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ABSTRACT 

 

Aidin Ahsan, 2023. Speech Act Analysis On Statements Delivered By The Minister 

Of Foreign Affairs Of The Republic Of Indonesia. Thesis. English Language and 

Literature Department. Faculty of Language and Arts. Universitas Negeri 

Padang.  

 

A speech act is a way of understanding someone's meaning. At this point, the minister 

of foreign affairs is one of the government structures with the legitimation to make an 

action for the public. The statement or speeches is one of the actions. In this research, 

the researcher tried to analyze speech act categories and felicity conditions in a 

statement. This research uses descriptive qualitative research to examine. The 

researcher analyzed three parts: the list and collection of all the statements, categories 

types of speech acts, and felicity condition. Lastly, all types of speech acts and 

felicity condition types found in the statement were conducted. As a result, the 

researcher found 70 assertive, 44 directive, 47 commissive, 12 expressive, and 5 

declarative for illocutionary acts. For, perlocutionary acts are 86 persuading, 80 

convincing, and 12 scaring. And for the felicity condition shows 41 propositional 

content conditions, 61 preparatory conditions, 47 sincerity conditions, and 29 

essential conditions. In conclusion, the minister's statement contains assertive and 

persuasive speech acts, so the condition of felicity is a condition of preparation. In 

addition, ministerial statements follow Indonesia's free and active foreign policy 

rules. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Aidin Ahsan, 2023. Speech Act Analysis on Statements Delivered by the Minister 

of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia. Skripsi. Program Studi Bahasa 

dan Sastra Inggris. Fakultas Bahasa dan Seni. Univeristas Negeri Padang.  

 

Tindak tutur merupakan cara memahami maksud seseorang. Dalam hal ini, Menteri 

Luar Negeri merupakan salah satu struktur pemerintahan yang mempunyai legitimasi 

untuk melakukan suatu tindakan bagi masyarakat. Pernyataan atau pidato merupakan 

salah satu tindakan. Dalam penelitian ini, peneliti mencoba menganalisis kategori 

tindak tutur dan kondisi kebahagiaan dalam sebuah pernyataan. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan penelitian kualitatif deskriptif untuk mengkaji. Peneliti menganalisis 

tiga bagian: daftar dan kumpulan semua pernyataan, kategori jenis tindak tutur, dan 

kondisi kebahagiaan. Terakhir, semua jenis tindak tutur dan jenis kondisi 

kebahagiaan yang ditemukan dalam pernyataan tersebut dilakukan. Hasilnya, peneliti 

menemukan 70 tindak asertif, 44 direktif, 47 komisif, 12 ekspresif, dan 5 deklaratif 

untuk tindak ilokusi. Sebab, tindak perlokusi ada 86 membujuk, 80 meyakinkan, dan 

12 menakut-nakuti. Dan untuk kondisi kebahagiaan menunjukkan 41 kondisi isi 

proposisi, 61 kondisi persiapan, 47 kondisi keikhlasan, dan 29 kondisi esensial. 

Kesimpulannya, pernyataan menteri tersebut mengandung tindak tutur yang tegas dan 

persuasif, sehingga syarat kebahagiaan merupakan syarat persiapan. Selain itu, 

pernyataan menteri mengikuti aturan politik luar negeri bebas aktif Indonesia. 

 

Kata kunci: Tutur kata, Kondisi kebahagian, Pidato politik 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of Problem 

Language is the main form of communication used to convey messages. 

Language is not only used in formal circumstances but also in informal 

circumstances. Language in formal circumstances is identical to language in the 

workplace and state (political affairs), while informal circumstances are called 

everyday life. In political affairs, the role of language in conveying ideas and 

ideologies has always been the center of public attention.  Thus, the people who hold 

the reins of power become the subject of concern and are as notable as the language 

they express (Astiandani et al., 2022). In this era, politics can greatly change the 

social community, like a Speech from someone with power that involves the public or 

society. The Minister has a good deal for deciding on the statement at a national or 

international conference. Minister Foreign Affairs is one of the government structures 

regulating global issues such as cooperation or negotiations between nations 

(Kementrian Luar Negeri Republik Indonesia, 2018). The statement that the minister 

makes, like policy or decision regarding international issues, can be understood by 

the public about what the government will do about it.  

A statement or speech is a message the minister delivers with an important point 

that brings political impact to society; the statement or speech needs a clear message 

that people will understand. According to Mohammed Hashim (2015), in political 

speeches, ideas and ideologies must be conveyed through language so that they are 



 

2 
 

  

agreed upon by the receivers and others who may read or hear parts of the speech 

afterward in the media. Words and expressions are used or omitted to affect meaning 

in different ways. Moreover, political speeches are composed by professional 

speechwriters educated in persuasive language. However, the statement or speech that 

must be prepared still needs a proper message through the type of condition and 

speech acts used and because of the different insights and audience perspectives 

about the issue. 

The type of condition and speech act are the major things that need to be focused 

on to make a statement or speech in appropriate ways. Appropriately using the speech 

act acquired through cultural experiences is important in embodying social 

relationships (Bayat, 2013). So, the speech act acquires to express the language and 

culture within the same times in the statement or speech by the minister. Then, the 

type of condition shows the relation between the speaker and the audience. Based on 

Mulatsih et al. (2019), the use of language influenced by context can be seen through 

the aspect of the condition related to the setting or type of interaction. This type of 

variation explains how the relationship between social backgrounds and the 

interaction that occurs affects the choice of language use. Therefore, to understand 

the statement or speech delivered by the minister through the linguistics component 

of the language analysis, speech act and type of condition become the major aspect 

that needs to be noticed. 

Language analysis and political discourse will be part of this context connected to 

the language and social aspects because language and society can know the utterance 

or message that builds from communication that delivers from sender to receiver 
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connection to the human attitude. When considering language from a socio-cultural 

viewpoint, taking into account the "worlds of users" that incorporate the context or 

"human condition," people refer to the pragmatic usage of it, which indicates that 

pragmatics is the study of a context-dependent language from Indrawati in Dewi et al. 

(2020). So, sociocultural and language connect for the human attitude and condition.  

Speech act and felicity conditions have been involved in sociocultural and 

language use. According to Hamad et al. (2022), a speech act links the actual word 

‘speech’ and the consequences of ‘action.’ According to Austin (1962), speech acts 

have three types which are locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary. As 

described (Yule 1996), a locutionary act is an act of utterance or producing a 

meaningful expression. Then, an illocutionary action is performed through the 

communicative force of an utterance. And perlocutionary act is concerned with what 

follows an utterance. The illocutionary act is the one that can force it to be more 

communicative, and the felicity condition is a specific condition that the performance 

of the speech act will be effective. Al-Sulaimaan & Khoshaba (2018) said the felicity 

conditions have been defined as the criteria that must be fulfilled if the speech act is 

to achieve its purpose. 

In conclusion, speech act theory explores the relationship between language and 

action. It proposes that when people speak, they are not only producing words, but 

they are also performing actions through their utterances. The three types of speech 

acts are locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary, each with a unique function. 

Illocutionary acts are the ones that have communicative force, and their effectiveness 

depends on fulfilling the felicity conditions. Felicity's conditions are the specific 
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criteria that must be met for a speech act to be considered successful in achieving its 

intended purpose. Overall, speech act theory is crucial in understanding how language 

is used to accomplish various communicative goals in different sociocultural contexts 

such as political issues, economics, etc. 

In Indonesia, especially in foreign relations, the government uses the notion of 

free and active and NAM (Non-Aligned Movement) as a reference for action. Based 

on Haryanto (2014), free means that the Indonesian nation has the right to determine 

its attitude in dealing with existing problems without taking sides with power blocs or 

military alliances in the world. Active means that Indonesia fights for "independence, 

eternal peace, and social justice" worldwide. As Akbar et al. (2020) stated, NAM is a 

political movement that does not side with the West and East Block. So, the concepts 

of free and active foreign policy and the Non-Aligned Movement reference its actions 

in foreign relations. Free means that Indonesia can determine its stance on global 

issues without aligning with power blocs or military alliances. Active means that 

Indonesia works towards independence, peace, and social justice globally. The Non-

Aligned Movement is a political movement that does not align with the West or East 

Block.  

These days, the Indonesian minister of foreign affairs' speech contains many 

expressive, assertive, directive, etc. As well as the effects or objectives resulting from 

the speech. The problem is whether the minister's speech still follows Indonesia's free 

and active foreign policy ideology, the NAM, the form of speech criteria resulting 

from these speech acts, and the conditions for felicitous prediction. This problem 

makes a speech or statement understandable in conveying a message. 



 

5 
 

  

Speech acts and felicity conditions have been studied by some researchers, such 

as in a journal written by Astiandani et al. (2022); this research reveals an 

illocutionary act is the most common use, which is commissive type in Biden's 

victory speech (Mohammed Hashim, 2015) express commissive, assertive, and 

directive are used in political campaigns strategies, (Dylgjeri, 2017) show 

commissive, assertive, and expressive acts was the biggest percentage and also 

perlocutionary which is thankful, promising, and encouraging apply in political 

speech, (Yuliarti et al., 2021) the research provides that the fulfillment of felicity 

condition in speech act in the speech was an essential condition, and also (Al-

Sulaimaan & Khoshaba, 2018) present the setting some felicity conditions for the 

commissive speech acts category in the light of the illocutionary force components.  

Unlike the previous research, this research tries to conduct the types of speech 

acts, which are locutionary act (utterance), illocutionary act (mean), and 

perlocutionary act (effect). Also, the felicity condition is propositional content, 

preparatory condition, sincerity condition, and essential condition. Therefore, the 

researcher analyzes the remarks or speeches delivered by the minister of foreign 

affairs of the Republic of Indonesia through the types of speech acts and felicity 

conditions based on the theory Verschueren (1999). From this research, it will be 

known what impact the minister's speech conveys on the topic of discussion, 

especially for international issues, so there is no misunderstanding of the message. 
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1.2. Identification of the Problem 

 The problem identified in this research is the analysis of the speech or remarks 

made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia from a 

linguistic perspective, specifically identifying the speech act and type of felicity 

condition. The study aims to understand how language is used in political speeches 

and its impact on society. The research seeks to examine the relationship between 

language, socio-cultural context, and human attitudes to gain insights into the 

pragmatic use of language. By analyzing the Minister's speech, the study intends to 

contribute to a better understanding of the role of language in political affairs and its 

impact on society. 

 

1.3. Focus of the Research 

This research focuses on identifying the minister's statement using speech act 

analysis and the type of felicity condition based on the theory of Verschueren (1999). 

In this research, the researcher will describe the categories of the speech act in 

locutionary acts and illocutionary acts: assertive, directive, commissive, expressive, 

and declarative. Also, perlocutionary acts are persuading, convincing, scaring, 

insulting, and amusing, and the types of felicity conditions are propositional content 

condition, preparatory condition, sincerity condition, and essential condition. The 

research examines how appropriate speech acts and felicity conditions in the 

minister's statement or speech can influence the audience's perception and 

understanding of the message. 
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1.4. Formulation of the Problem 

The problems of the research that will be discussed are: 

1. What are the types of speech act that is found out in the statement of the 

minister of foreign affairs of Indonesia? 

2. What is the type of felicity condition that is found out in the statement of the 

minister of foreign affairs of Indonesia? 

 

1.5. Purpose of the Research 

1. To find the types of speech act that is found out in the statement of the 

minister of foreign affairs of Indonesia. 

2. To find the type of felicity condition that is found out in the statement of the 

minister of foreign affairs of Indonesia. 

 

1.6. Significance of the Research 

The significance of this research is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the 

language used in the statement or speech delivered by the minister of foreign affairs 

of the Republic of Indonesia. By examining the speech act and type of felicity 

condition, the study aims to shed light on how the minister constructs meaning and 

conveys ideas and ideologies to the audience. 

The research is significant because it offers insights into the use of language in 

political discourse and how it can shape public perception and understanding. The 

study can demonstrate how the pragmatic usage of language is influenced by the 
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speaker's cultural and social background and the interaction between the speaker and 

the audience.  

In summary, this research is significant because it can provide valuable insights 

into the use of language in political discourse, contribute to the field of pragmatics, 

and enhance our understanding of the relationship between language and social 

context. 

 

1.7. Definition of the Key Terms 

The definition of the key terms of this research involved such as:  

1. Speech Acts 

The speech act is a field of science that studies the use of language both by 

word users and by speech.  

2. Felicity Conditions 

The felicity condition is understanding the true condition of a speech act 

delivered by the speaker. 

3. Political Speech 

Political speech is a means of communication and persuasion in the political 

sphere. It is often used by individuals or groups who seek to influence public 

opinion or policy decisions. 

 

 

 


