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ABSTRAK 

Mella Fauzia. 2024. Tantangan dan Strategi Dosen serta Persepsi Mahasiswa 
dalam Mata Kuliah Pronunciation Bahasa Inggris di Universitas PGRI 
Sumatera Barat. Tesis. Magister Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris Fakultas Bahasa 
dan Seni. Universitas Negeri Padang. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis tantangan dan strategi dosen serta 
persepsi mahasiswa dalam mata kuliah Pronunciation bahasa Inggris di 
Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat. Partisipan dalam penelitian ini adalah dua 
orang dosen mata kuliah pengucapan Bahasa Inggris dan mahasiswa semester tiga 
Jurusan Bahasa Inggris Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat. Penelitian ini adalah 
penelitian deskriptif. Sumber data diambil dari hasil wawancara dan kuesioner. 
Tantangan dosen dalam mengajarkan pengucapan bahasa Inggris dilihat dari dua 
jenis yaitu tantangan internal dan eksternal. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan 
bahwa dosen mempunyai tantangan internal dalam hal kurangnya rasa percaya 
diri, kurangnya pengetahuan, dan masalah pedagogi. Namun, tidak menghadapi 
tantangan eksternal apa pun. Tantangan lain yang dihadapi oleh dosen adalah 
menghadapi mahasiswa dengan berbagai situasi mereka karena mereka berasal 
dari latar belakang dan kemampuan yang berbeda-beda. Untuk menghadapi 
tantangan tersebut, dosen mempunyai strategi untuk mengatasinya. Dosen 
melakukan persiapan sebelum memulai perkuliahan. Dosen mencari sumber apa 
saja seperti buku teks atau mencari sumber lain di internet. Terkait tantangan yang 
datang dari mahasiswa, dosen memotivasi dan meningkatkan kesadaran 
mahasiswa untuk selalu belajar dan meningkatkan pengucapannya tidak hanya di 
dalam kelas tetapi juga di luar kelas. Dosen juga menggunakan strategi dengan 
membagi siswa menjadi kelompok-kelompok kecil selama proses pembelajaran. 
Selain itu, mahasiswa menunjukkan persepsi yang sangat positif terhadap strategi 
pengajaran dosen. Mereka menyatakan bahwa strategi yang digunakan oleh dosen 
di kelas dapat membantu mereka dalam mempelajari mata kuliah pengucapan. 
Dengan demikian, dapat disimpulkan bahwa dosen menghadapi tantangan internal 
dalam pengajaran pengucapan bahasa Inggris dan strategi yang digunakan dosen 
di kelas memberikan persepsi positif kepada mahasiswa. 

Kata Kunci: strategi, tantangan, persepsi, pengucapan 
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ABSTRACT  

Perception in Teaching English Pronunciation at Universitas PGRI Sumatera 
Barat. Thesis. Master of English Education of Faculty of Languages and 
Arts. Universitas Negeri Padang. 

This study aims  and 
perception in teaching English pronunciation at Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat. 
The participants of the study were two pronunciation subject lecturers and the 
third semester of English Department students of Universitas PGRI Sumatera 
Barat. This study is descriptive research. The source of data was taken from the 
result of interview and questionnaire. The 
English pronunciation were seen from the internal and external challenges. The 
result of the study shows that the lecturers have internal challenges in terms of 
lack of confidence, lack of knowledge, and pedagogical issues. However, the 
lecturers do not face any external challenges. Meanwhile, the lecturer faces other 

situations because they come from various backgrounds and ability. To face the 
challenges, the lecturers have the strategies to overcome it. The lecturers prepare 
themselves before starting the class. The lecturers look for the any resources such 
as textbook or looking for other sources on the internet. To overcome the 
challenge which coming from the students, the lecturer motivates and increases 
the awareness of the students to always learn and improve their pronunciation not 
only in the classroom but also outside of the class. The lecturer also uses strategy 
by dividing the students into small group during the learning process. Moreover, 

strategies. They stated that the strategies used by the lecturers in the classroom 
could help them in learning pronunciation courses. Thus, it can be concluded that 
the lecturers face internal challenges in teaching English pronunciation and the 
strategies used by lecturers in the classroom gave positive perception to the 
students.  

Keywords: strategy, challenge, perception, pronunciation 
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                            CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Languages are needed for communication. There are many spoken 

languages in the world and English is an international language that is used for 

communication between countries in the world.  It plays a significant function, 

particularly for people who want to speak with people from various nations. 

People have an international language in order to communicate with one another 

for this reason. 

There are four primary skills needed to master English: speaking, 

listening, reading, and writing both spoken and written. Pronunciation is essential 

for learning how to speak in English since different pronunciations can have 

different meanings and can lead to misunderstandings in conversations. As stated 

by Maniruzzaman (2008), he mentions that pronunciation is seen as an essential 

and integrated component of learning a second language, and it has an impact on 

student's performance and capacity for communication. Pronunciation and 

communication proficiency are strongly linked when learning a language.  

In addition, two elements are included in English pronunciation: 

phonetics and phonology. These two elements are necessary for language teaching 

since phonetics defines the individual speech sound differences and phonology 

illustrates the speech sounds pattern. Gut (2009) points out that phonetics is 
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related to speech sounds, it is about the production, properties, and perception. 

Meanwhile, phonology is about any pattern that can be formed in speech sounds. 

A similar idea is also mentioned by Gilakjani (2012). He mentions the elements of 

English pronunciation into two categories: segmental and suprasegmental. 

Segmental consists of phonetics that is divided into two: consonants and vowel 

sounds. The suprasegmental elements consist of linking, intonation, and stress. 

Both of these elements are also necessary for English pronunciation. 

Every speech sound can be divided into two categories when producing 

speech sounds: vowels and consonants (Jones, 1975). The consonants are 

described as sounds coming from narrowings in the vocal tract, audible friction is 

produced when the airflow is either entirely blocked or restricted. In addition, the 

vowel is a voiced sound that forms when air continuously passes through the 

mouth and pharynx without interruption, producing audible friction. Thus, every 

person must master all of these elements to have good pronunciation.  

Moreover, the role of the lecturer is very important for students in 

learning English pronunciation. With a variety of student backgrounds and 

abilities, the lecturers may need to prepare the teaching that can accommodate this 

diversity. To help the students to be able to speak English correctly, the lecturers 

must also have good ability to pronounce the English sounds. The lecturers may 

also need to have good teaching skill so that the learning process and objectives 

can be achieved optimally. Studies about teaching pronunciation have been done 

until today since the theory about pronunciation itself emerged in language 
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teaching and learning. Thus, it has attracted several scholars to conduct a study on 

it.  

Several studies have been done related to teaching English pronunciation. 

Tergujeff (2012) conducted a study on how English pronunciation is taught from 

elementary to high school in Finland, what methods are used and what elements 

are emphasized. This study shows that pronunciation teaching varies widely. 

Emphasis is placed on pragmatism and teacher-led as well as traditional teaching 

methods used in teaching. Astina, et al (2020) conducted a study to describe the 

technique that teacher use in teaching English pronunciation to young learners and 

the difficulties in teaching pronunciation for young learners at SD Negeri 82 

Parepare. It is found that the teacher used two techniques in teaching English 

pronunciation; drill and visual aids techniques. In drill technique the teacher used 

repetition drill, whereas in visual aids teacher use a picture.  

Perdana et.al (2019) also conducted a study to know the teaching 

methods used by teachers as well as the strengths and weaknesses in teaching 

pronunciation to students. They found that teachers used an audio-lingual 

approach to teach pronunciation. Teachers, as role models, are effective. The 

weakness is that repetitive techniques bored for the students. Then, Purwanto 

(2019) conducted research exploring pronunciation materials in modules and 

syllabi at Indraprastha PGRI University, Jakarta. He measured the results of using 

the module. The results showed that teaching pronunciation using a variety of 

pronunciation teaching materials and practices can provide students accurately 

oriented exercises and fluency-based activities. 
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Furthermore, Tahereen (2015) conducted research on pronunciation teaching 

conditions in Bangladesh. This study focuses on the challenges of teaching 

pronunciation at the college level. She points out that the challenges in teaching 

English pronunciation are native speaker interference, poor exposure to English, 

the English spelling system, lack of interest and awareness of pronunciation, the 

influence of local accents and the fossilization of some pronunciations.  Al-

Shaibani (2023) conducted a study on teaching pronunciation challenges to Saudi 

Arabian female students. She mentioned some of the obstacles that ESL 

pronunciation teachers face in schools, such as confidence, professional 

development knowledge, and teaching methods. Babadjanova & Nargiza (2023) 

also conducted a study about challenges and possible solutions to teaching 

English pronunciation. She revealed some various techniques and methods to 

solve cultural-based challenges in teaching pronunciation such as integrates 

listening, pronunciation, and speaking skills and references Bloom's taxonomy for 

sequential activities. 

On account of the previous studies, it can be seen that research on 

pronunciation teaching has been carried out in different focuses. Tergujeff (2012) 

focused on teaching methods and  items that are emphasized in English 

pronunciation teaching. Perdana et.al (2019) also focused on teaching method 

with its strength and weeknesses. Then, Purwanto (2019) focused on exploring the 

materials of pronunciation in modules and syllabi.  Astina, et al (2020) focused on 

the technique and difficulties in teaching English pronunciation. 
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Meanwhile, Tahereen (2015) and Al-Shaibani (2023) conducted a study that 

focuses on the challenges in teaching pronunciation, and a study Babadjanova & 

Nargiza (2023) also conducted a study about challenges and also gave some 

possible solutions to overcome the challenges. However, these studies analyzed 

the challenges in general, the challenges were not categorized. The results based 

on the experiences of participants in general, in other words, the teaching 

challenges categorizations are not specified. Therefore, this is a gap in this 

research. This study investigated the teaching challenges categorization based on 

the theory by Hayati A. Majid (2008) and the strategies to solve the challenges 

were also investigated. The students were also investigated in order to know their 

perceptions about the strategies used in the classroom. 

Thus, it can be concluded that analyzing the teaching pronunciation in 

the school or university can be done not only by looking at the method and 

technique that the teacher used but also by looking at the materials and the items 

that are taught by the teachers in the process of teaching. Then, it also can be done 

by looking at the challenge that the teachers may face in teaching English 

pronunciation and its solutions

challenges and strategies in teaching English pronunciation. The challenges were 

investigated from the internal and external factors. The strategies to face the 

challenges were also considered to be important to investigate and t

perceptions about the strategies were also analyzed.  
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B. Identification of Problem 

From several problems that have been discussed in the background of the 

problem, several things are possible to be investigated related to teaching 

pronunciation. First, it can be done by looking at the teaching method and 

technique used by the teachers. Second, it can be done by looking at the materials 

of pronunciation and syllabi used in teaching English pronunciation. Third, it can 

be done by looking at the challenges and possible solutions in teaching English 

pronunciation.  Clearly, this research was conducted to find out the lecturers  

challenges and strategies in teaching English pronunciation at Universitas PGRI 

Sumatera Barat. 

C. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification above, the problem of this research is limited 

to the challenges and lecturer strategies in teaching English pronunciation at 

Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat. The challenges were observed based on the 

internal and external challenges proposed by Hayati A. Majid (2008) and the 

strategies to solve the challenges were obtained from the experience of the 

lecturers themselves. The participant of the research is the lecturers of 

pronunciation course at Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat because not all the 

schools and universities have specific pronunciation courses or subjects, 

especially in Padang City; pronunciation tends already have been combined with 

speaking subjects. Thus, the participants of the study were the pronunciation 

course lecturers at Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat. The third semester students 

also were investigated to find out their perceptions on 
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teaching English pronunciation. They were chosen because they had studied the 

pronunciation course in the first semester.  

D. Formulation of the Problem 

This research problem is formulated as the following question: What are 

the challenges and strategies in teaching English pronunciation at 

Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat?  

E. Research Questions 

The formulation of the problem above is elaborated in the following 

research questions: 

1. What are the lecturer  challenges in teaching English pronunciation at 

Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat? 

2. What are the lecturer  strategies to face the challenges in teaching English 

pronunciation at Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat? 

3. How 

English pronunciation at Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat? 

F. Purpose of the Research 

 In order to have a clear objective of the research, it is necessary to 

elaborate on the purposes stated as follows:  

1. To find out the lecturer  challenges in teaching English pronunciation at 

Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat 
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2. To find out the lecturer  strategies in teaching English pronunciation at 

Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat 

3. To find out the students

English pronunciation at Universitas PGRI Sumatera Barat  

G. Significance of the Research 

This research has two significances. First, this research is expected to 

give contribution in the form of significant information, particularly to those who 

are interested in teaching and learning English, especially to the teaching 

challenges and strategies in teaching English pronunciation in West Sumatera. 

Then, the result of the research will be useful for any related education 

practitioners to improve or give more attention to better English pronunciation 

teaching. The improvement can be in the form of teaching and learning media, 

s in 

teaching English pronunciation.  

H. Definition of Key Terms 

To prevent misinterpretation among the readers, here are some key terms 

used in this research: 

1. Strategy is a detailed plan for achieving success it can be anything that 

teachers use or do to deliver course material in ways that keep students 

engaged and practicing their skills. 

2. Challenge is something that needs great mental or physical effort in order 

to be done successfully 
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3. Perception is a belief or opinion, often held by many people and based on 

how things seem 

4. Pronunciation is the way in which a word is pronounced. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


