Vuong's "On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous” (2018) portrays men as
victims of the patriarchal system through the main character, Little Dog, and through

several events in the novel which are explained through several excerpts.
Keywords: Heterosexuality, masculinity, patriarchal system.
Abstrak

Penelitian ini membahas tentang ekspetasi sistem patriarki kepada laki laki yang
berujung kepada laki laki sebagai korban dari sistem patriarki, yang biasanya dikenal
sebagai sistem yang sangat merugikan perempuan didalam novel “On Earth We're
Briefly Gorgeous” karya Ocean Vuong yang dirilis pada tahun 2018. Penelitian ini
ditulis dengan menggunakan metode penelitian deskriptif, yaitu metode yang
digunakan untuk mendeskripsikan secara rinci tentang suatu fenomena atau isu dalam
sebuah karya sastra. Penelitian ini memberikan 2 temuan. Yang pertama ialah, laki
laki bisa menjadi korban dari sistem patriarki karena beberapa laki laki tidak bisa
memenuhi standar patriarki yang mengharuskan laki laki untuk menjadi maskulin,
kuat secara fisik dan mental dan juga harus menjadi heteroseksual. Yang kedua,

melalui penelitian ini diketahui bahwa didalam novel yang berjudul “On Earth We 're



Briefly Gorgeous” (2018), sang penulis menggambarkan laki laki sebagai korban
system patriarki melalui karakter utama, Little Dog, dan melalui beberapa kejadian

didalam novel yang dijelaskan melalui beberapa kutipan.

Kata kunci: Heteroseksual, maskulinitas, system patriarki.
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CHAPTER1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Research

Patriarchal system, according to Igbelina-Igbokwe (2013:340), is a system in
which there are very striking differences between men and women, both in the social
and domestic spheres and these differences will only benefit men. To support this
opinion, Sultana (2010:1) stated that patriarchal system is a big obstacle to women's
progress because men have full control over women. Furthermore, Rothman
(1996:1243) describes the patriarchal system as a system that requires men to lead
both in the household and public sphere. Thus, the patriarchal system will be very
beneficial for men. However, the patriarchal system does not always about men being
the leaders for women. This is in line with what Johnson (2004:25) said, that society
often associates men as suspects in the patriarchal system, without seeing that men
can become victims. Still with the opinion put forward by Johnson (2004:25), the
oppression that occurs in the patriarchal system is caused by the system itself, not
caused by men. As a result, gender is not the reason why the patriarchal system is
very detrimental, but the patriarchal system itself. It is very possible if men can

become victims of the patriarchal system.

In the patriarchal system, there is something called masculinity. Referring to
Reeser (2015:13), masculinity is everything natural and essential that men do,

following the social norms. Supporting the opinion from Reeser, Connel and



Messerschmidt (2015:47) argue that masculinity is a trait that must exist in men. That
means masculinity is closely related to men. However, masculinity actually can harm
men. According to Hantover (1978:185) masculinity requires men to behave like real
men. That is, they must be strong, leading, and have muscular body proportions.
Moreover, Gutmann (1997:386) says that masculinity is everything that can be done
by men and cannot be done by women. Thus, masculinity is everything about men.
It's not just about having muscular body proportions, but men under masculinity
system are not allowed to show their emotions. As stated by Horrocks (1994:25), men
must break down their weakest side, and also have to lose sensitivity and have to
pretend to be strong just to be called a man. Because of this, Hearn (1987:25) in his
book entitled “The Gender Of Oppression” said that men can be destroyed because of
the power they form themselves as a form of masculinity. With this, it can be said
that not all men can look and act like masculine men and meet the standards of the
patriarchal system. In the end, these men also experience oppression and can be said

to be a victim of the patriarchal system.

In the patriarchal system, a man must be someone who has a heterosexual
orientation. That is, a person who has an interest in the opposite sex. As stated by
Hennessey (2000:943), heterosexuality in patriarchal system is like a norm, which
means a rule that guides behavior and something that must be normalized. That
means, men seem to be obliged to be heterosexual because it is seen as something

that men must follow in society, and if a man prefers to follow another sexual



orientation, they will be seen as people who violate the norms that have been firmly
held by society. Another example of sexual orientation is homosexual. Quoting from
the opinion expressed by Whitehead (2016:2), homosexuality is a condition where a
man has an attraction to the same sex. In line with this, Warren (1972:288) said that
homosexuality means that a man feels romantically and sexually attracted to other
men. It is undeniable that homosexual men, or commonly called gay men, will get
discrimination from patriarchal perpetrator. As stated by Gilman (1985:414) and
Gilmore (1990:414), homosexual men or gay men often have difficulty in daily life
because they have to stick to the concept of masculinity. Furthermore, research
conducted by Humphrey (1999:758) and Schneider (1986:758) refers to a result that
gay men experience termination of employment when their sexual orientation as
homosexual is revealed. With this, men also can experience oppression and men can
become the victim of patriarchal system because some of them do not meet the

standard as a man in the patriarchal system.

The novel written by Ocean Vuong entitled "On Earth We're Briefly
Gorgeous” (2018) raises an issue where a man can be victimized by patriarchal
system. The main character of this novel is a man named Little Dog. He was raised
by his mother who strongly believes the ideology of patriarchal system and Little
Dog must adapt to one of the standards set by the patriarchal system; that he must be
masculine. On the other hand, Little Dog couldn't live up to his mother's expectations

to look like masculine man. Not only he cannot be a masculine man, but Little Dog



also destroys his mother's expectations to be a man based on patriarchal system
standards with a sexual orientation that is different from society in general. Little
Dog grew up with a sexual orientation that deviates from society in general which
tends to be heterosexual. He has an attraction to the same sex, or what is commonly
referred to as homosexual. Certainly, his mother strongly resisted to this because it
was not in accordance with the patriarchal system. Being homosexual in the
patriarchal system is against the nature of men. As stated by McIntosh (1968:186), in
a homosexual relationship, there is a male party who is slightly feminine or can be
said a male that becomes the submissive party and the other male take a role as a
dominant party. Feminine, according to Scarfone (2019:572) is all behavior that is
strongly related to women. Certainly, the feminine side really violates the male nature
according to the patriarchal system, and because of this Little Dog is very
disadvantaged because he himself plays the role of the feminine side. Little Dog's
behavior that does not reflect the real man causes him to often get unpleasant
treatment from his mother. From this, it can be seen that Little Dog, as a man, can be

victimized by patriarchal system.

The author found two studies related to the novel "On Earth We're Briefly
Gorgeous"” (2018) by Ocean Vuong. The first one is a study conducted by Birgit
Neumann in 2020 entitled “The Mother Tongue and Translation in Ocean Vuong's
On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous” (2020) discusses how Little Dog's mother, named

Rose cannot read and lives as an immigrant in the United States, where language is



one of the most important aspects. The second one is a study conducted by Mannhi
Nguyen Tran entitled Literary and Literal Bodies: Vietnamese American form, affect,
and politics in Ocean Vuong's On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous (2020) focuses on
the state of Vietnam and the relationship between America and Vietnam after the

outbreak of the war between America and Vietnam which started from 1955 to 1975.

Unlike the two studies above, the study that will be conducted will focus on

men as victim of the patriarchal system.

1.2 Focus of the Problem
This study will focus on men as the victim of patriarchal system contained in

the novel "On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous” (2018) by Ocean Vuong.

1.3 Research Question
1. What are the patriarchal system expectations of men in the novel “On Earth
We ’re Briefly Gorgeous” (2018) by Ocean Vuong?
2. How does the novel portray men as the victim of patriarchal system in the

novel “On Earth We 're Briefly Gorgeous” (2018) by Ocean Vuong?

1.4 Purpose of the Research
1. To discuss the expectation of patriarchal system toward men.

2. To find out how the novel portray men as the victim of patriarchal system.



1.5 Conceptual Framework

Men as the Victims of Patriarchal System in the
Novel “On Earth We're Briefly Gorgeous”
(2018) by Ocean Vuong

Feminist Literary
Theory

Patriarchal Masculinity
System

/. N\

Must be Must be strong
heterosexual physically and
mentally

This study will be analyzed using feminist literary theory. Feminist literary
theory is often used by women writers as a means to express their opinions about the
patriarchal system through literary works such as prose or poetry. Feminist literary
theory also discusses the patriarchal system, where men have power over women both
in the domestic and social spheres. Meanwhile, masculinity mainly discusses
everything that men should do so that they can be considered real men by adherents

of patriarchal ideology. Some things that a man must have to be considered a genuine



man are that they must be physically and mentally strong. Physically strong requires
them to have a proportional and muscular body, while to be mentally strong, men are
not allowed to express their emotions such as fear or crying. Another thing is, men
must be heterosexual. Heterosexuality is a sexual orientation in which a man is
attracted to a woman and vice versa. With being heterosexual, men will be able to

control women in the domestic sphere.



