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LINGUISTICS CLASSIFICATION
By Jufrizal

I Introduction

- Studying about language (human is language) can be both confusing and
interesting, It is confusing since the language involves all of things. We cannot
absolutely say that language is like this or like that one. It is both abstract and
aslo concrete thing. It is a social and individual phenomenon. It exists but it
‘cannot be touched as easy as its existence. On the other hand, the phenomena of
language itself become the “things” that atract human’s interest. It seems that
language is “a fertile field” to be studied not only for theoritical aims but alsc
tor practical uses. Besides, the language can be both studied from the languége
itself and by involving other ciences. Language is every where. It is an

important characteristic of human beings.

Language is not onl ¥y being. It is also becoming, existing anterior to the split
between thinking and thought (Wardaugh, 1972: 3). Because of that, the study
“about language has been progressing since long time ago. Traditional linguists
have begun to know and analyze what the language is. Since then, the scientific
study of language that we call linguistics (See Lyons, 1‘387 1; Lim, 1975: 3) has
become a field of sciense with a good progress. Some developments,
mmovations or improvements of inguitics ave not strange things anymore. The

developments of any aspecta of lmcrmstxcs come into’ mtexesung issues
“nowadays. A '
 Since language inv'qlves many aspects of human's life, the linguistics has
developed quickly. If at the beginning era the traditional ]J'ngvuists' were only
.interested in studying language in a small/specific scope, at the following era
until today the scope of linguistics become broader. Consequently, the branches,
‘divisions, or classifications of linguitics rise dramatically to be complex. Any

* theoritical and practical aspects of linguitics cause the people to have to arrive



at the divisions or classification of the linguistics. Unless, the confusion will be

the problem of this science.

Related fo the development of linguistics, some linguists have come to the
conclusion that the classification of linguistics is a crucial need. They propose
terms, definitions, classifications, or divisions to refer to linguistics classiﬁcation,
Th'ey'use their own logical thinking to give the framework about linguistics
classification. Among, them is the linguistics classification proposed by Hj,emes

(1968) (See Kentjono, 1990: 15 and Kridalaksana, 1993: xxviii).

This paper, however, would lke to show the linguistics classification as
proposed by Kridalaksana (1993) only. Kridalaksana’s classification is cﬁosen
since il 1s clear enough, simple, understandable, and up to date. The aim of this
paper is to give briefl description about linguistics classification to the readers in
order that linguistics can be seen as it is. It is needed to avoid the confusion
about the complexity of linguistics and to lead us to have clear point of view
about branches of linguistics. However, this paper does not discuss deeply and
fully about each classitication ot linguistics, nor does 1t explain completely all of
the branches of lnguistics, It just shows shertly and simply each classification of

linguistics.

2. ngui’sbtics Classification
| 2.1 General overview |
The dassiﬁcaﬁon of linguistics is an at_teinpt TOl encourage and lead us to
| understand the tesm linguistics. The field of linguistics s broad and general. It is
sure that nobody masters all of the fields of Bnguistiés completely. In other side,
‘the terms used to determine linguistics classifications are not absolutely
defined. Tt means the border-line between one classification and another is not
always clear {Kridalaksana in Koentjono, 1990: 15)
)A;:co‘rdiﬁg to Kridalaksana (1993:xxviii), linguistics can be classified into
nﬁcrolihguiiics, macrolinguitics, and ancther field that lies between

micfohﬁguiﬁcs and macrolinguitics. I\z'ﬁcrolinguitic.s is theoritical classification
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of linguistics. In theoritical classification, there are fields of linguistics for
language in general (general linguitics) and for certain language. In general
linguistics, there are thearitical ling uistics, descriptive linguistics, and historical-
comparative linguistics. And for certain languages, there are descriptive

linguistics and histerical-comparative linguustics.

Macrolinguistics consists of interdisciplinary classitications that can be devided
info theoritical linguistics (nen-applied hnguistics) and applied lnguistics.
Theoritical linguistics of macrolinguistics are phonetics, stilistics, linguistic
philosephy, psycholinguistics, sociochinguistics, ethnolinguistics, philology,
semiotics, epigraphy, and palaeography. While the classifications of
macrolinguistics that belong, to applied linguistics are language teaching,
translatior, lexicography, applied phonetics; applied sociolinguistics,
international language construction, specific language construction, language
pathology, graphology. and mechanolinguistics.

The third classification of lingudstics is that the history of linguistics. The history
of linguistics involves the discussion of microlinguistics and macrolinguistics.
But since it is a kind of the hustory (of linguistics), it tends to macrolinguistics

rather than to microlinguistics. Let's see the following figure:



Linguitics Classification

I. Microlinguistics
Theoritical Classifivation /!
General : (1) theoritical linguistics /;" Interdisciplinary classification:
(2} descriptive linguistics /; ! . phonetics
(3) historical-comparative ' - stilistics
linguistics /,{/ - linguistic philosophy
7 - psycholinguistics
/! - sociolinguistics
For cextain language {(s) / - ethnolinguistics
(1) descriptive inguistics / - philology |
(2) historical-comparative /1 - semiotics
linguistics /I/ - ei)igraphy
/ - palaeography
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’/ / H. Macrolinguistics
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- lexicography

- applied phonetics

- applied sociolinguistics

- jnternational language construction
- specific language construction

- languge patlxolbgy

- graphology

- mechanolingudstics

I History of lingnistics
Note; ======== to separate microlinguitics from macrolingunistics

to separate theoritical (non-applied linguistics) from applied hinguistics
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2.2 Brief Discussion

2.2.1 Microlinguistics
' Among the classification of linguistics above, microlinguistics s regarded as the
core of linguistics (See Kridalaksana in Kentjono, 1990: 15} According to
Kridalaksana (1993:138), micrelinguistics is a part of Inguistics which studies a
language from the language itsclf. The studies of any languages that try to study
the structure or the materials of the llanguage directly belong to

microlinguistics,

Actually this term 15 used by linguists, especially in the 1950s, to refer to the
main areas of linguistics: phonology, morphology, and syntax. However, more
broadly, the ferm can be used to distinguish complementary views of a subject,
* one being strictly tinguistics. Generally, it is also used to refer to any analysis of

linguistics data involving a maxumum depth of detail (Crystal, 1985: 194).

General theoritical linguistics (usually mentioned general linguistics) is the
classification (field) of linguistics that attempts fto understand  general
characteristics of languages. While the theoritical linguistics tor certain
language attempts to study the characteristics of a certain language
(Kridalaksana, 1990:11).

In general linguistics, we find thecretical linguistics. This is a branch of
linguistics that studies language in order to formulate rules existing in the
language. Descriptive linguistics is also calted synchronic linguistics. It is a part
of linguistics that studies language system al certain time. Branches of
descriptive linguistics are descriptive phonology, morphelogy, syntax, and
lexicology. In descriptive linguistics, the linguists try to build a comprehensive
theory of the expression side the language. and to make detailed and
comprehensive statement about the expression systems of specific languages

(See Kridalaksana in Kentjone, 1990 13: Gleason, 1970: 11; Robin, 1992: 4).
Historical comparative-linguistics is a kind of diachronic linguistics. The terms

synchronic and diachrenic refer to the time dimension of language study. If



synchronic hinguistics considers certain time without including the past and the
future time, diachronic linguistics relates two pesiods of time or duration of
time. Historical linguistics can be sepasa ted from comparative lingudstics.
Historical linguistics studies the development ot language in certain duration of
time, the way hew language changes from time to tme, and cause snd effect of
the language change itselt both inside and oulside of the language. While the
cemparative linguistics makes the mmpansm‘ between twe or more points of
view, two or more different languages by using the theory of comparative
linguistics. Related to this, historical linguistics can be regarded a5 a special type

of comparative linguistics (See Robms, 1992: 5-6; Hockett, 1969: 303).

Al of these branches of linguistics so far belong to microlinguistics. These parts

of linguistics are theoretical linguistics (non-applied linguistics).

2.2.2 Macrolinguistics

The term macmlmguisﬁcs'was wsed around the 1950s by hinguists o identify an
extremely broad conception of e subject of linguistics Inquiry (Crystal, 1985
186). Other opinicn about macrolinguistics is given by Kridalaksana {See
Kentjono, 1990: 11} Accordig to him, tnacroling uistics iv linguistic field which
studies language in relation to factors outside of Janguage; including

interdisciplinary classification and applied classification (applied linguistics).

Interdisciplinary classification means that the study of langunage mot only is
based on the 1&1\{,&&@;@ iself bul also involves another field of sciences. In
accordance with macro];inguistics, it is the study of language through broad
concephon rather than pure linguistics only. It is also said that macrolinguistics
includes theoretical das»ﬂma@*m and inferdisciptinary classification; both ate
non-applied classiﬁca'tion (theoretical linguistics in common), and applied

classification of inguistics {applied linguistics in conumon).



2.2.2.1 Interdisciplinary classification
Branches /fields of linguistics that belong fo interdisciplinary classification are
phonetics, stylistics, Bnguistics p hilosophy, psycholinguistics, sociclinguistics,

ethmelinguistics, philology, semiotics, epigiaph. and paleography.

Phonetics is the science which studies the chavacteristics of human sound-
making, especially thuse scunds used in speech, and provides methods of their
description, classification, and transcriptior. Gencrally, there are three branches
of phonefics: ardoulatory phunetics, acoustics s phunetics, and auditory phonetics

(Crystal, 1985 229).

Lass {1984: 1) states that phoneties is ‘neutral’ study of the scunds themselves as
phenomena in the physical world, and the physiological, anatomical,
neurological, and psychological properties of human beings that make them. It
is seen thal physics, biology, psychology, and neurology are involved m
phonetics.

Stylistics is the study ot language used in written art or literature. This is 2 kind
of interdiscipiinary science between Hnguistics and lteratwe (Kridalaksane,
1993 202). Linguistic phudoscphy is the interdisciplinary science between
linguistics and philesophy. Kridalaksana (1993 55) mentions that Linguistic
philosophy is the study of the nature and the position of language as the
human's activities. This study vaises the basic and conceptual framework of
tinguistics in geoeral.

Besides that, it has been already known that psycholinguistics is the
interdisciplinary science between psychology and linguistics. Psycholinguistics
basically concerns with language as psychological phenontencn; and most
characteristically with language in the individ {ual (Garman, 1991 xidi). It is a
branch of linguistics which studies the correlation between linguistics
behaviour and the psychological processes thought to underlie that behaviour.

-

There are two possible divecticas vl study, One may use language as a means of



elucidating psychelogical theorics and processes (role of language as it aftects
memuory, perceplion, aHedion, learning, €. And for this the term
psychological lnguistics i sometinies used, Alternatively, one may investigate
the ettects of pksdmwsm A constraints on the use of language (for example,
how memary mitataons a foct speech production and comprehension) Another
development ot psycl_xoLingu.l,siics is the sludy of children language acquisition
‘Crystal, 1965 25 i).

Another interdisciplinacy classitication of nguistics 18 sociolinguistics. It is the
study of language in relation Lo suciely and i draws oD irsight from seciology,
anthropology, and sucial peychology as well as insights frem the areas of
linguishus s.mdy (Matmijace 1991:475). The discussion of sociclinguistics wowld
be the relationship belween language aud suciety, or of various functions of
langaage & society (See Wardat agh, 1988:1). Tthnolingudstics is a branch of
Bnguisucs {rometimes overlaps with ethnography of communication} is &
branch of Inguistics which studies language in relation to the investigation of
cthric types and behaviour The term ovetlaps to some degree with
anthrepological tinguistics and sociolinguistics, reflecting the overlapping
interast of the correlative disciplines mv olved-ethmology, anthropology, and

sociology (Crystal, 198%: 113; Wardaugh, 1988:258, and Coulthard, 1977: 38-48)

Philology is the sclence w hich siudics language, cufture , institution (regulation},
and the history of a nation as written in old written materials (Kn’dalaks:«ma,
1993: 54). Related to this is epigraphy, the science which studies anci ent written
text at ancieni inscription. And paleography is the study to describe, analyze,
and interprete ancient written text. [t is also the science to study italics text trom.

middie-aye era See Kridanksana, 1992, 51 and 153

-~

A broad interdisciplinary classification in linguistics is serniotics. 1t is the study
- s o . - . . . e . § ome $lat % 3
of signs i geneval. b -jentists state fhat linguistics Can be seenn as that suo -
- . . ‘ - . . - “Y' ] . s - - - + o
discipline of semiolics ¥ chich is pavticularly concernad with the nature of the

iquJsh signs. 1t is also the analysis of sysiem using signs O signals for the



purpose of communication (See Malmbjaer, 1907 359 and Pichards, ef. all, 1985

255),

2.2.2.2 Applied Linguistics Classitication
Applied linguistics is a peneraf term to vefer to any branches of Iingudstics use,
description, methods, and the result ot linguistics research for practical uses (See

Kridalaksana, 1993 156 1513,

An interested classification and an impartant branch of applied linguistics is the
language teaching. language feaching involves theoretical and  practical
ecducation related Lo native language teaching (L.1) and foreign language (L2 or
others). It also includes melheds and materials of language teaching. Language
teaching is art and also science (See Kridalaksana, 1993: 163 and Corder, 1973 9-
15). Translation is near to language teaching. Translation is transferring, of
meaning inter-culture and/for intenlanguége at grammaticat and lexical level
with the aim, offect or existence of the information maintained. Translation
includes methods, theoretical and practical Wansterring ol meaning from one

langtiage to anothev language { source language o target language}

{(kridalaksana, 1993 162}

Lexicography is & branch of applied huguistivs that involves methods and
techriques of composing dictionary. Lexicographers produce works of several
types, ¢.g. dictionary, thesauruses, glossaries {(See Kridalaksana, 1993: 127 and
Malmidaer, 1997 261). Both applied phonetics and applied sociclinguistics are
used for practical issues. Applied phonetics involves methods and techniques of
pronouncing /uttering sounds accurately. VWhile applied sociolinguistics is the
science of using sociclinguistics concept for practical uses: such as language

planning, language construction. etc. | See Kridalaksana, 1993: 201}

&

Infernaticnal  language consfruction  invelves e altempts to  create
commurication and internai mutual-understanding by constructing created
languages; such as Esperanto, Novial, basic English, etc. While specilic language

construction is the study to construct lernuinology and language style in certain
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Role of lingadstics i human's life or in the world of scienve Lecomes impoertant.
Nobody cat avoid language avmaly. The development of Linguistics imyplies
tat there is possibility to have nore branches/Helds of lnguistics, maindy i
interdisciplinary classitivation, in appled tields orin inacroiinguistics,

This paper does not siudy i details wll of bravches of linguistics. it just show the
main classitication ot Tinguisntics briefiy. It is expected that the idea got trom ihis

paper will give feaders gocd impression about linguislics. fasty, those who

want to know much more about lingutstics or like to concentrate on specitic

branches are expected to study mote seridusly. It is suggested to begin rrom the

introduction to (generalj Linguisiics and descriptive Lnguistics.
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