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ABSTRACT
This research aimed to the perception of the students in essay writing class

about peer feedback in ENGLISH DEPARTMENT of UNP. The study focuses on

student perceptions, the role of peer feedback, and a comprehensive literature

!

review on writing skills. Employing a quantitative methodology, data on students
perceptions of peer feedback in writing classes were collected through a
questionnaire based on Farrah (2012). Using descriptive quantitative methods,
the findings reveal that participants possess a positive perception of peer
feedback's contribution to the enhancement of critical thinking, writing abilities,
creativity, motivation, and the creation of a relaxed learning environment. The
research suggests that peer feedback serves as a valuable tool in fostering the

improvement of writing abilities among undergraduates.

ABSTRACT
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui persepsi siswa di kelas menulis

esai tentang umpan balik rekan di jurusan Bahasa Inggris UNP. Studi ini berfokus
pada persepsi siswa, peran umpan balik teman sejawat, dan tinjauan literatur
komprehensif tentang keterampilan menulis. Dengan menggunakan metodologi
kuantitatif, data persepsi siswa terhadap umpan balik teman di kelas menulis
dikumpulkan melalui kuesioner berdasarkan Farrah (2012). Dengan menggunakan
metode deskriptif kuantitatif, temuan mengungkapkan bahwa peserta memiliki
persepsi positif terhadap kontribusi umpan balik teman terhadap peningkatan
berpikir kritis, kemampuan menulis, kreativitas, motivasi, dan penciptaan
lingkungan belajar yang santai. Penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa umpan balik
dari rekan sejawat berfungsi sebagai alat yang berharga dalam mendorong

peningkatan kemampuan menulis di kalangan mahasiswa sarjana.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Problem

Writing is one of communication skill where someone express their idea,
thoughts, or information by written language in a variety of formats and styles in
order to communicate with readers. According to Nauman et al. (2011), writing is
a fundamental communication skill that is necessary for success in school and the
workplace. Effective written communication skills are essential for success in a
variety of academic and professional fields in today's fast-paced, globally
connected world. As they move from high school to college, undergraduate
students frequently struggle to improve their writing abilities (Swales et al., 2004).
Although writing training and assignments are provided by universities and
colleges, students frequently look to their fellow students for comments on their
work since many college students find it difficult to master efficient writing
techniques, especially in academic settings. According to Paltridge (2009), writing
is a difficult talent that necessitates the capacity to successfully communicate
verbally and in writing. Writing is essential to the sharing of knowledge, critical
thinking, and scholarly dialogue in academic settings. However, many
undergraduate students find it difficult to master the craft of essay writing,
particularly as they make the transition from high school to college.

Many undergraduate students found that writing is one of the hardest skills

to expert since it has so many rules; need to master so many grammars,



vocabularies, and they have to take care of the correlation, cohesion, and so on.
According to Hayes & Flower (1986), writing is a complicated cognitive activity
that necessarily needs the synchronization of these three skills: planning, sentence
development and revision, in same amount of time. Following that, writing is
complex and not everyone can master this fundamental skill in academic easily
except there is some way to trigger their understanding about how to write down
their thoughts and what should they write to express their thoughts in the terms of
words. According to McCutchen, D. (2011), he says that there are ways to help
people improve their writing skills; to provide explicit instructions in the writing
process, to provide feedback on their writing and with practice and effort. In
addition, there are number of strategies that someone can have in order to improve
their writing skill: reading a lot of writing, practicing writing regularly, getting
feedback of their writing and taking writing classes or workshops (McCutchen, D.,
2011) Speaking of which way is better to use in the occasion to develop students’
writing skill, there is a research by Chapelle et al. (2015) that state one of the most
effective ways to improve students’ writing skills is to give them a chance to work
in pairs and give feedback to each other’s writing. Based on that research, we
know that work in pairs and give feedback also known as peer feedback.

Peer feedback is an activity where pairs of students give feedback to one
another on their writing. Accroding to Nelson & Schunn (2009), peer feedback is
feedback that is given by one student to another student on their writing. Peer
feedback can be helpful in identifying areas where the writer can improve their

writing. Peer feedback, according to Paltridge (2009), is crucial for academical for



a number of reasons. First thing that makes peer feedback crucial for academical
is it gives students the opportunity to hear from a variety of readers about their
writing, providing a variety of insights and suggestions for growth (Paltridge,
2009). Each peer brings to the feedback process their own distinct viewpoints,
experiences, and knowledge, which can assist the writer in identifying weaknesses
and potential areas for improvement that they might not have thought of on their
own. Next, according to Paltridge (2009) also states that peer feedback
encourages a sense of control and independence over the writing process for
students. Students take an active role in editing and refining their work when they
receive feedback from their classmates. This gives them the ability to be in charge
of their own education and gain a deeper comprehension of the writing norms and
guidelines unique to their academic field. Another reason is that peer feedback
gives students a chance to express and hone their analytical and critical thinking
abilities (Paltridge, 2009).

Peer feedback counted as one of the most effective way to help students
develop their understanding and accuracy in writing. According to Chapelle et al.
(2015), there are numbers of reason why peer feedback can be so effective;
students get feedback from someone who is at a similar level of proficiency as
they are, peer feedback asks students to develop their critical thinking, and peer
feedback builds the confidence of the students in writing. Students who participate
in peer feedback become active learners because they not only get feedback but
also give it to their peers. The benefits of this mutual feedback exchange are

numerous, and it also helps writers become better writers. A recent study by



Gielen et al. (2010) that looked at the effect of peer feedback on academic writing
competency was undertaken to further demonstrate the significance of peer
feedback in the development of writing abilities among undergraduate students.
Their study looked at the usefulness of peer feedback in helping undergraduate
students from different fields improve the caliber of their written projects.

In English Department of Universitas Negeri Padang, for example, peer
feedback is used by some lecturers while conducting the class, especially in essay
writing class. The students amused that peer feedback has benefits in their writing
skill, such as idea generating, confidence, and social interaction & motivation. In
the English Department at Universitas Negeri Padang, peer feedback not only
improves students' writing ability but also develops a collaborative learning
environment.

The study intends to explore perception on peer feedback benefiting
students' academic achievement, ability to collaborate, and general involvement in
the learning process. This research has a purpose to find out the students’

perception on peer feedback in writing class.

1.2 Identification of the Problem
Here are some of the issues that students face in developing their writing
skills:
1. Foundation in the fundamentals of writing, such as grammar, punctuation,
and style.

2. The conventions of academic writing.



3. Confidence in their writing abilities.

4. Constructive feedback from their peers.

1.3 Limitation of the Problem
Due to the limitation, researcher will only limit the topic of this inquiry
about the students’ perception on peer feedback in writing class in English

Department of Universitas Negeri Padang.

1.4 Formulation of the Problem
Based on the explanation above, the formulation of the problem in this
research is: ‘How is the students’ perception of benefits of peer feedback in essay

writing class?’

1.5 Research Questions
To address the problem stated above, this research will seek answers to the
following questions: What are the perceptions of undergraduate students

regarding the implementation of peer feedback in writing class?

1.6 Purpose of the Research
The purposes of this research is: To examine undergraduate students’

perception in peer-feedback in the essay writing class



1.7 The Significance of the Study

The significance that expected will be the result of this research state as
following:

1. Theoretically

The main purpose of this inquiry is to provide theoretical evidence of the
peer feedback methodology in writing. In addition, this research will also aim to
seek the perception of the students in essay writing class about peer feedback.

2. Practically

For the teachers, this study is expected to help teacher to get a great
perception of the students on peer-feedback which is implemented in essay
writing class.

For students, this study is designed to help them to become more
understand about the function of peer feedback and its impact in essay writing
class.

The result of this research later is also expected to be useful resource for
next inquiry which will take another comparable study about students’ perception

on peer feedback.

1.8 Definition of Key Terms

To ensure clarity and consistency throughout the study, the following key
terms are defined as follows:
1. Peer Feedback: the ability of students in essay writing class in English

Education focusing on how they give feedback in pair-work.



. Writing Skills: the ability of someone to express their feeling or thoughts
through written language.
. Perception: the point of view of the students’ essay writing about peer

feedback



