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PREFACE

Dr. Alwen Bentri, M.Pd.
Dean Faculty of Education and Sain™
State University of Padang

We appreciate the implementation of the 3™ International Conference on = -ly
Childhood Education by the Committee of Early Childhood Educ . 'on
Department, Faculty of Education, State University of Padang. This confc:. nce
has become an important agenda every two years of the Early Chil-' »od
Department. This activitiy supports the vision and mission of State Univer< = of
Padang, and Faculty of Education will be an excellence institution in Z... - in
Southeast Asia.

Early Childhood Education Conference is very useful for many people, espe: lly
for child educators, academics, researchers and students. In this conferer  vill
be discussed various issues related to early childhood education under th: - me
of holistic and integrative which is the issue today and future. These issu.  vill
develop awareness in education department, schools and social. Througho'¢ this
conference supports the interaction and communication between obsen .i: of
early childhood education from various regions. national and international.

We expect from this conference will produce a vanety of studies o - arly
childhood education and recommendations for the competent stakeholders. o, it
will -support synergy: relationship between universities, stakeholderz and
communities in building and developing earlv childhood education, beticr and
more development in the future.

Congratulations for conferences committee.
Dean Faculty of Education

State University of Padang,

Dr. Alwen Bentri, M.Pd.
NIP. 196107221986021002
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FORMATION OF CHARACTER THROUGH EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION CULTURAL VALUES

Mega Iswari
Universitas Negeri Padang

Mega_iswari(@yahoo.com

Abstract

In instill character in carh: childhood can nor be separaied from the
treatment given by the teacher and family in cvervdeay life. this is
done through habituation. Implementation of character education
currently are running harmonioush and efficiently, it still looks no
lameness. Character education in early childhood a child is
expecied to form valuable sublime. Theretfore, in order to characrer
cducation vork well, it needs to he exemplary or excetlent example
of all sides, there is a good cooperation benveen parents,
educators, and the community, there s continuity benveen
education held at home, at school, and in community, learning
should be conducted with methods that touches the emotional
toteling of children. so that they are able to filier the information
that is appropriaie and inappropriate in the formation of character
it accordance with the cultural vaiues espoused .

Keywords. Character education, carly childhood education, cultural
values

Introduction

At an early age is often called the golden age or gelden age for cognitive
development is at an optimal acceleration. thus, it needs early childhood
education. Given the importance of early childhood educauon to help the
formation of character, the growth and development of children, the government
encouraged people to care and participate in order to provide education for
children early age .

With the call by the government community is responding to it, so that more
and more people access to early childhood education. This situation is captured by
many public institutions as the opportunity for engagement in the implementation
ot early childhood. On the other hand the government and its staff also strives 1o
support and improve the accessibility to the implementation of early childhood.
Early childhood education is the level ol cducaton before entering primary
education in development efforts that diberikankan tor children from birth to the
age of six vears are accomplished by providing a stimulus to assist the growth and
development of the physical. character. social and spiritual child to have readmess
in entering the stage further education. earty childhood education is one form of
organization of education that focuses on laying the toundation toward growth

272




The 3rd International Conference on Early Childhood Education, | Proceeding
State University of Padang, September 20th-21st, 2015

and physical development (coordination of fine and gross motor), intellect (the
intellect, creativity, emotional intelligence, spiritual intelligence), socio-emotional
(character and religion), language and communication, according to the
unigqueness and the developmental stages through which early childhood.

Character education for young children is expected to form the quality of
Indonesian children and have cultural values, so that children grow and develop in
accordance with the level of development and have the readiness optimal in
entering basic education and through life later in life in adulthood children .

Education us today, faced a tough challenge due to changes in the
orientation of development toward modemization. At this time telt more need for
character cducation both within the family. at school and in the community. This
is due to globalization. resulting in the development and changes that took place
so quickly in the tield of communication and mtormation. such as the hroadcast
television, video, Internet, and this will accelerate the tlow of information to all
comers. So it can have a negative impact, especially foreign cultural values that
are inconsistent with nila- noble values of national culture.

These negative symptoms as well as a challenge for us to pay more attention
carly age children and adolescents and more intensified implementation of the
value of education in the family. school, and community. Because education lasts
a lifetime that is intended for all. Implementation of character education has been
started from within the family, because education in the family is the main thing
in human life. In the family. children are educated through religious ccucation,
character education. values education containing moral values and in accordance
with the cultural background of society itself. Through the process of socialization
and the process of social interaction among children carly age by parents and
riends of his age, it will form the valves of character and personality that fit with
cultural vaiues.

In the implementation of values education the cmphasis is more precise in
character education. Because the essence of purpose between character education
and the value is the same approach to planting. Educational value and essence and
character education has the same meaning as moral education and moral
education of children. With the aim to establish a private child become a good
human being, while the criteria of a good man is who has certain values are
heavily influenced by the culture of the community. Therefore, educational value
in the context of education in Indonesia is the character education educational
noble values sourced from Indonesian culture in order to develop the personality
of candidates for the younger generation.

In recent years, many pecple demand an increase in the intensity and the
quality of education of values or character education in formal educational
institutions. This demand occurs because ot the growing phenomenon of the
increase in juvenile delinquency in the community. As the child does not know
ethical manners delinquency, rape, childbearing outside marriage. drug use, mass
fichts and various other mischief that s very disturbing. Therefore early
childhood education institutions and formal and informal education as well as
education in the family is expected to increase its role in the formation of the
child's personality through character education. Tagwa and to increase faith and to
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Sod. During this time we have to provide an assessment of education in subjects
related to the value of education. but has not completely measure the child's
personal intact. Therefore the implementation of values education in schools need
to use a variety of methods that can touch the child's emotienal totatity in order to
realize the quality ot the character of the nation that is expected for futyre
generations.

Character building

[t includes character education in manners. values. norms. and meral. [n
accordance with human nature as a free and independent. have the freedom to
choose the moral values and norms are used as gurdelines in the act. behave i
public life, In studying the value can not be separated from morality. normis, and
moral. In this case the general facts concerming the behavior of both conceptuallv
related to ethics. '

Moral is derived trom the Latin word mores, which means customs {Yaqub.
988 4) suggests that moral ideas is something commonly accepted of human
action. which is good and which are bad, Norms - moral norms is a benchmark tor
Getermining the correct attitude and harm human action in terms of good and bad
human beings.

Principles of Learning Character

the value of traditional learning models tend to assume that students have
the same needs. and learn 10 the same wav at the same students. in the classroom
quiet, with activities strictly structured matertal and is dominated by the teacher.
while learning approaches that can be developed on the basis of its principles can
be identified as follows: {1) involve students actively in fearning. (2) is based on
individual differences; (3) relate theory to practice; (4) develop communication
with the work in the study: (3) increase in the students the courage to take risks
and learn from mistakes: (0) increase learning by deing and playing: and (7)
adjust the tearning level of cognitive development that is stll at the level of
concrete operations. (Jovee and Weil, 1992),

Highlights are given to children of school age should be based on the
principle (Aziz Wahab. 1997: 35) namely: (a) from easy to difticult. (b} from the
simple to ihe complex. (¢) the nature of the concrete to the abstract. (d) emphasis
on the environment closest to the child to the wider social environment.
Martorella i Djahiry (1992) suggested some approaches used in educational
values, namely: (1) the approach so that children are given the opportunity and the
frecdom to freely cxpress affective response to stimuli it receives. (2)
Approach so that children recenve a stimutus that is directed toward the ready
condition (3) approach inteliectual transactions that occur high taxonomic 1n
finding the sctution to a problem: () approaches through targeted stimulus so that
the children are invited to seek clarity of the message must morai vatues: (5)
approach so that children are stimulated to analyze moral values: (6) approach in
order to receive a stimulus and raised awarencss of the specific value: (7) the
approach from the beginning so that children are invited to agree on the existence
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of a mindset in the educational process value; (8) approach so that children are
directed to implement in real terms a life. Through community character
education is expected to maintain and develop their identity in the midst of
globalization, so that people remain ready and confident that culture keeps
expanding, although other values are entered because the current is so rapid
globalization. Through education are expected to sort and take values that come
with the intention of enriching the cultural communities concerned. This means
we are able to bring education accommodative positive attitude to the changes in
force and continues to grow,

In connection with enrichment and changes in the content ot educational
programs, the role of the teacher hecomes more complex. Professional teachers
should disseminate information about changes in the discipline of science. In this
course protessional teachers must understand the areas of new science, including
the science of cultural values, and mastering form new teaching is based on inter-
disciplinary, familiar with the broadcast. media were actual, so being able to
discuss it with your child or student and capable of selecting selecting and use it,
understand the problems of employment and economic life, to understand the
problems of the contemporary world and participate in the tasks of lifelong
education.

Changes in the role of the teacher 1s of course growing changes in teacher
training and education in order to obtain teachers with high professional skills.
Qualification beginning teacher education standards. and gradually has improved
vaiti college leve]l. While the in-service education is an integral part of the
coaching reachers to familiarize themselves w ith new teaching techniques.

Developments in science and techinology since the middle of the 20th
century is much more rapid than the previous era. This fact coupled with the
advanced communication system that exposes teachers to the many choices of
materials to be used as a source of learning objects students. Teachers are required
to have the ability to choose among the various alternatives that are most relevant
to the function, the purpose of education and leve) of ability and development of
children or learners.

Change the purpose and function of school education who were born due to
changes in the constantly changing demands of society as well as science and
technology are rapidly perkembngan plus the heterogeneity of the population of
children or students require teachers with professional qualifications. Profesianal
teachers are not only required to be able to convey information to the child, but
also required to plan, manage. diagnose. and assess the results and the learning
process as well as provide examples of role models in the act and behave n
accordance with norms. Therefore teachers should: (1) understand the child or
students with diverse backgrounds and abilities: (20 master disciplines: (3) control
of learning materials; (4) have the msight educational depth: (3) The master of
engineering and technology education: (0) understand the purpose and philosophy
of education; and (70 personality and sprit of Pancasila. If a teachers without
mastery of the seven elements of knowledge and technology, the teacher would be
difficult to so-called qualified teacher professional. Lmproving the qualifications
and quality of their professional teacher should be pursued. So in the face of




The 3rd Intemational Conference on Early Childhood Education, PrOCeedin g
State University of Padang. September 20th-21st, 2015

N —

globalization teachers are able to discuss and select the information that is gq
rapidly today . It is expected that the teacher cducation still exist and develop,
Although other values brought by globalization swept so swift.

Given the magnitude of the role of teachers in entering the era of
globalization, we need tecachers who are qualified and capable professionals who
can answer the challenges of the times. The tasks of education including
educational value for children and learners will be more severe as the change-
change that occurred in the community. which exponentially also influence upon
the change in the world of education as an adjustment to the development of
soclety.

UNESCO (2003.101-105) states that teachers are required 10 the tuture he
able to master and is able to utilize information and communication technology
and teacher educators and teachers be fsilitator which menbelajarkan child to find
something. To improve the ability of the cthical and practical. educational values
require close coordination with other fields. The value education teachers should
guide children to understand precisely the psychological characteristics of people
who are positive and negative. and pay attention fo  the cultivation of
psychological characteristics ot a healthy child. Hopefully. through this child is
able to make rational decisions and help them torm a good personality. Teachers
need to guide children to develop self-awareness and self-discipline and instilling
ethical behavior through practice and cxample displaved bv the teachers
ihemscelves.

Guru 1s the epitome of formal teeching and pembel: teachings in any
scetety. Therefore. the role models let the value delivered system is transparent in
the behavior of the teachers themselves. Orierwise. it will lead to anomalies
between theory and practice. Teachers need to be supported by a svstem that is
conducive organization and management. as well as suggestions of adequate
support to perform their tasks ettectivels

Conclusion

Character education s expected to torm a children - early childhood worth
sublime. Therefore. in order to study the value of work well, it needs to be
exemplary of all parties. there is a good cooperation between parents, educators,
and the community. there 1s continuity between education held at home, at school.
and in society, and learning should be conducted with methods that touches the
child’s emotional totality.

Various approaches have aspects of character education bekembang
different emphasis. The approach used in the implementation of the value of
cducation is nuxed approach with an emiphasis on planting approach manners
because both have the same objective ossence. Namely sl social values i
children. Education process varies. making it more iteresting and not boring.

Through science and technology perkembnagn demanding professional
ability of teachers to be selecting and choosimg a variety of information to be
delivered to children carly age .. Teachers should be able to guide children to use
information and technology for educational purposes. In the era of globalization
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e Jllows teachers to be able to select and use a variety of learning resources
ity Attitude supported innovative high teacher creativity is helpful in the
ext of an effective utilization of resources. In order to help teachers face tasks
“increasingly heavy, hence improving the quality of teachers is the urgency
needs to be addressed immediately.
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