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ABSTRACT

Hidayah, Nur. (2023), English Teachers’ Strategies in Teaching Reading
Comprehension at the Second Grade Students in SMPN 1 Panyabungan
Selatan. Faculty of Language and Arts, Universitas Negeri Padang.

This research aimed to analyze the strategies used by English teachers in teaching
reading comprehension and how these strategies are implemented. This research
used a qualitative descriptive approach using questionnaires, observations and
interviews as research instruments. This research focused on two English teachers
who taught second grade students at SMPN 1 Panyabungan Selatan. Findings
revealed three main strategies used by teachers: Scaffolding, Think Aloud, and
QARS (Question Answer Relationship). The scaffolding strategy was implemented
by selecting texts that suited the student's level of difficulty, providing a general
description of the text, reading the text with the correct rthythm and intonation.
Helped students understand the language used by the author, and encourages
students to generate their own questions regarding words or concepts they did not
understand in the text. This strategy could help students develop their understanding
of the ideas in the text. Then, Think Aloud was implemented by making predictions
before reading the text, visualizing or creating a picture of the text, associating the
text with new knowledge or information with previously learned concepts,
identifying confusing parts in the text, and rereading previous parts when finding
parts of the text which was difficult to understand. This strategy allowed them to
relate information to the context of the text. Meanwhile, QARs were implemented
by teaching students to identify the relationship between the type of question and
the source of information in the text and helping students recognize whether the
answer could be found in the text or requires deeper understanding. This strategy
allowed teachers to assess students' understanding of the material being taught.
Apart from that, the use of this strategy was effective because it encourages students
to be more active so as to generate ideas and increase their participation in the
learning process. It also allowed teachers to ensure that students focued on the text
and understood its content.

Keywords : Teacher Strategies, Teaching Reading Comprehension



ABSTRAK

Hidayah, Nur. (2023), English Teachers’ Strategies in Teaching Reading
Comprehension at the Second Grade Students in SMPN 1 Panyabungan
Selatan. Faculty of Language and Arts, Universitas Negeri Padang.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis strategi yang digunakan oleh guru
bahasa Inggris dalam mengajar pemahaman membaca dan bagaimana strategi
tersebut diterapkan. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan deskriptif kualitatif
dengan menggunakan kuesioner, observasi dan wawancara sebagai instrumen
penelitian. Penelitian ini berfokus pada dua orang guru bahasa Inggris yang
mengajar siswa kelas dua di SMPN 1 Panyabungan Selatan. Temuan
mengungkapkan tiga strategi utama yang digunakan oleh guru: Scaffolding, Think
Aloud, dan QARS (Question Answer Relationship). Strategi scaffolding di
implementasikan dengan cara memilih teks yang sesuai dengan tingkat kesulitan
siswa, memberikan gambaran umum tentang teks, membacakan teks dengan ritme
dan intonasi yang benar, membantu siswa memahami bahasa yang digunakan oleh
penulis, dan mendorong siswa untuk menghasilkan pertanyaan sendiri mengenai
kata-kata atau konsep yang tidak mereka mengerti dalam teks. Strategi ini dapat
membantu siswa mengembangkan pemahaman mereka terhadap ide-ide dalam teks.
Kemudian, Think Aloud diimplementasikan dengan cara membuat prediksi
sebelum membaca teks, memvisualisasikan atau membuat gambaran tentang teks,
mengaitkan teks dengan pengetahuan atau informasi baru dengan konsep yang telah
dipelajari sebelumnya, mengidentifikasi bagian yang membingungkan dalam teks,
dan membaca kembali bagian sebelumnya saat menemukan bagian teks yang sulit
dipahami. Strategi ini memungkinkan mereka menghubungkan informasi dengan
konteks teks. Sedangkan QARs di implementasikan dengan cara mengajar siswa
untuk mengidentifikasi hubungan antara jenis pertanyaan dan sumber informasi
dalam teks dan membantu siswa mengenali apakah jawaban yang dapat ditemukan
dalam teks atau memerlukan pemahaman lebih dalam. Strategi ini memungkinkan
guru menilai pemahaman siswa terhadap materi yang diajarkan. Selain itu
penggunaan strategi ini efektif karena mendorong siswa untuk lebih aktif sehingga
menghasilkan ide dan meningkatkan partisipasinya dalam proses pembelajaran. Hal
ini juga memungkinkan guru untuk memastikan bahwa siswa fokus pada teks dan
memahami isinya.

Keywords : Strategi guru, Mengajar Pemahaman Membaca
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of The Problem

The teacher's strategy is a plan made by educators in teaching a learning
material in order to achieve the goals that will be achieved properly and
optimally. Budiansyah (2008) stated that teacher’s strategy is the teacher’s
ability to vary the way of teaching to meet various levels of students ability so
that students can actively participate in learning. According to Joyce and Weil
(2000) teacher’s strategy is a set of activities and actions chosen by the teacher

to help students achieve learning goals.

In teaching, the teacher must use the right teaching strategy so that
students can understand the lesson easily. According to Antoni (2010) teaching
strategy is a structure, technique, method, or sequence activities designed by
teachers to achieve teaching and learning goals. Teaching strategies are very
important things for a teacher to have during the teaching and learning activity
in the classroom because it will be easier for teacher to realize learning goals.
Brown (2004) has noted that teaching strategies can make teaching reading

easier to implement a variety of teaching methods and techniques.

From the explanation above, teachers need to use teaching strategies to
help facilitate the students learning process. Bunau, Sada, and Yanti (2013)
stated that appropriate teaching strategies can increase students’ understanding
and acceptance of subject matter and can help students achieve predetermined

learning goals. In addition, a variety of teaching strategies can also help maintain



students’ interest to learn. Tuhumury and Nikijuluw (2020). Beside that,
teaching strategies have benefits for both teachers and students. The benefits of
teaching strategies for teachers include; help teachers create an active and
interactive learning environment, increase teaching effectiveness and time
efficiency, enrich the teacher’s teaching experience, and facilitate the assessment
of student learning outcomes. On the other hand, the benefits of teaching
strategies for students include; help students understand and remember course
matterial better, improving students, ability to think critically and creatively,
increase students participation and interaction in the learning process, and

increase student motivation to learn.

There are many types of teaching strategy that the teacher can use in the
language teaching process. Wehrli (2003) stated that brainstorming, case-based
small group discussion, demonstration, games, and independent study can be
applied by the teacher as a teaching strategy in the classroom. However, each of
these teaching strategies has its own advantages and disadvantages, so the
teacher must be able to use appropriate teaching strategies in order to achieve

the learning goals.

In teaching reading comprehension, the teacher may use different
teaching strategies. Teaching reading comprehension is a teaching and learning
activity in the classroom which goes through a complex process when the teacher
teaches reading comprehension to students. Brown (2004), Stated that teaching
reading comprehension aims to help students to be effective and efficient

readers. Therefore, teachers must have strategies when teaching reading



comprehension to students. Teachers can use several different strategies so that

the desired target can be achieved.

There are many kinds of strategies that teachers can use when they are
teaching reading comprehension. Vacca and Vacca (1999) stated that some of
the teaching strategies in teaching reading comprehension are scaffolding, think-
aloud, reciprocal teaching, SQ3R, and Question-Answer Relationship (QARs).
These strategies can be used in combination or separately, dependending on the

teacher’s preference and the students’ needs.

According to Faris (2004) teachers need to learn about different teaching
approaches and how to apply them based on the students’ needs. Teachers will
have variety of teaching strategies and adapt them to the class in order to help
students understand. In addition, Some teachers stated that the use of strategies
that are not in accordance with the level of students can affect achievement

learning goals (Tuhumury and Nikijuluw, 2020).

Piaget (2014) stated that junior high school students have reached the
formal operational level (12 to 15 years). This level provides an indentity that
the maturity of the mind is reasoning and logical not only with respect to
concrete objects or data, but also with respect to the relationships that may exist
betweeen these objects. The ability to create and test hypotheses also develops.
From this level of reading ability increasingly developed and skilled. Likewise,
the level of understanding of reading is increasingly directed according to the
direction and purpose of the ideas, messages, and goals that the writer or author

wants to convey in the reading.



At this level, it shoud be easier for teachers to implement the teaching
strategy and make the students enjoy and easy to understand the lessons taught
by the teacher. The fact is that it is different from what happened on the field.
Based on the preliminary observation done by the researcher, it can be
concluded that many students still have difficulties in reading comprehension.
Teachers who are trying to solve this problem also face difficulties in using the
right strategies to teach reading comprehension effectively. This situation makes
it hard for both teachers and students, and it shows that teachers must use

teaching strategies according to the students interests and needs.

From the explanation, the researcher assumes that the teacher's role is
very important to overcome students' problems in learning reading
comprehension. The teacher must have appropriate strategy when teaching
reading comprehension in order to make it easier for students to understand and
be able to achieve learning goals. Based on these assumptions, the researcher
was interested in conducting a descriptive research entitled “English Teachers
Strategies In Teaching Reading Comprehension At The Second Grade Students
In Smpn 1 Panyabungan Selatan” to analyze the the strategies used by English
teachers in teaching reading comprehension and the implementation of the
strategies used by the English teachers in teaching reading comprehension. This
research was conducted at Junior High School number 1 South Panyabungan.
This study focuses on the English teachers in the second grade. The researcher
chose the location and object because the researcher found the problem that
accordance with the title raised. Beside that, it is supported by data found by

researcher in the field.



B. Identification of The Problem

The use of appropriate strategies can make it easier for teacher for help
students improving their reading comprehension. The teachers can use strategies
to increase students motivation and interest in reading because students often
face difficulties in learning reading comprehension. In addition, teachers need to
make students interested in learning English and make them enjoy the learning

process.

C. The Limitation of the Research

In order not to be too broad, the study uses scope and boundaries to limit
the discussion. Therefore, this study limits the scope of the problem. There are

several limitations in this study, namely;

1) This study focus on the strategies that used by the English teachers when
teach reading comprehension.
2) This study focus on second grade English teachers in SMPN 1

Panyabungan

Finally, by determining those limitations, the study will be easier for knowing

what strategies used to teach reading by the teachers in junior high school.

D. Formulation of the Problem

Based the explanation, this research conduct to find out the way English
teachers teach reading comprehension in classroom. To clarify this problem, the

researcher formulated several questions as follows:



1. What are the teaching strategies used by the English teachers to teach
reading comprehension at the second grade SMPN 1 Panyabungan?
2. How do the teachers implement the strategies in teaching reading

comprehension?

E. Purpose of the Research

1. To describe the strategies used by the English teachers in teaching
reading comprehension at the second grade SMPN 1 Panyabungan?
2. To describe the implementation of the strategies used by the English

teachers in teaching reading comprehension.

F. Significance of the Research

1. Theoretical significance
This study is a study conducted to analyze the strategies that used
by the English teachers in teaching reading comprehension in junior high
school. This research contains information that is intended to be useful
for the students, teachers, and readers. As well as a reference for other
researchers to examine the teaching and learning activity of English in
the classroom.
2. Practical significance
a. For English teachers, This research can be used as a reference in
finding out some of the strategies used by the English teachers in
teaching reading comprehension to students. Teachers can choose the

best strategies to implement when teaching reading comprehension.



b. For other researcher, This research can contribute and provide
information for future researchers when conducting research on
strategies for teaching reading comprehension. The finding of this

study are intended to contribute for teachers and future researchers.

G. Definition of Key Term

1. Teaching Strategy

Teaching Strategy is the teaching plan used by the English teachers
at SMPN 1 Panyabungan Selatan. In this study will be sought to find out the

strategies are used in the lesson.

2. Reading Comprehension

Reading comprehension is a student’s ability to uderstand and interpet
text written. In this study, reading comprehension refers to the strategies and
approaches English teachers use when teaching students to improve their

ability to understand the texts they read.



